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remember hearing the race director in the tower telling
the next division they were going to have to wait a
minute before entering the track because Jeremy had
the entire town of Chaska in victory lane with him. It
probably wasn’t the entire town of Chaska, but it was
a pretty big crowd.
The Wolff Motorsports team has been splitting
their time between the Thunder Car/Sportsman ride
and the Late Model on & off the last few years. This
year has been full-time Late Model, and the dividends
paid off with a Late Model win on Labor Day weekend. Once again, a crowd the size of a small town
joined Jeremy in Victory Lane.
Another unique thing I witnessed during the
month of September was Pat Kelley’s participation in

Dan Plan

Publisher's Note continued on page 4

Martin DeFries file photo

21 years is a long time to go
between wins. I’m not sure if I’ve
ever heard of it happening before, but
I watched it happen this year. In June
of 2001, Jeremy Wolff won the Late
Model feature at the now shuttered
Raceway Park in Shakopee, MN. He
had to wait until September of 2022 to
pick up his next Late Model.
Full disclosure, Jeremy has won
a lot of races and several championships in the past 21 years, just not a in
a Late Model. The Wolff Motorsports
team also has not raced Late Models
on a regular basis in this time frame.
The Wolf Motorsports family
team has been a mainstay of Twin
Cities pavement racing for the past
20+ years and has always had a large
fan base. I distinctly remember the
size of the fan base one particular
night at Raceway Park, many years
ago. Jeremy was in victory lane with
his Hobby Stock. Victory lane at
Raceway Park was located in the
infield. The flagman would let friends/
family join the driver for victory lane
pictures following the victory lap. I
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Publishers note from page 3

The Legendary 100 at Cedar Lake Speedway. At
weekly Cedar Lake shows, and more so for the
Legendary 100, drivers are known to compete in
more than one division. The most I’ve seen in the
past is a driver competing in two separate divisions
in a single day.
Pat basically told everyone “Hold my beer”
and entered four different divisions at the Legendary 100. He entered in the Late Model, Limited

Late Model, Modified and Midwest Modified divisions
on all three days of the weekend. Racing and working
on four different cars for three consecutive days has
got to be a lot of work. It’s not like he showed up with
a stacker trailer and a Toterhome with a bunch of
crew guys with black pants. It was just Pat and his
side kick Lena. It took a couple of trips to get all of
the cars there, and I’m sure a couple more to get
everything home after the weekend.
Unfortunately, the weekend for Pat didn’t end
up with four visits to victory lane, but I’m pretty sure
he got the most seat time over the course of the
weekend.

Dan Plan photos

R&R
Complete Automotive Service
Minneapolis, MN
randrautomotiveonline.com

And finally, this is our final print issue of the
2022 racing season. On-line digital issues will be
available on our website during the off-season at
www.theracingconnection.com
A special thank you goes out to all of the
columnists and photographers that provide material
to fill these pages.
A big thank you also goes to the advertisers
in the pages of each issue. Please make sure to
support these businesses when you can.
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Going in Circles

Charlie Spry
We took in the season championship races at the
State Park Speedway, where a couple of the divisions
had close point races going on to determine the 2022
champions.
The mini-stock championship came down to the
final feature, with Eric Breitenfeldt and Garret
Strachota battling it out. The feature itself was an
intense battle amongst a pack of cars, with Mark
Schoone holding off a large pack of cars behind him.
Breitenfeldt got up to second, with Strachota getting
up to fourth. The point difference from these results
made for a tie in the final standings, which is broken
by whoever had the most feature wins during the
season. Strachota had four feature wins for the year,
while Breitenfeldt had three, so Strachota got the
championship on this merit.
Justin Mondeik and Jason Weinkauf went into
the night 1-2 in the season points for the late models,
but it was Travis Volm finishing ahead of Mondeik and
Weinkauf in the feature. Mondeik’s finish was good
enough to secure the track title for him, his third in a
row here. Justin is making a name for himself in
racing, and winning track titles certainly helps one get
noticed. The young driver is racing all over and doing
well everywhere.
The mini-mods did not really have any point
drama going in, as Joe Kuehn pretty much had the
track title locked up. His teammate Josh Willhite
simply checked out on the field to take the win over
dirt racer Zach Degner, who was racing George
Seliger’s car. George passed away as a result of a
motorcycle accident in late July, and Degner raced in
his memory.
The Pure Stocks never disappoint here. Brian
Plisch took the feature win, his first ever here, while
Mitch Stankowski had to borrow a car to keep his
point lead over Brain Schramm. While Stankowski
pulled off late, he still had enough points to get the
track title.
Talked with late model veteran Mark Mackesy.
When asked about his year and how it went, he
replied, “Terrible. It just seemed to start early in the
year. Everything went wrong. When I did manage to
finish features, it was back in the pack.” Usually
always a frontrunner, Mark is amongst the elite in total
feature wins at this track. I will bet that he will be
back stronger than ever next year. He did finish the

feature in fourth place
tonight.
Jim Annala was
back behind the wheel of
Dustin Ochodnicky’s ’76
Torino Elite. As dyed-inthe-wool Ford fans,
these guys race strictly
Ford products in a field
of GM stuff. Annala had
a Torino for many years
as well, until it got
wrecked badly.
Ochodnicky built another
car to go dirt racing, but
recently brought the
pavement car back out.
Casey Johnson gets by Ty Majeski in the Howie Lettow Classic at MIS
It was built way back in
(Doug Hornickel photo)
2001. That is a long time
for a race car.
The two features were interesting, with Mike
I have not seen a track have such a wellprepared track handout like SPS does. Adam Glatczak Litchfeld winning the first one. He has been absolutely
puts together a very well written recap of the previous dominant in Pro Late Models here and other tracks in
the area this year. The invert put him back in the pack
racing event, current point standings, and little bits of
for the second feature, and it was fun watching him
misc. information on the drivers, division-by-division.
work his way forward. Mark Eswein and Paul Paine
This is used both electronically and in hard copy form
kept him at bay to finish 1-2 over Litchfeld in that one.
as a track handout. There is a lot of information in his
The sportsman class puts on a great show here.
weekly writings.
Tonight
it was Brandon Birdsill making a last lap pass
Took in the ARCA Midwest Tour Howie Lettow
on
Cody
Potter and his beautiful ’57 Chevy to take the
Classic at the Madison International Speedway. Ty
win.
Majeski looked absolutely dominant throughout most of
Larry Bolster inherited the lead and the win in
the race, but a series of late cautions allowed Casey
the
vintage
feature after the first and second place
Johnson to line up next to him on restarts. The final
cars
spun
out.
Who says that vintage cars don’t race
restart did Majeski in, as evidently he had tire issues
hard?
late, which allowed Johnson to get past and drive off
James Junget, Jim Lapp, and Jordan Hoffman
to the popular win. I can guarantee that Johnson is not
put
on
a good show in the Bandit class, with a tightly
the type of racer to ever settle for second. Exciting
contested feature race, which was won by Junget.
race at the end, which I noticed quite a few people
Ashton Kinsey made a late pass on Landin Frye
exiting the arena before the race was over, thinking
to
take
the feature win and points championship for
sure of the outcome. Surprise!
the
high
school class of racers, who did a great job.
Chester Ace has turned a lot of laps here, and he
Had a chance to talk with sportsman racer
drove off to the win in the Midwest Truck feature.
Bobby
Giers. Bobby and his team likely haul furthest
Danielle Behn took home second. I do not see every
to
race
here weekly than anyone, as he comes from
race the trucks run, but I have seen quite a few of the
Wonder Lake, Illinois. “It’s about a five hour tow,”
races, and I have always been impressed by Behn.
Said Bobby. “These guys (Potters) also come from
She is one of those drivers that you don’t notice much
over my way, and come almost as far.”
until she is up front. She is super smooth and can
Bobby got his start in racing back in 1987, with a
really drive!
’67
Chevelle
that he raced on the dirt at Wilmot. “I
Tom Carlson took the win in the 602 Late
raced
on
the
dirt
at Wilmot for three years, then we
Models. Tom has raced here quite a bit , mostly in the
put
together
a
’66
Chevelle for the sportsman class at
old CWRA late model days here back in the 1980’s.
He served notice that he would be tough to beat when Lake Geneva. That was a real interesting class with a
lot of different body styles being raced. We had the
he set fast time early in the evening, then backed that
Camaro’s of course, but My Chevelle, a Thunderbird,
up with a feature win.
and others,” said Bobby.
Finally got a chance to see a show at the Dells
After winning the championship in 1991, he then
Raceway Park. It has seemed that every time I have
raced
a late model for a while then Legacy cars. “The
planned a trip there, the weather is iffy and it rains. Of
Legacy cars were a pretty neat deal. I raced for Jack
course, on my way I ran into rain once again, but they
Kossow, and we went all over the place racing them. I
waited it out and put the complete show on.
The CWRA drivers were on hand to take part in even had a chance to race at Martinsville,” said
Bobby.
the show in honor of Marlin “Shoes” Walbeck, who
was a top driver at the central Wisconsin tracks back
Going In Circles continued on page 6
in the 1960’s.
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Going In Circles continued from page 5
After this, he would go on to race a Mid-Am car
at Slinger and Lake Geneva, until that track closed.
After about ten years off from the racing, he got
back into it by helping John Janssen at Jefferson. He
then got the urge to get his own car once again. His
current car was once raced by Phil Denikas at Columbus, where it won a lot of races and set a lot of fast
times. “It went through a couple of different owners
between he and I, but that is who raced it most. I still
have the body panels from it when he ran it.”
He runs well and enjoys making the trip to the
Dells to race, saying, “I love this place. I also like
Slinger. I really enjoy the banked tracks.” I had never
raced here at the Dells before, and had only ever been
here a couple of times.”
Bobby has done well here, as he won a feature
in May and is always among the top running cars. His
paint scheme on the car is actually a throwback to his
old LGR sportsman car.
Rockford Speedway was able to get their season
championship races in, but once again, rain altered the
schedule a bit. I think Rockford and every other track
in the region suffered from rainy Saturdays for pretty
much the past six weeks or so of the regular season.
Why can’t it rain during the work week?
The late model track champion was pretty much
decided coming into the last night, as Jake Gille had a
pretty good point lead coming in. Jake was steady all
year, with four feature wins to gain the title. Jake also

Jeff Taber photo
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won the track title here in 2015.
Late model rookie-of-the-year
title went to Johnny Robinson II.
Johnny did a great job during his first
year in a late model, winning one
feature event and was in contention
for many more. He was also a very
smooth and clean racer throughout,
as he has always been in many years
of racing in the sportsman and
Roadrunner classes.
Chad Smith likewise pretty
much had the title sewed up prior to
the nights events in the Sportsman
class. Chad started the season strong,
then had a string of bad luck, but
closed the season out strong, winning
Jeff Taber photo
the last four feature events here,
including the feature on this night. He
had a total of five feature wins in
2022. He also won the track title in
2017.
Sportsman rookie-of-the-year
title went to Chad Lounsbury. While
he did not win any features this year,
he ran strong throughout, and was in
contention for several in strong fields
of competitors.
The American Short Tracker
division title was pretty much settled
beforehand, as well, as Matt Berger
had a decent point lead going in. To
put an exclamation point
Jeff Taber photo
on it all, he won the
feature tonight, his
fourth of the year. He
Matt Berger won the Short Tracker and Late Model featues
also jumped in a late
at Rockford Speedway on championship night
model on this night and
won the feature in that
class as well, to make it a VERY GOOD faster throughout the year. I remember him racing for
a long time at Columbus 151, and he has raced here
night.
now for a few years. He made great progress this
The AST rookie-of-the-year title
year and is ready to break through and get a feature
went to Jeremy Watson. Jeremy won a
win, and probably many more than one.
couple of heat races this year, and was a
The Bandit class title was a close one coming
strong competitor in general, driving a
into the night, with Stephen Hillary and “The Chief”
team car with Steven Erickson Jr.
Steven Dickson tied going into the feature. Ryan
The Roadrunner class was comFinley was also in the mix. While Todd Snow won the
pletely up in the air going in, with no less
than five drivers having a shot at the title. feature, Hillary finished second just ahead of Dickson
to get the title. Stephen won four features this year on
Austin Fowler had a ten-point lead over
his way to the title.
Kevin Memoli prior to the feature, and
The Bandit figure-eight title went to Charles
needed to finish close to, or just behind
Schork. Charles really enjoys the figure-eight racing,
Memoli to gain the title, which he did.
and he won often.
Ryan Smith won the feature, which
One of the wrecker operators at Rockford gave
helped his cause, while Eric Bennett
me high praise for my writings here, saying he has
finished second ahead of Memoli and
read my “stuff” for many years. Here is a shout out to
Fowler. Austin won three features this
Chris Adcock from Adcock Towing. He and Richie
year, and was a good, strong and clean
Swartwout of Richie’s Towing get the wonderful job
racer throughout.
of picking up racer’s disabled vehicles, getting to
On a side note, Eric Bennett has
interact with drivers at their worst moments. Not a fun
made great strides in his racing this year.
job, but both outfits do a great job in an efficient
He has been racing a hobby stock/
manner.
Roadrunner car for a long time, and got
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Dan Margetta
Getty Images photo
For a month that usually winds down the racing
season, September sure was full of breaking news
items and feel-good stories on both the national and
local scene. Perhaps the most welcome news item to
break was the return of some long silent racetracks
that have been passionately enamored by fans to the
national racing scene. NASCAR’s All-Star Cup Race
will move from this year’s location in Texas to the
classic North Wilkesboro Speedway in 2023 and The
NASCAR Craftsmen (yet another return to the old
days) Truck Series returns to the famed Milwaukee
Mile next year as well.
The Cup Series return to North Wilkesboro gives
the All-Star Race the “special” feel it has been lacking
in recent years as the series returns to Wilkes County
for the first time since 1996. North Wilkesboro’s
historical aspect should give the All-Star Race a
feeling like the Field of Dreams Game does for Major
League Baseball and it could be one of the toughest
tickets to get next year. The facility will have some
renovations by then but don’t kid yourself, North
Wilkesboro is anything but fancy, it’s just cool and I
think that will be just fine with fans in attendance and
viewers on TV. In an ironic twist, North Wilkesboro
gets the race from Texas Motor Speedway, the very
facility that received North Wilkesboro’s original Cup
dates after the track was sold and shuttered. The
Craftsmen Truck Series is also part of the All-Star
weekend slated for May 19-21, 2023 and I’m pretty
sure this move will return some shine to this once
illustrious event. The Truck Series return to the
Milwaukee Mile was probably a bigger surprise as
NASCAR left the historic facility after 2009 following
issues with payments of the sanction fee and a string
of well-meaning but doomed to fail promotion groups.
Kudos to Bob Sargent and his Track Enterprises group
for not only stepping up to put on this event but also
having the negotiating skills to persuade NASCAR to
return with one of their premier national series. Slated
for August 27, 2023, the trucks will be joined by the
ARCA Menards Series and the event will be an
important test to prove if big time racing is once again

viable at the Milwaukee Mile. The looming question
will be if people are willing to come out and see it as in
the last few years there has been a lot of talk but not
enough action attendance wise to make racing sustainable at the Mile. The event is off to a good start and
with the proper promotion and enthusiasm, I think the
goal of a crowd of 20,000 is attainable. If current
Wisconsin NASCAR Craftsmen Truck Series drivers
Ty Majeski, Derek Kraus, and maybe Johnny Sauter
can secure rides for 2023, enough hometown excitement could be drummed up to pull in a pretty decent
crowd. The state of Wisconsin received another win
news-wise when it was announced that the NASCAR
Xfinity Series would return to Road America in 2023
on July 29th. Despite having its Cup date siphoned
away for a Chicago street race, I’m glad Road

Getty Images photo

America was able to retain a national NASCAR event
as a recent fan survey indicated the fans are happy
with the experience that is the “National Park of
Speed” no matter which of the NASCAR series are
running.
Speaking of Ty Majeski, it was very satisfying to
see him finally achieve that first NASCAR win at
Bristol and to have it come in a playoff race with a
shot at the championship was just icing on the cake.
Majeski has paid his dues and has proven he belongs
at the national level in NASCAR. His roller coaster
road to get here has been full of ups and downs and I
can name a few other drivers with comfortable Cup

Dangerous Dan continued on page 9
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Dangerous Dan continued from page 8
rides lined up with less natural ability who
were afforded way longer leashes to figure it
out than Majeski ever was. I had already
planned on being at Phoenix for the championship weekend and suddenly that trip got a
whole lot more exciting for the Truck race on
Friday night. After religiously watching Alan
Kulwicki claim the Cup championship in 1992
on TV, I made sure I was there in person
when Matt Kenseth won his Cup title in
2003. I also witnessed fist hand the Truck
championships of Travis Kvapil, Ted
Musgrave, and Johnny Sauter in 2003, 2005,
and 2016 and will be there as Majeski goes
for his title this year. Whether you root for
him or against him locally, Ty Majeski
represents all the Wisconsin short track
racers and fans and everything that constitutes racing in the Midwest in this quest for
the NASCAR Craftsmen Truck Series
championship and we should be proud we get
to witness it.
I can’t end this column without mentioning some local feel-good stories I was able to
see in September, starting with Gabe
Sommers’ big win in the ARCA Midwest
Tour Jim Sauter Classic at Dells Raceway
Park. Sommers has been on the verge of a
big breakthrough victory and it came with a
dominating run at the Dells against some
tough competition. That same evening,
Slinger’s Nick Egan captured his first career
Jegs/CRA All-Stars Tour victory at the
Winchester Speedway in Indiana. Winchester
is no kiddie playground as it’s a tough intimidating place to get around and Egan’s victory
helped extend his points lead in the Jegs/CRA
All-Star Tour championship battle. Finally,
Slinger Speedway wrapped up its inaugural
Elite Eight Super Late Model Series season
with R.J. Braun edging Jacob Nottestad for
the championship. The first time I saw R.J.
Braun in a race car in 2015, he flipped upside
down on the backstretch and slid on his roof
all the way to turn three and now just seven
years later he is a Slinger Super Late Model
champion.
The Midwest Racing Season wraps up
in October with the huge Oktoberfest Race
Weekend at the La Crosse Fairgrounds
Speedway and the Falloween 150 at Dells
Raceway Park. In fact, I really hope you
have the Midwest Racing Connection newspaper in your hands and are reading this
while attending these events. I hope to see
you there as well as we all catch up, hang
out, and have another before winter sets in.

https://countryjoehomes.com/
952-469-4066
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Jacob Goede #72
Late Model
Growing up it
was Dale Earnhardt, I
was a giant fan.
Probably some I looked
up to when we first
started is; Jon Lemke,
Jeff Martin, Steve
Murgic and Jason
Schneider. Those are
some of the guys who
gave advice and helped
us out, some of the
older guys who sort of
took me under their
wing and weren’t afraid to help a young kid out 20
years ago.

Talkin' Racin'
with Jason

Jason D. Searcy

For the last 30 years of my life I’ve been involved with broadcasting a motorsports radio show,
beginning in 1991 with the “Speedway Show,” covering the I-94 Speedway in Sauk Centre (MN) on
KMSR all the way through “Speed Talk on 1360,”
where Dean Reller and I, with the help of Jordan
Bianchi and Dan Plan, covered NASCAR and local
racing for the last 12 years at KRWC in Buffalo
(MN).
That show paused during the pandemic and it has
yet to come back. People recently have mentioned to
me that they miss hearing interviews with local drivers,
so I started doing an occasional recorded conversation
with select drivers and fans at Elko Speedway, usually
after a big win. It’s totally a rip off from Jeff Gluck
and his “12 Questions” on the Athletic podcast. I’m
hoping it’s half as good, so it’s named “6 Questions.”
Many of the questions are designed to bring out
the drivers personality and have nothing to do with
racing, but one question got some very interesting
answers especially for true race fans.
Question - Who is a race car driver that you
have admired and why?

Tim Brockhouse
#13 Great North
Legends
I was a big Dale
Earnhardt fan. I named
my kids after race car
drivers Ayrton after
Ayrton Senna, Ayden
James after A.J. Foyt,
who was one of my big
hero’s growing up, 4
time Indy 500 Champion. Jaycen was
named after a cartoon
Jace and the Wheeled Warriors. I liked anyone who
wins, Senna, Foyt, Earnhardt. Those are the guys who
dominated the sport and that’s all I ever wanted to do.
I’m still working on it (says with a smile).
Bryce Blohm #37 Late Model
I’d be lying if I didn’t say my dad (Daryl
Blohm). I grew up coming out here and as I’ve gotten
older helping him and watching him and what he was
able to do. I’ve
always admired
how smooth he
was as a driver
and how he has
mentored me and
what we have
accomplished
today. Besides
that, I’d say Jeff
Martin because of
what he was able

to accomplish out here (13 ELKO Championships) is
truly remarkable. Guys like Jacob Goede too, to stack
up that many Championships (9 ELKO Premier
division Championships), wins and consistency is hard
to do especially here, I feel Elko Speedway is one of
the toughest tracks to win at because of the level of
competition.
Konnor Koski Elko Speedway Super FanDale Earnhardt, my grandfather was a big fan of
his and I’m still a big fan of Dale. I miss him every
day. Dick Trickle is the other one, I got to see him
race three times, once at the MN State Fair and twice
at Elko Speedway in the Famous Dave’s and Papa
John’s Car, the late great White Knight Dick Trickle.
I’m a big Trickle fan and through Conrad Peterson, he
has the fender from that MN State Fair 2002 Monte
Carlo, a piece of it broke off during the transfer of it
and he gave me that piece and I have the photo of the
car with the State Fair book.
Mike Stoer #08 Power StockThis year I would say Adam Bendzick and Jon
Lemke because I work with them and I’ve been
watching them a little bit harder. Through the years I
would probably say Doug Brown with his success and
Championships.
Taylor Goldman #8 Thunder CarThere are a lot, of course my Dad (David
Goldman). Obviously Julie Jorgenson is a huge deal to
me because of where she came from and where she
is now is absolutely incredible. She is doing really
good and I hope I can race with her again someday.
Another one is Brent Kane because his temper is
unbelievably calm and he is not one where if there is a
bad accident or something happens where it’s a really
crappy deal, if he is involved in it he does not retaliate.
Brent is always calm headed, you can approach him
and have a conversation and talk racing. Seeing him
at Little Elko on Sundays with Caster and watching
them have a relationship as father and son has made
me grow a different side of respect for him. He has
been patient with me out here, a lot of people have, but
the things that he has helped me with are very kind.
Joe Prusak #66 Power StockMy uncle Phil (Prusak), we grew up chasing him
around the country, he won all the time but he was not
an aggressive guy as far as hitting other people, he
drove really clean. I really looked up to him and still
do. He raced almost totally on dirt, raced the MN
State Fair one time but he has over 500 wins in
Wisconsin on dirt.

Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and YouTube
www.facebook.com/themidwestracingconnection
@MidwestRace
www.youtube.com/theracingconnection
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Racing Nuggets

PJ "Jacklyn" Nuttleman
So many people talk about their yearning for the
“old days” of racing. Steve Rubeck lives it.
I grew up with Rubeck in northern Illinois. We
were the “weird” kids in our class whose families
were into auto racing. I ended up moving to Texas
right before our junior year in high school, so I never
got to see him race at Rockford Speedway until much
later in life. But I still kept tabs on what he was doing.
He always liked to tinker around and build his
speed machines along with his dad, Denny. Rubeck
was baptized in ways of old school and he still lives by
them yet today. So it was no surprise when he ended
up hooking up with Keith Selvog several years ago and
the two hit it off.
Rubeck is just like Selvog—building his own stuff
and making things go fast on a shoestring budget.
He fondly remembers the first time he raced
Selvog’s 1965 Chevelle. It was a Rayburn dirt chassis
with a steel body. “It was weird driving a dirt car on
asphalt,” Rubeck said. “The thing didn’t even have a
sway bar!” Rubeck insisted that the car needed one. It
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wasn’t easy to do on that old dirt chassis
and it certainly drove a LOT differently
than any other car on the asphalt.
“It was fast, fun, and it was
LOUD!” Rubeck laughed.
Donnie Leach had been driving for
Selvog, picking up championships at
Rockford Speedway in 1977 and 1978.
They raced against the likes of John
Knaus in the early ‘90s. Leach and
Selvog never had a sponsor on that bright
yellow 58 machine, but it sure was fast.
This is the car that Rubeck will pilot
at Oktoberfest Race Weekend in the
Vintage class. The car was originally
built by Billy Knippenberg on a Howe
Chassis. When he was done racing it,
Knippenberg sold the car to Tom Webb
who raced it for a couple of years before eventually
selling it to Selvog, who did some petting on it, breathing new life into it.
I’ve often thought it would be cool to have
something like Ancestry.com for every race car
chassis. See the line of drivers who have built them,
raced them, modified them, and poured a whole lot of
blood, sweat, and tears into them. While Rubeck will
be racing a car with quite the lineage—one of HIS old
cars will also be turning circuits at Fest too. Justin
Jessop will be driving a Camaro which was originally
Rubeck’s car back in 1997!
I love the old cars. I look forward to the Vintage
class at Fest every year. It is such a special race
when so many in the racing family come back together
and even better to see that kind of representation on
the track in memory or honor of the original old school
racers.
It’s even better when the original old school
racers slide behind the wheel in the Vintage class, like
Rich Bickle did last year.
Rubeck says he still laments
not being able to run the
Vintage race last year
against Bickle. “I wanted to
put a tire mark on him,” he
said. “Whether it was when
he would’ve been lapping me
or I would be lapping him,”
he laughed.
Maybe Bickle will
climb back into a Vintage
ride this year again? It’s hard
to say. It would be cool if he
did and give Rubeck the
chance to run against him.
All I know is the older I
get, the more I appreciate
the Vintage class. Maybe it’s
because the vintage cars
take me back to when I was

a kid going to
the track, maybe
it’s because I
know more of
the vintage
drivers now, or
MAYBE it’s
because we’re
all becoming
“vintage” in our
own right.
Regardless, I’m
really looking
forward to
watching my
friend since 1st grade, Steve Rubeck run again at
Oktoberfest in a class that embodies what he is all
about: Old school racing.
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Nine in a row

Jacob Goede picked up his first track
championship at Elko Speedway
during the 2014 season. The 2022
season saw Goede pick up his 9th
consecutive track championship.
The former NASCAR Weekly Series
National champion also picked up
another Minnesota State title, the
Midwest Region title and finished 7th
in the NASCAR Home Track points.
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Photo Galler
Galleryy

Joe Niesius picked up his first Midwest Mod main event win at Cedar Lake
Vince Peterson photo

Bandit winner Todd Snow gives Eric Heunefeld a celebratory hug

Jeremy Miller picked up another Milwaukee Mile Big 8 win
Jeff Taber photo

The restored Wehrs Chevelle at The Dells
Bruce Nuttleman photo

The Mahder family takes a parade lap at Red Cedar Speedway
Junior Jackson photo

Jake Kouba picked up the UMSS Traditional Sprint point championship
Dan Plan photo

Jeff Taber photo

Page 13

October 2022

Photo Galler
Galleryy

Kody Hubred holds off James Swan in Midwest Truck Series action at DRP
Ryan Nuttleman photo

Krystle Eilen and daughter Adelia prepare tires during practice
Doug Hornickel photo

Veteran racers Lance Matthees and Harry Hansen at the Punky
Charlie Lancour photo

Pat Kelley and his 4 different rides for the Legendary 100
Dan Plan photo

Manny Bennett and the 9er at Lafayette County Speedway
Charlie Spry photo

Rockford RoadRunner champion Austin Fowler
Jeff Taber photo
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MARS - NOT MARS

Dan Plan photos
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Racing History

Dale P. Danielski
With the Fairgrounds dirt track in Black River
Falls, WI., ceasing operations, it was time for the city
to hop on the band wagon and build an asphalt track.
With this information courtesy of racing
Historian, Jim Cleveland, we find the Banner Journal
weekly newspaper of Black River Falls, announcing
the opening of the new, 1/4 mile paved track there.
“Stock car racing will start on Saturday
evening, August 12th, at the Black River Falls Speedway, located a mile and 1/2 North of the City limits on
US Highway 12. Time trials will be at 7:00pm with
racing at 8:00. The Black River Falls, Inc., will feature
a $1,000 purse for the opening night performance.
According to the owners of the new operation, Keith
Claussen, Donald Kislinger, Art and Kenneth
Matthews, between 50-60 cars from an area extending about 100 miles in each direction will participate.
They are assured cars are coming from Wisconsin
Rapids, Stevens Point, Plum City, Eau Claire,
Chippewa Falls, La Crosse, Winona, MN., and many
other small towns. Entries can be from 1956 and on
down. Persons interested in racing a stock car should
contact Mathews Motor Sales, Don’s Auto Body

The $3.00 car of Loren Iverson
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PAVEMENT RA
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Black River Falls Wisconsin introduces pavement
racing to the area in August of 1961.
Shop, or Badger State Charcoal Company, all of Black
River Falls. It is planned to have racing every Saturday night as long as the weather permits it. Building
the fine, new quarter mile track started about a month
ago. The track is surfaced with hot mix, an asphalt
type of cover, bleachers which will easily seat two
thousand people, have been installed and facilities for
picnic seating is also being provided. Refreshment
stands, food stands, and rest rooms have been provided for the convenience of the visitors. Special
bulldozing is being done around the track so an embankment forms a protection for visitors from the cars.
Entrance to the speedway is made at Don’s Body
Shop directly on highway 12. A number of acres of
land to the west of the track have been set aside for
parking purposes. There has not been any stock car
racing at Black River Falls since 1955, when it was
sponsored by the local Lions Club. Arrangements have
been made to publicize the results of each race and
the results will appear in the Banner Journal.” Also
noted, is the final cost of the construction was in the
$15,000 range. Today you probably couldn’t even get
the necessary permits for that amount of money for a
project of this magnitude!
And so it was, the first event occurring on
Saturday night, August 12th, 1961. In that first race, it
was popular driver Lyle Nabbefeldt, Wis. Rapids, WI.,
in his famous X car, 1955 Studebaker, capturing the
feature race. Following Nabbefeldt in the event were
#64 Augie Winkleman, of Merrill in a 1956 Chevy,
#30, Marlin Walbeck, Rib Lake, 1956 Chevy, #65, Vic
Kopacz, Wis. Rapids, 1956 Chevy, and #46, Bud
Barfnecht, St. Paul, MN., in a 1947 Hudson. SemiFeature action found #74, John Smith, (Probably a
fictitious name in the Dahlke Auto Salvage car) from
Wis. Rapids winning followed by #42, Gary Pierce, La
Crosse, #4, Larry Baumbeck, Marshfield and #33, Len
Matthews, Wis. Rapids. Heat race winners were #45,
Sonny Drake, Mosinee, and #37, Don Bernander,
Portage. The two Dash wins went to #21, Don
Preston of Woodville. Kopacz set fast time on the
evening. Reported attendance was 2,800,
with a purse pay-out of $1,000. Cars racing
numbered 44.
It was a who’s who of racing as all
the hotshoes of the time raced at the track.
The list of feature winners was numerous,
including Dick Trickle who won the second
event ever contested at the track in a 1956
Ford, Dean Spohn, Jack Smith and Vic
Kopacz, of the reported races in 1961.
1962 found the speedway boasting of
being rated as one of the finest and safest
in the State. It also was proud of the fact
racers were coming to compete from
throughout Wisconsin but also from the
Twin Cities and even Chicago, IL. Paying a

$1,000 purse for its Saturday night racing and offering
$10.00 in tow money were cited as reasons for the
excellent participation. Adding to the excitement for
the great crowds attending was a Mr. Claussen
running his motorcycle through a flaming wall. Dave
Frogatt in #74 took the Wednesday afternoon, May
30th, 1962 season feature opener with Les Katzner,
Everett Fox, Dean Spohn, and Lyle Nabbefeldt
following. Other main event winners during the year
included Dick Trickle, Augie Winkleman, Marlin
Walbeck and Vic Kopacz of the reported events.
Competition was fierce in semi-main and preliminary
action as such drivers as Martin Gould, John Mc
Namara, the Kittlesons, Howie and Wayne, Tom
Reffner, Junior Marzofka, Marv Marzofka, Jere
O’Day, and John Brevik among others competed.
1963 Found Lyle Nabbefeldt in his X car
winning the feature on Saturday, May 25th. Marlin
Walbeck, Vic Kopacz, Dick Schultz and Everett Fox
followed. Other feature winners during the year
included Kopacz, Walbeck, Fox, Dick Trickle and
Marv Marzofka of the events reported on. Preliminary
race winners included Erv Kurth, Larry Hansen, Ron
Waite, Ron Beeman, Dave Balliet, Jitters Johnson, Al
Nowak, Jim Back, Cecil Henderson, among others.
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$125.00. John McFaul, $95.00, Marv Marzofka,
$70.00, Everett Fox, $50.00 and Larry Baumel,
$40.00 were the top five finishers showing the
On Monday afternoon, May 25th, 1964, it was money they earned. Concession prices at the
track in 1965 showed, barbecue, $.30, hotdogs
Marv Marzofka winning the season opening feature
$.30, pop, $.20, coffee, $.10, candy and gum,
race in car #75, a 1957 Chevy. Other main event
$.10, peanuts $.20, popcorn, $.15&.25, with
winners included Jere Bredl, Marlin Walbeck, Everett
cigarettes selling for $.40/pack. Let’s see, with
Fox, Dave Marcis, Dick Trickle and Ken Pancratz, of
cost of living and inflation how does that
results reported. Other winners emerging included
compare to today? The ratio is a bit off!
Loren Iverson in the $3 car, Larry Sparks, Chuck
Sunday afternoon, May 22nd 1966,
Smith, Ed Colby, Ray Hoffman, Gary Kneisley and
found Marv Marzofka in #91, a 1961 Ford,
Dick Ketchum. Interesting to note besides Ketchum
the number of drivers that raced a #75 which included winning the season opening feature race.
Following Marzofka were Lyle Nabbefeldt and
Dick Trickle, Curt Martz, Marv Marzofka, and Tom
Jere O’Day. In addition to Marzofka main
Reffner.
event winners of events recorded were, Jim
1965 found Lyle Nabbefeldt in X, a 1957
Chevy, winning the season opening feature on Sunday Back, Dick Trickle, Dave Field, Wayne
Kittleson in the #7-UP car, Ken Pancratz,
afternoon, May 30th. Dale Walworth in #83 won the
Everett Fox and Larry Baumel, Other racers in
semi-feature. Others winning features on the year
this season making the rounds were Bud
included Marv Marzofka, Marlin Walbeck, Dick
Schroeder, Bob Bowen, Gordie Clay, Dewey Moore in
Trickle, Jim Back, Dave Field, Dave Marcis and
the “Chicken Coupe”, Francis Kelly, Orv Buelow, Ray
Everett Fox of results listed. Other racers getting into
Knudson, Homer Spink, Don Turmire, Billy Wirtz, Ed
the swing of things at the track were, Larry Baumel,
Nichols and many others as car counts remained high.
Nelson Drinkwine, Jon McFaul, Bob Millis, Buck
Track management quoted the costs associated with
Linhart, Rich Somers, Lyle Lien, Don Larson, Harold
running the track in 1966. Officials salaries, $120.00,
Cleveland, Mike Grigsby, John Moquin and others too
welders fee, $30.00, insurance fee, $189.50, ambunumerous to list as race car fields had ballooned to
lance $20.00 and employees directly concerned with
over 50/event. Looking at Saturday night, July 24th, a
the track, $50.00. In 1966, Black River Falls Speednight when Dave Marcis won the feature, it paid
way lined up its racing via driver point
averages. Still popular today, for sure in
Black River Falls Speedway straightaway as it looked
the dirt racing World.
in 2010. There are remnants of the track today.
The Black River Falls Speedway
ended up having a good run of racing as
action continued through the 1966
season. Of course, about that time higher
banked tracks were being built and we
can only guess that the higher speed
action took away from the flat paved
tracks with their demise shortly thereafter. There are no reports of racing
continuing there after 1966.
Here and there...On Saturday,
September 9th, 1961, 34 cars raced in
the program at Black River Falls Speed-
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Early BRFS race line up. This is the #91
Marv Marzofka and #30, Marlin Walbeck at
the BRFS start finish line. Both were prolific
winners at the track.
way. A $1,000 purse was paid to competitors. Jack
Smith in #74 won the main event...On Saturday, June
30th, 1962, Wayne Kittleson drove over the wheel of
car, got hooked up and was dragged 200 feet. His car
then broke loose and rolled over 3 times before coming
to rest. Kittleson was not injured. Augie Winkleman in
#64 won the feature on the night...On Saturday, July
27th, 1963, at Black River Falls Speedway, Tom
Reffner rolled his Oldsmobile over in the semi-feature
and didn’t get out of his car. He was taken to a local
hospital where he was checked over and released.
Dick Trickle in #91 won the Feature on the night...
Everett Fox was declared the 1964 BRFS track
Champion. Marlin Walbeck who had set a new track
record in qualifying of 14:75 seconds was awarded the
time trial trophy...In 1965, Black River Falls Speedway
became a member of the CWSA (Central Wisconsin
Speedway Association) sanctioning group...For 1966,
Marv Marzofka was crowned the class A (Feature
cars) track champion, out pointing Dave Field, 975-675
on the season. Gary Kneisley was Class B champion
with 400 to Ray Knutson’s 225.
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Page 17

October 2022

Jim Sauter Classic a
ace
way P
ar
k
att Dells R
Race
acew
Par
ark

Racing History continued from page 16
Once again, many thanks to racing Historian
Jim Cleveland who compiled the bulk of information here.
And, one last reminder, it is Champions
Reunion 14 at La Crosse Fairgrounds Speedway,
West Salem, WI., as part of the huge Oktoberfest
racing weekend October 6-9, 2022. The Reunion
this year sponsored by long time racing supporter
John J. Mayer and his wife Sandy of Mayer
Insurance Appleton, WI., will be on Sunday,
October 9th, from 11am-2pm in the turn one
grandstand Hospitality Chalet. A star-studded
group has indicated they will be on hand, but there
is room for more attendees. The event is open to
former racing Champions, Oktoberfest main event
winners, along with track or Series promoters past
and present. More information and signup can
take place at the Champions Reunion 14
FACEBOOK event page, or the
starmakermultimedia.com web page, For additional info., contact Dale P. Danielski,
dale@starmakermultimedia.com and by phone at
608-783-5125 or 608-518-2478. You must let
Reunion promoter Dale P. Danielski know in
advance you will be attending to be placed on a
list for admittance at the main grandstand gate..
Always a fun time, now in year 14, I didn’t think
we’d get to year two!
Last but not least, in the quote of the column
department, Dave Marcis. “I won 52 races in 90
starts one year. You could race on the same set
of tires practically all year, unless you cut one or
something. I’d make $100-$150 to win a race.
There was some money in it. Then John McFaul
brought in the Polk recap tire, it came out of
South Bend, Indiana. That’s when people started
spending money and buying too many tires.
Shortly after that, I headed south to race.” Dave
went on to become a very successful Cup racer
in NASCAR winning races. He still resides in
North Carolina.

It was a dominating performance for Gabe
Sommers Racing at Dells Raceway Park, winning the
$15,555 Jim Sauter Classic 200 presented by
Habelman Brothers Company and Don’s Auto &
Truck Center.
Gabe Sommers has had some close calls to
making it to victory lane this season in the ARCA
Midwest Tour and came into Saturday night second in
the point standings.
On Saturday night, Sommers showed his muscle
as he dominated the Jim Sauter Classic 200 at Dells
Raceway Park in Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin.
The victory would pay off big time for the 19year old from Plover, Wisconsin as he will take home
$15,555 for the win.
Sommers would get by early race leader John
DeAngelis Jr. for the lead on lap 34 and would lead
the last 166 circuits en route to his second ARCA
Midwest Tour victory in his career.
“We have been working on this thing all year.
We have had a lot of good runs, and had a lot of
mechanical failures when we had a really good car,”
Sommers said in victory lane. “I’m really proud of my
team from where we have been, they really deserve
it.”
One notable person on his team is crew chief
Travis Sauter, grandson of the driver whose race was
in honor of on Saturday night.
Sommers said that while the car looked stout in
the race, they had their work cut out when they
unloaded it at the track.

“It wasn’t great when we unloaded it, we
worked on it quite a bit and made it better,” Sommers
explained. “I am really happy, can’t believe we got it.”
For the second race in a row, Austin Nason
finished second with Ty Majeski in third.
Nason got by Majeski on lap 139 and would cut
into Sommers lead until the final competition caution
flew with 29 laps to go in the race.
The final green flag flew with 23 laps to go and
Sommers had Nason on his bumper for a few laps, but
Sommers would pull away to a 2.504 second victory.
“I was hoping it would stay green, but I knew
there would be another competition caution,” Nason
said. “I felt like we would have been better on the long
run. We kind of inched closer to him, but was just off
a little. Not bad, this car has been fast here. I used to
hate this place, not bad for second.”
The five-time champion set fast time in qualifying, and started 13th after the invert. Ty Majeski
would work his way up to third, but was not able to
challenge for the win.
“Gabe is a really good kid and he deserves a win
like this,” Majeski exclaimed. “I know he has been
trying for a long time and those guys work hard. They
were the dominate car tonight, no doubt about it. We
just got beat, all we had was a second or third place
car tonight. Austin was a little better than us at times,
we were a little bit better at times as well. We had a
lot of fun tonight.”
Johnny Sauter, son of Jim Sauter, finished fourth
with Luke Fenhaus rounding out the top five.

Questions, comments, opinions and other
information welcome at Starmaker Multimedia
967 10th Ave N Ste A, Onalaska, WI. 54650.
608-783-5125 608-518-2478 or at
dale@starmakermultimedia.com

Doug Hornickel photos
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KISS Modified Project

Over the past year, Bill Woodworth has been working on a concept for a new style race car. Bill named the project the
KISS Modified. KISS is an age-old acronym for Keep It Simple Stupid. The concept consists of using an older dirt Late
Model chassis as the basis for a Modified, with other cost saving (simple) items to keep the cost down.
After a year of gathering parts and pieces, Bill’s project came to life and hit the track for the first time. Several issues arose
over the course of the test session, but the good news is that the car did hit track and make some laps with Shawn Kelley
behind the wheel. When Shawn finished the test session, he said to Bill, “We’re here to see what we got and go from there.
Don’t get discouraged by it. We just have to work on it.” Good words of encouragement.
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Duane Mahder Memorial Race
The Punky Manor Challenge of Champions included an extra day for the 2022 running of the event. The
Duane Mahder Memorial race was originally scheduled earlier in the season but fell victim to Mother Nature.
The Mahder race was added to the Thursday night prior to The Punky. A huge crowd and large field showed
up for the event. Jimmy Mars picked up another win in the event topping the 55-lap Late Model Main event.
Jake Hartung was the Modified winner and Terran Spacek captured the Super Stock main event.

Vince Peterson photos
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Legendary 100 Championss
Vince Peterson photos

The 17th annual Legendary 100 at Cedar Lake Speedway featured 344 entries in ten separate divisions competing over three days
of racing. Winners of the grand finale on Saturday were: AJ Diemel (Late Model), Cam Schafer (UMSS Traditional Sprint),
Chase Viebrock (UMSS Wing Sprint), Darrell Nelson (Modified), David Swearingen (Midwest Modified), Dustin Holub (Pure
Stock), Jason Junker (Hornet), Kory Ressie (Limited Late Model), Kyle Copp (Pro Stock) and Nick Traynor (Street Stock)

Thanks to Chuck & Ron
Two individuals that have been great supporters of The Midwest Racing Connection since my involvement began are Chuck Deery and Ron
Bernhagen. Both Chuck and Ron have announced they are stepping away from the sport at the end of the 2022 racing season. A huge thank
you goes out to Chuck and Ron for all that they have done for short track racing.

Dan Plan photos

Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and YouTube
www.facebook.com/themidwestracingconnection
@MidwestRace
www.youtube.com/theracingconnection

Page 21

October 2022

October 2022

Page 22

The Mid
west R
acing Connection Dir
ector
yP
age
Midw
Racing
Director
ectory
Pa

Street Stock/Sportsmen Parts

Downtown Shakopee
952-445-9668

LaCrosse, WI

www.dcaracefab.com

Sunoco 110 Standard available in bulk.
Most competitive price in the Midwest.

Red Wing, MN
1-800-634-9666
www.wilsonoilcompany.com

608-518-2478

18225 State 16
Houston, MN 55943
info@tobyraceproducts.com
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Proud Sponsor of the UMSS

