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Dan Plan
This year, I’ve been lucky enough to witness a
few drivers pick up their first career wins after moving
up to the top division at their home track. Over the
years, I’ve seen many drivers move up and not enjoy
the success they had in other divisions. It’s the nature

of the game. Typically, the Late Model division on dirt
and asphalt takes a lot more work, from both the
driver on the track, and on the car in the shop. The
two Late Model first time winners I witnessed in
person during the first part of this where Dusty Mann
and Nick Panizke. Dusty picked up a win on opening
night at Elko Speedway and Panitzke’s first Dirt Late
Model win came on opening night of The Masters at
Cedar Lake Speedway. Dusty took the lead late in the
race for his first win and held off veteran driver Chad
Walen. Panitzke’s win came over many of the top
regional drivers in the
area. To top it off, he
exchanged the lead with
Pat Doar numerous times
of the last few laps. Both
were well-deserved wins.
The pure joy and
emotion first time winners
experience is something
great to see in person.
The well wishes from
friends and family at Elko
for Dusty was pretty darn
cool to see up close.
Watching legends of the
sport like Jimmy Mars
and Pat Doar be the first
ones to congratulate Nick
after he crossed the
scales was something I
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USMTS Modifieds in action at Cedar Lake Speedway during the 23rd running of The Masters at Cedar Lake Speedway
Publishers note from page 3
was lucky enough to be on hand to see in person. The
racing on the track is just part of why I go to the races.
Moments like this are what keep me energized and
interested in the sport. These are the types of moments
that have me going home for the night with a smile on
my face.
The other thing that came across my mind as we
approach the mid-season point is why some big shows
aren’t as big as others. The Masters is one that I think
a lot of true race fans miss out on. The Masters has
had some “tweaking” to the format of its 23 years of
existence. The current format with Late Models and
USMTS Modifieds racing for big money has been in
place for several years and has the event headed in the
right direction. The event draws a huge field of cars.
The crowd is considerably larger than a weekly show,
but there’s still room for more people.
Seeing how local drivers stack up against others
in the area is a concept that’s been around since the
days of the late Hugh Derry started the National Short
Track Championships at Rockford in the 1960’s. The
USRA Late Models and Cedar Lake Late Models
always put on a good show at weekly events. The
addition of several travelers for the weekend is what
makes the show bigger. The Modified division on a
weekly basis at Cedar Lake is a hard-charging bunch
that put on a good show. When the USMTS Mods
come to town, they just seem to pick things up a notch
or two. The USMTS group has drivers from across the
nation to their shows, and the make several stops in the
Minnesota/Wisconsin area during the summer months.
The moves some of these USMTS guys make on the
track during the heat races and B-Features are
sometimes extremely aggressive, and almost borderline
crazy. And that’s just to get into the show. The main
events keep you on the edge of your seat. It is something truly exciting to watch in person. The USMTS
boys get two-thumbs up for their performance during
the 23rd running of The Masters.
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Talkin' Racin'
with Jason

Jason D. Searcy
Most of us would be happy to be successful in
accomplishing our goals and to be respected by the
peers in our one chosen community.
Chad Walen seems to be an overachiever in that
aspect because he has been successful and has
garnered respect in two different four-wheel communities, his local Racing family and also his Hot Rodding
family.
For Walen his two passions converge yearly in
June when the “Back to the 50’s” car show takes
place and racing resumes from its long winter break.
Every year Walen displays one of his classic
vehicles on the Friday of “Back to the 50’s” at the
Minnesota State Fairgrounds and then Saturday moves
his focus 35 miles South to the race track at Elko
(MN) Speedway.
Chad has racing in his blood, his uncle Mel

Walen family photo

July 2022

Walen raced all around the
upper Midwest, his Dad Don
was on the pit crew and Chad
watched from the stands until he
was old enough to get into the
pits.
But before he got the itch
to race himself, he always had
the desire to build his own hot
rod. “Before I really wanted to
race, when I was 12-13-14 I
wanted a 1956 Ford F100
pickup,” said Walen “when I
was 14 I found a 1953, same
body style with a couple differences. When I wasn’t at the
race track I was at home
restoring that truck, and I still
Jason D. Searcy photo
have it today.”
Walen started his racing
career quite a few years later in the V-8 Modified
years ago, “I enjoy building them more than going to
division at Elko Speedway in 2001, “my dad said I
the shows,” said Chad. His dad Don continues to be a
could start racing when I could afford it, so I was a
co-owner of their
late bloomer,” said
Late Model race car
Walen with a smile.
and they both do all
The Modified
the wrenching on the
division was short
car.
lived at Elko so they
Walen’s racing
sold the car and
career is also
bought a Late
peaking right at this
Model, he continues
moment, he scored 4
to race in that same
wins at Elko Speedpremier division to
way in 2021 and
this day.
finished second in
Chad’s passion
points to Jacob
for hot rodding did
Goede who was the
not lapse when his
NASCAR weekly
racing career was
series National
blossoming, he found
runner up. He
Walen family photo
a 1957 Ford 2 door
competes against
sedan, he worked on
one of the toughest
it for many years
fields of Late Model competitors in the entire nation
and finally got it finished in 2006, That car was later
and he wins more than his fair share, including this
nominated for the MSRA “Car of the Year.”
year at Elko Speedway on the Saturday night of the
“Back to the 50’s” weekend. “We picked up right
2006 was also the year that he
where we left off last season, so it’s fun,” said Walen.
broke his back in an accident at the
For most of us, one family is all that we can
race track. That injury did not derail
handle, but for Chad Walen it seems that eight wheels
Walen’s racing career, it was just
turn better than four.
ramping up as he was
successful at both Elko
Speedway and Raceway
Park in Shakopee (MN).
Walen scored the Overall
Points Championships at
Raceway Park the final two
years they raced Late
Models in 2011 and 2012.
Chad Walen and his
dad still continue their love of
both classic automobiles and
race cars, they finished
Walen family photo
building the 1934 about 3 or 4
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Welcome to the Big Lea
gues
Leagues

New Dirt

Jacy Norgaard
It was two weeks before a scheduled trip to
Ohio for a World of Outlaws Late Model race when I
received the excellent news. I had been approved to
photograph the Coke 600 at Charlotte Motor Speedway. This would be my first-ever NASCAR Cup
Series race that I photographed. My original plan was
to drive to Ohio from my home in North Carolina for
the Outlaws race. With approval to now shoot the
NASCAR race, I booked a last-minute flight and was
scheduled to return to North Carolina at 10 AM that
Sunday. Plenty of time to get home and prepare for
the Coke 600. I will admit I was nervous to photograph my first Cup race. Not because I did not think I
could take good photos, but because I had no idea
where I could go and what shot possibilities existed.
That is the great thing about most of the dirt tracks
that I adventure too, unlimited access for photography.
Nevertheless, I was happy to finally cover a
NASCAR race. I never would have envisioned doing
so when I started shooting all those years ago.
I got off the plane in Charlotte running on 5 hours
of sleep. I knew I had a long day ahead of me. I
swung by Charlotte Motor Speedway first to pick up

Jacy Norgaard photo

my credentials and parking pass.
Sure enough, I was an approved
media member and secured my
credentials. I drove the 20 minutes home to our house in North
Carolina and got my camera gear
ready. While batteries charged, I
edited photos from the night
before in Ohio. I have done backto-back races plenty of times
before. But it was wild to think
that in 24 hours I would photograph a race in Ohio and another
one in North Carolina. I packed
my gear back up, changed
Jacy Norgaard photo
clothes, and headed out to the
track.
I arrived at Charlotte Motor Speedway around
have looked up to and idolized their work over the
3:30 PM. There were still several hours to go until the
years. I could not help but think that maybe someday I
start of the race. I parked
would be a regular on the NASCAR circuit. Those
outside the backstretch tunnel
thoughts quickly dissipated from my mind, and I
and caught a ride on the shuttle.
focused on preparing for the night at hand. I asWhen we entered the infield
sembled my arsenal of gear and met my girlfriend
from the tunnel there were
Mikayla outside. She works for SMI, the company that
swarms of people everywhere.
owns Charlotte, and a host of other NASCAR tracks.
The shuttle dropped me off at
The Coke 600 was equally as special for us as it was
the media center and the Carothe first NASCAR race, we worked at simultaneously.
lina heat hit me. It was a scorch- Mikayla took me for a ride on her golf cart and we
ing hot day out. Inside the media checked out the fan zone for an hour or so before
center, I found a few people that returning to the media center. She dropped me off and
I knew. Fellow short-track
I got to work.
racing shooters who were also
All the thoughts I had about NASCAR were
covering the Coke 600. The
erased once I started taking photos. The access level
photographer room in the media
is restricted smartly. But there is still quite a bit of
center was stocked full of
shooters who are the best in the
New Dirt continued on page 7
Jacy Norgaard photo
world. Many of the guys that I
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New Dirt continued from page 6
access you have as a photographer. I shot driver
introductions front and center by the stage and then
worked my way towards the end of pit road for the
start of the race. I did my best to see what other
photographers with similar colored photo vests as
myself were doing. I was the new kid on the block and
did not want to do anything that made me stand out.
After spending a few laps at the end of pit road I put
steps on and walked all around the Charlotte Motor
Speedway in search of good shooting angles. I found a
couple of spots that I really liked and built my mental
notebook for future use. Around halfway in the race I
walked through the Turn 4 tunnel and went to try
shooting outside the track. Once I finally made it down
to the fence line and started shooting, I was shocked
at how difficult it was. Shooting outside at a dirt track
had seemed so much easier. Shooting outside with
cars at this speed was tough. That experience made
me respect the guys that master some incredible
outside shots more. As the race winded down I
migrated back to the infield and went to the empty pit
stall of Chase Elliott. NASCAR allows photographers
to shoot inside of any empty pit stall (behind the wall)
once a team has vacated. It was inside that pit stall
that I watched and photographed Chris Buescher as
he spun through the infield. A very normal racing spin
like most others. Then something bizarre happened.
His right front wheel broke and dug into the ground.
This sent his car into a violent barrel roll through the
infield. I kept my finger pressed on the shutter and
fired off 30 photos of the roll. Once he emerged from
his car unhurt, I was proud of being able to capture
that moment. This was only the second-ever flip for
the Next Generation CUP car and I was one of very
few photographers who captured it.
The race ended with Denny Hamlin taking the
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Jacy Norgaard photo

checkers. I did not have victory lane access, but I shot
through the fence of his celebration. I headed back to
the media center and packed up my gear after dumping photos. It turns out the race was the longest
NASCAR race in history (distance) and close to being
the longest timewise as well. I said goodbye to my
friends in the media center and headed for the shuttle.
The entire drive home I thought about how cool it was
that I had just photographed my first NASCAR race. I
hoped there would be more in the future.
The hope quickly turned to excitement the next
day when I found out I was also approved to photo-

Jacy Norgaard photo

graph the inaugural NASCAR weekend in St. Louis
the following weekend. Conveniently enough, we had
a World of Outlaws Late Model race in the area that
Friday night. No early morning flight for me this time!
At the airport on the way out to St. Louis that
Thursday afternoon, I met a crew member in the
NASCAR Camping World Truck Series. He was a
dirt racer from Georgia who just moved to North
Carolina to pursue his dream of working in racing. We
talked for 45 minutes or so about racing, and I showed
him some of my Coke 600 shots. Sure enough, I would
see him again on the pit road of the Truck race on
Saturday at World Wide Technology Raceway. I
photographed both the NASCAR Truck Series and the
NASCAR Cup Series at World Wide and loved every
second of it. As much as I enjoyed shooting at Charlotte, I enjoyed the St. Louis race even more. The
races were during the day which is every
photographer’s dream. And the track had awesome
shooting locations throughout the entire facility.
My favorite moment from the St. Louis weekend
was listening to Joey Logano during his postrace
media center interview. It was not what he said about
the race that struck me. It was what he said to
everyone in the media center. Joey thanked everyone
and wished them safe travels getting home. This
moment to me was super refreshing and really showed
the character of Logano. Here was a guy who just
won the Cup Series race, and he took the time to
thank the media members and wish them well. This
passing moment isn’t all that memorable for some, but
for me it was nice to see a driver do that.
I am proud to say that I have made it to the Big
Leagues of racing. Even if it was only for 2 weekends. Everyone must start somewhere. I am not sure
what the future holds or if I will make it all the way to
full time in NASCAR, but I am certainly going to enjoy
every moment of the journey.

July 2022

Racing Nuggets

PJ "Jacklyn" Nuttleman
Lately, I’ve been feeling older. High School
graduation invitations showing up in the mail for kids
who I swore were just 7 years old last year. I asked
my husband the other night, “when did we become the
old people?”
As I scroll through social media, it’s hitting
different. Racers that I’ve watched battle on the track
are now crew chief-ing on their kids’ Quarter Midget
or Winged Cart. And these kids? They’re killing it!
Their parents are rightfully proud. Big Dan
Fredrickson—who is capable of a scowl that can rival
my husband’s—joyfully picking up his little 7-year-old
daughter, Harper after winning a feature in her
Quarter Midget… that’s a beautiful thing.
Speaking of little Miss Harper, I spoke with her
and her hot-shoe brother, Ty recently. These kids are
taking to racing like fish to swimming. High-Side

Matt Wiebusch photo

Page 8

You’
ve Got to Be Kid
ding Me!
ou’v
Kidding
Harper—or Harper Dean, the
Racing Queen as she is affectionately called by her family is
pretty clear about what her
favorite part of racing is: Winning!
Brother Ty—or “Ty
Money,” as he is called—is quite
the wheelman himself. Dan
shared, “At first, I felt like I had
to critique everything he was
doing, but I soon realized I just
needed to shut up and let him do
his thing.”
It turns out that Ty, who is
13, is quite a natural—posting 8
wins out of 10 races so far this
season at the time of this writing.
And he’ll be taking a big step in
his career the first week of July
by racing a Late Model at
Wausau.
What’s the best thing about
watching your kid have success
in racing? Dan says it’s seeing a
fan base starting to grow around
his kids. And how does he cope
with watching them get tangled up from time to time
on the track? That’s a tough one.
Harper got into a bad one recently and had a bit
of a bloodied face. “That was hard,” Dan says. “But
she’s tough as nails and finished her race.”
Both Harper and Ty have no fear, which is OK
because their mom and dad more than make up for
their lack of it when they’re wheeling around the track.
It’s only natural for parents to
feel that way. It’s hard to not worry
when you’re watching your kids do
something so exhilarating and yet so
precariously dangerous at the same
time. But it’s hard to consider that
as a parent and a racer, you also
take those same risks. It just feels
different when it’s your kid and you
are not in control.
Another racer in the Quarter
Midgets with a racing dad is 9-yearold, Kelby Eilen. Kelby started
racing when he was just four, but
his dad—Jonathan was actually
hoping he wouldn’t like it.
"I was not going to push
racing at all. My actual hope was
he wouldn’t like it and it would be a
lot cheaper,” he laughed.
But Kelby loved it and kept
asking to race again. He’s racked
up over 30 wins since he started
almost five years ago—not that

Matt Wiebusch photo
he’s counting. But he’s definitely enjoying every
aspect of racing. Kelby can be found helping on his
dad’s race car. He even took to the spotter’s stand at
the Milwaukee Mile during practice to help out the
team! He did a really good job by all accounts.
“That was wild,” Jonathan recounts. “My
scanner was receiving—but I couldn’t transmit, so it
was just Kelby talking to me.”
Fortunately, it was just a practice session, but
what a memory for both of them! Kelby seems to
enjoy everything about racing—whether he’s getting
involved in working on the cars, spotting, or his obvious
favorite—driving!
Racing is definitely a family sport—especially for
these kids. When asked what the best part of racing
with his family is, Kelby didn’t hesitate: “Having fun!”
This next generation of racers is equally as stout
on the dirt side of things. Ten-year-old Cam Panitzke,
son of Nick and Morgan, has been racking up the wins
as well. And like the Fredrickson’s and Eilen’s, Cam’s
dad is his crew chief.
While his mom normally does the tires for his
dad’s racing efforts, she leaves the race car set up for
Cam all to Nick.
Morgan feels like providing “moral support and
helping Cam keep his mindset in a good place,” is a
more important role for her to focus on. Those skills
were put to the test recently when Cam was leading
the feature at Mississippi Thunder with three laps to
go when he spun out.

Racing Nuggets continued on page 9
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Racing Nuggets from page 8

A Night of Firsts
Vince Peterson photo

Matt Bohl photo
To say he was dejected would be an
understatement. But it’s that ability to not dwell
on races that are over—and focus on the next
one that makes all the difference. And focus on
the next one is exactly what Cam did—going
four-for four in the next four races on his schedule.
“Dirt gives everybody a taste of humble
pie,” Nick adds. Everybody makes mistakes and
you have to learn from them, regroup, and keep
trying to improve. Father and son drive each
other to get better.
“Cam got a clean sweep at Thunder Hill, so
I had to keep pace. Fortunately, I was able to
follow that with a clean sweep for myself at the
Cedar Lake Masters!” Nick laughed.
That’s a whole new level of competition—
and a fun one too—not just for them, but for the
rest of us watching it. So while this new generation of racers might be making me feel old, they
are certainly just as entertaining—if not more
so—than their racing parents.
And I highly suggest snagging a Hero Card
from these young wheelers, as it will likely be a
real collector’s item some day in the not-so-faroff future. Time flies. And so do these kids!

Matt Bohl photo

During the off-season,
Thunder Hill Speedway in
Menomonie, Wisc. expanded
their track in anticipation of
running full-size race cars
during the 2022 season. By all
accounts, the first event with
the Upper Midwest Sprintcar
Series was a success. The first
event for big cars on the little
track saw Mike Mueller pick up
the win and Jesse Glenz make
his Sprint Car debut in the ride
normally piloted by Jeff
Pellersels. The track ended up
producing multiple grooves,
with guys hugging the bottom
and running the cushion. It
was everything you would
expect of a dirt track, just on a
smaller scale.

ARCA at Elko
The ARCA Menards series
made their annual visit to
Elko Speedway on the
final weekend in June.
Sammy Smith spent some
time racing weekly at Elko
Speedway in the Great
North Legends and used
this experience to set fast
time and win the race.
Sammy also went back-toback by winning the most
recent ARCA race at
Berlin Raceway the
previous weekend.
Amber Balcean had her
closest race to home, but
dropped out early with
mechanical issues.
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WILLIE NELSON - MAKING HIS WAY IN RA
CING
RACING
By Charlie Spry

Some drivers are given nicknames early in their
racing careers, some are given them as a child, and
others just have a name given to them at birth that is
catchy and makes you remember it.
Rockford Speedway late model racer Willie
Nelson is one of those from the last group. Having the
same name as the star country & western recording
artist, this makes people notice him a bit more than
someone with a more mundane name. “Yes, it is my
real name,” He said, “I do get quite a few people
saying things to me such as ‘Hey, Willie Nelson, sing
us a song!’ but I am used to it, so it doesn’t bother
me.”
Willie (the racer) had no previous real-time
racing experience prior to getting a late model in 2019
but had done quite a bit of iRacing on the computer.
This seems to be coming more and more common with
younger drivers. “I started out with the late model at
Rockford in 2019, and only ran a couple of races just
to get my feet wet,” said Willie. “Then, in 2020 I
started running full seasons.”
I addition to racing full time at Rockford, he
would also compete in the Big 8 late model series, as
well as some post-season shows and gain the needed
experience. It has paid off, as now Willie is really
coming into his own as a driver, seeing better and
better results, and recently scored a third-place feature
finish at Rockford, and seems poised to get that first
feature win real soon.
Willie has also gained the respect of his fellow
drivers, and is regarded well wherever he races, as his
driving style has gotten smoother and smoother. “My
goal in every race that I am in, is to get the best
possible finish without tearing anything up,” said Willie.
Willie is also a favorite with the fans. He has a
quiet demeanor about him, is not brash at all, is good
with meeting and talking with fans, and does have a bit
of showmanship about him, as he has a checkered suit,

Jason Morgan photo
Willie Nelson rolling through the high-banks of Rockford Speedway
similar to what Hugh Deery used to wear here at
Rockford. He wore this at a couple of racing banquets, and it proved to be a hit.
His #25 late model is painted black, even though
at first Willie kind of wanted it blue. “My Dad told me
that lots of country and western stars wear black quite
a bit, so we needed the car to be black.”
Also, Willie is pretty good at getting sponsors for
his racing efforts but is always looking for more. “I
kind of thought about trying to find a way to contact
Willie (the singer) and seeing if he would be interested
in sponsoring me,” He noted.
Sponsoring the young driver are Darrell Phillips
P1 racing and performance, Concrete Developers,
Platinum Terrain lawn care, James and Katie Swan
Matco Tools, Jeff Storm trucking company, Racin’ At
Rockford (In memory of John Magnuson Jr.), heart Of
Gold Charity, Walk to end Alzheimers (In memory of
Mary H. Meyers), The Heaney family, Custom
Climate Control, MA Lawncare, Rolltek Transmissions, Lefthander Chassis, Wegner Automotive
Research, and Five Star Stock Car Bodies. Willie is
also employed at Five Star.
Willie would also like to thank his parents, Rob

and Dawn Nelson, and his dad is actually his crew
chief as well. Also, a big thanks to his spotter, Cody
Lipstreuer.
Willie also has respect for those veteran drivers
that he races with, saying, “I raced with Jon Reynolds
Jr. one night, and raced him wheel to wheel and
actually passed him back after he had passed me.
That is just something really neat.”
What does the future hold for Willie (the racer)?
Well, he hopes to keep moving up the racing ladder,
saying, “I would like to move up to a super late model
and run one of the series for those cars, maybe the
Tundra late models. You have to dream big I guess;
my goal is to someday make a living racing. That
would be my dream.”
So, maybe in the future when you say “Willie
Nelson,” people nationwide may be wondering if you
mean the racer or the recording artist. Plus, he said,
“I’m really not the greatest singer.”
His song is the tune of a high-powered racing
machine at speed. Best wishes in your racing efforts,
Mr. Nelson!
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Like us on Facebook, watch us on YouTube, or follow us on Twitter
www.facebook.com/themidwestracingconnection
www.youtube.com/theracingconnection
@MidwestRace
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Photo Galler
Galleryy

Chris Buescher goes for a tumble at the World 600
Jacy Norgaard photo

Chris Buescher continues his wild ride at Charlotte Motor Speedway
Jacy Norgaard photo

Nick Panitzke picked up his first Dirt Late Model win at The Masters
Dan Plan photo

Willie Nelson in action at Rockford Speedway
Jason Morgan photo

Mike Mueller won the UMSS Traditional Sprint main at Thunder Hill Speedway
Dan Plan photo

Part-time racer, part-time Quarter Midget photographer Matt Wiebusch
Stroker Ace photo
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Photo Galler
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Kelby Eilen pushing his dad's car at the Milwaukee Mile
Bruce Nuttleman photo

Jonathan helps out his son Kelby at Little Elko Speedway
Matt Wiebusch photo

Jimmy Mars won the Late Model portion on the final night of The Masters
Brewster Baker photo

Derek Ramirez won the UMSTS portion on the final night of The Masters
Junior Jackson photo

Devin Schmidt picked up his first LaCrosse Late Model win
Dan Plan photo

Dylan Kromschroeder picked up two wins in a row in USRA Late Models
Dan Plan photo
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The time has come to start collecting
donations and funds to help as many drivers
as possible attend the 35th USA Nationals
at Cedar Lake Speedway. This year is also
the 15th year of the FANSFund and it
seems like the racing industry, and the
world in general, are back at year one. This
year drivers and teams will have to decide
what races to attend while also dealing with
with rising prices from everything from fuel
to get to the track to tires to run the races.
We are now taking donations to add to the
fund, which will work the same as it has in
the past. With $30 you will get 6 votes, an
invite to the lunch, and an event t-shirt.
Donations can either be made via PayPal or
at the track.
If you are a driver or would like to see a
driver added to the suggested drivers list
please feel free to reach out to us so we can
get their contact information. This helps us
contact the drivers to make sure they are
still interested so we can keep our driver list
as accurate as possible. As in years past,
any driver (not currently with the World of
Outlaws) is eligible to be part of the
FANSFund. This will again be split into
two groups, the New drivers (who have not
participated the USA Nationals in the past
couple years) and the All-Stars (someone
who recently raced the USA Nationals). It is
important to remember that votes can be
given to any driver, but if we are not able to
contact them, we are not able to give them
in invitation to be part of the FANSFund.
See you at the races, and please get those
donations in ASAP.
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Dangerous Dan

fans opting to make the race a part of a weekend
camping trip. You can get close to the cars in the
IndyCar paddock and I like to watch the cars go
through tech and see the different adjustments the
crews can make on them. A golf cart is necessary for
the full Road America experience and my radio
partner, Brian Schmitt, and I split one as a cost saving
measure and we put it to good use. If you were to
track where we all went around the course that
weekend, it would look like the old Family Circus
cartoons with the squares marking our path all over
the facility. We found a really cool place to take
pictures just to the inside of turn 14 because you can
get unobstructed close up shots of the cars as they
sling through the corner just before heading up the

checkered flag. The race began early enough that I
was able to see the whole event before trekking off to
Slinger Speedway for round three of the Elite Eight
Super Late Model Series. There Steve Apel drove to
his first Slinger victory in quite some time and it was
really neat to see him on the victory deck with his
sons, as recently six-year-old Cameron received a lifesaving bone marrow transplant from his four-year-old
brother, Harrison.
Father’s Day weekend got started early on
Friday with a trip to the Beaver Dam Raceway for the
World of Outlaws Sprint Cars and that was followed
up with a return trip on Saturday night. Sheldon
Haudenschild swept both nights with different track
conditions as Friday night featured a hammer down
surface that was bad fast while Saturday night’s track

Dan Margetta
It’s never fun doing the same old thing over and
over again and my racing calendar in June certainly
didn’t fall into those doldrums as it featured quite a
variety of racing disciplines, which made the month fly
by pretty fast.
It all began quite unexpectedly as rainouts on
both the asphalt and dirt side the opening weekend left
me with an open Saturday with nothing to do. A friend
suggested a trip up to Road America to watch the
motorcycles race and seeing as I already had a season
pass, I decided to check it out. I had never been to a
motorcycle race and I made it in time to see the
MotoAmerica Superbike Series event, which was the
headliner of the weekend. I was genuinely impressed
with the whole atmosphere and I’ll tell you what, those
guys are absolutely crazy to be going that fast on two
wheels without a roll cage. The riders walk like robots
due to all the padding inside their suits and the corners
had huge air bags set up to catch those who were
unfortunate enough to crash. It was a fun new experience and a good way to kick off the month.
The following weekend I was back at Road
America as the NTT IndyCar Series made its annual
trip to the Dairy State. A full field of 27 cars were on
hand and the track campsites were filled with many
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steep front straightaway hill. We watched the start of
the Sonsai Grand Prix from the roof of the tower by
start/finish then headed to the hill by the Corvette
Bridge to get views of
turns 5, 13, and 14.
From there we found
listeners who invited us
to watch from the back
of their pick-up truck in
between turns 6-7
before heading into the
woods by the Carousel.
We then headed to the
back of the course by
the Kink (turn 11) and
Canada Corner (turn
12) before making our
way back to the rooftop
to see Josef
Newgarden take the

wasn’t as damp. The fast speeds on Friday produced
a few hard roll over wrecks, one of which sidelined
Craig Kinser, while Saturday’s race run caution free
until Brad Sweet cut down a tire and tagged the
backstretch wall as the white flag was about to wave.
I got the opportunity both nights to ride in the pace
truck which was quite the experience. It’s literally the
best seat in the house beside driving one of those
monsters. There’s a lot going on during the pace laps
of the Outlaws races and the pace truck has to
navigate through all of it, from cars getting pushed off
directly in front to drivers testing the surface by
screaming by alongside. If you ever get the chance to
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Dangerous Dan continued from page 15
be in the pace vehicle for a WOO Sprint Car main
event, make sure you immediately jump at the chance.
Sunday of Father’s Day weekend felt like old
times as I did “the double” by starting the day with the
ARCA Midwest Tour Series Father’s Day 100 at the
Milwaukee Mile and following up with a night at
Slinger Speedway for another round of the Elite Eight
super late models. Casey Johnson and Levon
VanDerGeest were two drivers who also made the
Milwaukee to Slinger trip and Johnson fared the best
of them as he won Milwaukee and finished fifth at
Slinger. Johnny Sauter and Erik Jones raced at the
Mile while Derek Kraus and Ty Majeski took on the
Slinger regulars. Johnson’s win at Milwaukee was in a
near photo finish over William Sawalich while at
Slinger, Steve Apel made it two in a row by holding off
Ty Majeski and Jacob Nottestad. It’s really good to
see the Milwaukee Mile being used again and I hope
they can continue to build off the event for years to
come. The near future looks bright for Slinger as well
as upcoming WABAM Slinger Nationals with Cobblestone Hotels and PepperJack Kennels on July 12th, has
already drawn serious interest from the best super late
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model drivers in the
country in addition to
Matt Kenseth and
William Byron. New
this year to the Nationals program is a Green
Flag Party on Monday
night, July 11th, to kick
off the festivities that
will have live music,
free samples, giveaways, and a qualifying
draw for the super late
model drivers. In the
Bruce Nuttleman photo
past, Monday night was
the social night at the
Nationals and this event will bring back some of that
friend comment about us “lucky Cheeseheads”
party atmosphere.
because there were so many racing events available to
Just when you figure there’s not much more
attend in Wisconsin. He’s right you know, and it would
racing to be done, July sweeps in with another full
be wise to attend as many of these events as you can
slate of big events around the Midwest. On the day
so as to not miss a thing as summer rolls on.
the Mile and Slinger both ran events, I had a Facebook

Upcoming Events
Dakota County Fair: August 8-14
Cedar Lake Speedway: August 26 & 27
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Going in Circles

Charlie Spry
Madison International Speedway has finally been
able to get some shows in, the first being not until
Memorial Day weekend. In order to make up for all of
the rainouts, many double feature shows were added.
The first Friday night show brought out 23 late
models, with a loaded field. I enjoyed chatting with
Ken Scott, who co-owns their racing team with his
son, Dillon. Dillon races a pro late model at the Dells
and had been doing well with a Midwest truck until a
stuck throttle and crash pretty much destroyed it.
Morgan Schissel races a late model out of their shop
as well and was present on this night I have not seen
Morgan racing that much in the past, but I will say that
he impressed me on this night. He ran door to door
with everyone in this event, including drivers such as
Zack Riddle, Bobby Wilberg, Michael Bilderback,
Austin Nason and really, the whole field. Anyone who
can do this is clearly at the top of the game.
Ken got his start at Columbus 151 Speedway,
where I initially met him years ago. He raced in pretty
much every division at one time or another, winning in
all of them. Now, he says that his involvement is more
in helping operate the team. He got his start with
advice from Mike Langsdorf, saying, “When I got my
first car, I told Mike that I was going to race it at the
Dells, and he said, ‘No you’re not. You are going to
race it at Columbus and learn how to race. If you can
race at Columbus, you can race anywhere.’ Ken also
noted that he might possibly be the only person who
ever went from last to first in one lap at Columbus.
That is quite possible.
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Talked to Ken Morris and some of his drivers.
Ken fields several cars for people in the Six Shooter
class. “I just love the smile on a drivers’ face after
they come off the track for the very first time, that
makes it all worth it,” said Ken.
Todd Holerud has another car that he races, but
that car was out of commission, so he jumped into one
of Morris’ rides. He would get his own car back the
next time the class raced here. Todd got involved in
racing by helping out Scott and Chris Wimmer. Today
Todd carries the #25 similar to the way Scott did. “
Chris may have been a little miffed that I carry Scott’s
number, and not his, so I told him that if I get upsidedown, then the number becomes 52,” said Todd. Dan
Bishop has been racing one of Ken’s cars for quite
some time and enjoys racing here and has scored
three feature wins here in the division. Todd Klinger
said that this was his first time, after doing mostly drag
racing previously.
Justin Tyler was making his first start here in the
Six Shooters. Justin hails from Beloit, and races mostly
at Rockford, saying, “I usually have to work on Friday
nights, so I don’t get to race here. With this being the
holiday weekend, I have off work and can finally race
here.” Justin has ties to the area, as he is originally
from the Edgerton area, and his dad raced here years
ago with a former Pete Seitz car.
Justin Sellers brought out his sportsman car that
has been raced the past few years at Rockford. Justin
is from the Sycamore, Illinois area, and grew up racing
on the dirt at that track, winning a championship. He
then switched to pavement racing a few years ago,
racing at Rockford in a sportsman car, late model, then
back to sportsman cars. “We are going to try the
MisFitz class here for five races and just see how it
goes. Just want to try something different.”
By mid-June, rookie MisFitz racer Mason
Hellenbrand would score his first career feature win
here in this division, splitting the double feature format
with his dad, Ray. Mason has looked really good out
there, really from his first time out.
Brothers Shaun and Stephen Scheel have looked
good this year in the late model class and have also
shown a great deal of sportsmanship. They have raced
here for a couple of years now and are to the point
where both are threats to win features. Rookie Seth
Reamer has had some real good runs here in his first
full year here. He races with the same baby blue and
white color
scheme that his
dad, Keith, raced
with back in the
early 1990’s at
Columbus,
although Keith
ran the number
32 and Seth has
always used the
number 37.
Taking in
the monthly
street drags show
at MIS, I ran into

an old friend, Kent Ewert. A former off-road racer,
Kent has been hard at work on a very unusual creation, a Volkswagen powered golf cart. “I’ve been
working on this thing for almost three years,” said
Kent. “It has been one thing after another, and I built
the tube chassis myself. Fitting the golf cart body on
there has even been a challenge. My ultimate goal is
to try to set a record for the fastest golf cart and get in
the Guinness Book Of World Records.”
The current record is something like 118 m.p.h.,
which Kent thinks is doable. “It’s kind of my last
hurrah,” said Kent. It certainly draws a crowd wherever he goes with it. Troubles shifting into second gear
plagued him on this night, so we didn’t get to see what
his creation is truly capable of, but I think we will.
Rockford Speedway has had some excellent
racing put on by their Sixer class this year. This
division is made up of front wheel drive stock sixcylinder cars, you know, the kind that are all over the
place and for sale cheap.
One of the families that races in this class is the
“Turtle Racing Team,” Headed up by the Emery
family from the Sharon, Wi. area. They bring several
cars and drivers to the track on the nights that this
class is in action.
The family got involved well over twenty years
ago, when David Emery Sr. started up a racing team
at Lake Geneva Raceway in the “BIC” class, which
stood for “Basic International Cars.” This class was a
bare-bones, no frills, stock four-cylinder division,
brought out by that track as a starter class. It succeeded very well, with huge car counts, including the
Emery family, which David Sr, and his sons, David Jr.
and Roger raced in. The racing team at that time was
dubbed “Puppy Power Racing” which was named by
one of the younger children.
The family continued racing in this division and
was even given some time in a racing documentary on
the 2002 BIC racing season at LGR, which was put
together by a guy named Matt Golin. This was very
well done and remains one of my favorite racing
movies of all time.
After the 2006 season, Lake Geneva Raceway
closed forever, and the Emery’s were out of racing
just like that. “We didn’t really want to travel very far
to race at that time, so we just kind of let it go,” said
David Sr. “We then messed around with demo derbies
and ran a couple of enduros, but that was about it.”
It didn’t take real long for the racing bug to bite
the family once again, this time with another generation getting involved. Rockford started up the Sixer
division, and Roger started the Emery racing team up
again, this time re-named “Turtle Racing.” They
started off with a couple of cars, and pretty soon more
and more family members wanted in on it.
Now, in addition to David Sr., David Jr. and
Roger, the third generation is now starting to race.
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Going In Circles continued from page 17
Hunter Thompson is David Sr.’s Grandson and
decided that racing looked like fun.”I started out last
year when I was fifteen years old,” Said Hunter. “I
don’t have the fastest car and I was just getting a feel
for it last year a couple of times. This year I hope to
get much more seat time and do a little better. I just
love the adrenaline rush that you get from this sport.”
By the time you read this, the first female racing
member of the team will have raced for the first time,
as Granddaughter Kaylee Emery is racing in the High
School Sixer division.
What started out with just a couple of cars has
grown even more. “We have Seven cars now, “ said
David Jr. “We went up to the LaCrosse area to get
one of them, and another came from here at Rockford. We spent some money to get some good cars.”
The goal of everyone involved is to have FUN!
They have already been successful with that.
I have been impressed with the illiani Midget
series that has raced at Rockford a couple of times
already this year. While Tom Schnabel has won both
features, it has been in dramatic fashion. The first time
was with a last lap pass on leader Scott Koerner,
where he kind of snuck up on the leader and made the
winning move. The other time Schnabel took the lead
when the leader spun out.
Derek Bettenhausen is one of the newer racers
in the class, but he is not a racing rookie. He had
raced for many years in the International (four cyl.)
class at Jefferson, and later raced at some other
tracks. “I still have that car,” said Derek. “I might dig
it out this year later and run a couple of times somewhere, but I am having fun with the midget. I got this
car about five years ago, but just am getting it going
now. It is an older car, but something to get started on.
The other racers have given me lots of advice and
have helped a ton.” He has raced the midget mostly at
Rockford, and the series has stops planned at other
venues, including South Bend. “I am not sure how
much we will travel,” said Derek. “I also am getting
older and don’t like racing in the heat so much, so that
is a factor, too.” It is a big change going from a
closed-body stock car to an open wheeled midget, but
Derek has the right attitude and the talent to do it.
A new driver here at Rockford in the late models
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is Jeremy Bentz. The Bentz name will be familiar to
anyone with ties to the former Lake Geneva Raceway, as Jeremy’s Dad, Tony, raced there for many
years. “When I started racing at Slinger, I had lots of
people come up to me and think that I was Dad,” said
Jeremy. “We look alot alike, and there was a lot of
people kind of confused.
Jeremy made plenty of progress throughout the
night, gaining a half-second in lap times. “I was happy
with what we did, especially considering that I had
never been on this track before and had not even seen
it since I was a kid,” Said Jeremy. “We will be back, “
Said Jeremy, “This track is harder than Slinger is, but it
is fun.”
It was nice to see sportsman class veteran Josh
Lundy grab his first career feature win in that division
here on June 18th. He looked very smooth in doing it,
too. Now that he has the proverbial monkey off the
back, I think he will get more feature wins.
Lafayette County Speedway looks to be having a
pretty good season once again in 2022. The hobby
stock and four-cylinder groups have done well, with
the other divisions doing well, also. Fan count has been
very good.
One of the veteran racers here in the late model
division is Jimmy Hendricks. Yes, his name sounds just
like “Jimi Hendrix” the famous guitarist.
Jim even had a decal on the car of a silhouette of
the rocker at one time, and it all started several years
ago, when then announcer Doug Collins gave him the
nickname of “Rockstar.”
Jim also
travels aways to
race here, as he
lives in the Portage
area, a good twoplus hour drive
home from the
track. “I am part
owner of Mad City
Powersports in
Madison, so it
works out OK,”
said Jim. “I have
the car in the shop
and ready to go

after work, so that isn’t so far.”
Jim is originally from the Muscoda area and
started racing here back in 2001 in the hobby stock
division. He then moved onto the Pro-Stock division,
which kind of morphed into the limited late models. He
also ventured out into other divisions, saying, “I tried
racing an A-mod for one year, and just did not like it.
That is when I went back into limited late models and
have been here since.”
Jim has always enjoyed racing here at LCS,
saying, “You have to drive this track. There is no flatfooting it around here.” He has done well in the
division but admits things could always be better. “I
just cannot seem to get Jason Robbins here, I can run
with him for most of a race, but then my car falls off
and he gets away. This is something we need to work
on and get better.”
In addition to LCS, Jim has also raced in the past
at Lancaster and Dubuque, Iowa. he feels that his
racing highlight thus far was winning the hobby stock
track title back in 2002 at Lancaster, saying, “It was a
real fun year and a fun track to race at. I won the title
that year despite having never won a feature that
year.”
Embracing the “Rockstar” name, Jim said that he
even took to wearing a bandana for awhile at the
racetrack, playing up to the image. He really is a
person who gets a lot out of the sport and gives to it as
well, as his business provides sponsorship to the
speedway. Look for the #68 late model to be tough to
beat here at LCS and wherever he may race!
On a very sad final note, on June 13th the racing
world lost an icon, as Rockford Speedway’s legendary
Jody Deery passed on. The Matriarch of the Deery
family of speedway fame, she was always a very
hands-on promoter and owner of the track. She and
Hugh both taught their children well in many life
lessons, and it shows. Often seen at the track in
checkered garb, just like Hugh did. She truly loved the
sport of auto racing and the many fans and drivers
who were a part of her life. She will be greatly missed
by all.
My first race ever was in 1980 here at Rockford,
in spectator drags. The Deery family was always all
about getting people out of the stands and into racing. I
personally thank them for that.
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Madeline Schultz
This feature at Fairbury American Legion
Speedway would be FloRacing’s “Race of the Week”.
Leading the field to the green, Blackhurst and Kevin
Thomas Jr would lead the way, however, the first of
many flags would drop from the flag stand. Yellow on
lap one for a driver spinning and having to reset the
field. On the second full restart, the red flag would
drop for a pileup in turns one and two. Schultz would
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go to the work area for
repair while Schlafer would
pull in for the night. KTJ
would lead the field to the
green for another 2 laps
when there would be
another red for the 2017
winner of this event, Jordan
Goldesberry tipping in turn
4. Goldesberry would return
to the field. When we
returned to green again it
was KTJ, Blackhurst, and
Nienhiser on top. KTJ
would lead and the drivers
would fan out on the
speedway. Nimee would
spin out causing the field to regroup with KTJ leading
the way, Blackhurst, and Nienhiser breathing down his
neck. Blackhurst and Nienhiser were already battling
for 2nd spot. When the field returned to green, the top
three would spread out until Nienhiser would catch up
to the Rhine Auto 39. Nienhiser would search for a
line and would slide him in turn 2 to the backstretch
causing contact, but the race would continue with KTJ
leading the way followed by Nienhiser and Blackhurst
with 10 laps in. KTJ would split lap traffic to put cars
in between himself and competition. Englehart would
spin in four throwing yet another caution on the
speedway. Coming back to the green, Nienhiser would
try to make a power move to the lead against KTJ and
cause himself to flip in front of the field, dropping the
red flag and ending his night. The teams had the
chance for fuel and a quick bathroom break for
D’Alessio during the open red. 17 laps to go when the
race resumed when KTJ would continue to lead the
way. A couple laps in after the restart, KTJ would
spin in turn 4 collecting second place runner
Blackhurst with 13 laps to go. The 6R of Ryan Bunton
would become the new leader with Thiel, Neuman,
and coming from the B main Joe B Miller behind him.
Joe B Miller would stalk Neuman for a third place
finish. Joe B Miller would pass Nueman for 3rd with 9
laps remaining when Schultz and Lynch would make
contact drawing out another red flad on the speedway.
Bunton, Thiel, and Miller would lead the field to the
green. Thiel would stalk his prey of Bunton on the high
side and Joe B would cross over Thiel claiming 2nd.
Miller wouldn’t stop there, he would pass Bunton the
lead with 5 laps remaining and dash off. Miller would
go on to win the feature of the 12th annual Bill Waite
Jr Memorial from 21st place. Thiel would finish
second and a final push for the 14H of Zane Devault
team would round out the podium.
Goldesberry and Nimee would lead the way to
showtime at Angell Park Speedway, with the Big
Wheel Scotty Thiel taking the lead in the opening lap
of the feature. Nimee and Goldesberry would follow
behind him with Thiel would already be weaving the
way through the tail of the field. Thiel would get loose
in turn 2 allowing Nimee to exchange the lead on lap
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6. Nimee would gain 3 car lengths on the competition
when the Big Wheel would close in on the high side.
Nimee would get caught behind lap traffic and Thiel
would take the lead back with 9 laps in the books.
Goldesberry, Schultz, and Neitzel would follow behind
him weaving through traffic. Yellow for the King of
the Sherm Nation on lap 13 when he would lose power
and would end his night. Thiel would lead the field
back to green with Nimee and Goldesberry in pursuit.
Borland would claim 5th when competition would
bobble in turn 2. Troubles would arise for the leader of
the Big Wheel, slowing in turns one and two with 14
laps remaining. Thiel would go into the work area
along with Danny Schlafer and they both would come
back out to compete. Nimee would lead the field to the
green, followed by Goldesberry, Neitzel, Borland, then
the rest of the field. Battles for position for 5th and
back would become intense, and Thiel would retire for
the night to the infield. Nimee would continue to lead
the way at the 1/3rd mile weaving in between traffic.
7 laps remained when Goldesberry and Nimee would
split a lap car and the battle for the lead would heat up,
and at times they were wing to wing drag race style.
Nimee would hold off the Springfield, IL native for the
win. Goldesberry would finish second, Neitzel third.
We would end the feature with a red as Schlafer
would have contact with the turn 4 wall causing his
car to turn sideways and tear off the wood fence.
Danny was able to walk away okay after the incident
and will return to the track for the NASCAR kick off
event coming up at Plymouth Dirt Track.
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Racing History

Dale P. Danielski
Stock car racing in the La Crosse, WI., area was
going over very well with the meager beginnings at the
track on French Island and the opening of La Crosse
Speedway on the City’s Southside. So well, that
another track was soon to be built.
Enter Donald Denny who came up with the idea
for the North La Crosse Speedbowl. “I was skiing or
walking up by the old Campbell cemetery and thought,
what a nice place this would be for a racetrack. I
thought it was ideal. The spectators could be there up
on the hill, you could have some bleachers. It was
perfect. You have to understand, I’m the inventive
type. Racing was kind of the thing at the time and I
had a garage on George street, a salvage yard in La
Crescent, (MN.) and had been in the body shop
business for years, so my interest in cars was there.
After going to the Southside track once in awhile I
decided to build my own track.”
So just how does one go about getting a track
built. “I leased the land from a guy named Kramer out
of Winona, MN. He was a local contractor and I
leased it from him for 3 years and he said if you want
it for another three years, we’ll just renew the lease.
That isn’t the way it worked out though. He knew we
were going to build a racetrack, but then he got mad
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because we were cutting down all the trees. How did
he expect us to build a racetrack if we didn’t cut down
the trees? Would have been really hard for those
racers to dodge those babies you know.”
Construction on the track commenced, but
Denny realized he would need help. “A fellow named
Everett Howe, from Holmen, (WI.) did the grading
and Ralph Fogel and I cut down the trees. We had a
two-man chainsaw, we’d cut down a tree and run.
Then we hired Erickson Hardwood, a guy named
Welty, he was talking to my dad and said it was
amazing those guys didn’t get killed cutting trees down
like that. Unfortunately, the second tree he attempted
to cut down got him. A big branch broke off, whipped
him right in the middle of the head. Killed him right
there. We realized it wasn’t going to be that easy
building a racetrack. It was awful, the worst thing that
could have happened trying to get it going.”
Actually, there was nothing easy about construction according to Denny. “We’d blow up the stumps
from the trees we cut down with dynamite, Oh you
couldn’t believe it. We had a big drill to crank on in
and pack the dynamite down in the stump. Sometimes
we’d put two charges in them. Fogel had a dog, one
time we blasted this one off, blasted that stump off, up
in the air it went and his dog ran into the hole it left.
The second charge hadn’t gone off yet, and when it
did, the dog flew up into the air, came down and then
ran right back into the hole. It was the dangdest thing
you had ever seen. After that, every time we would
blow up a stump, the dog would run back in the hole.
He liked that, but what a dumb way to do it.”
With clearing the area nearly complete, it was
now time to determine the size of the track. “We just
made it the size it would go. It went out toward
Shifters (Junkyard to the Southeast) and that was
where the leased land ended, so we headed back the
other way” The amount of land we had that was how
big we made it. No surveying, no specific way to
measure, not scientific at all. Where I walked is what
size it became. I guess it was a 1/4 mile or so. And it
wasn’t a true oval like we envisioned, we ran out of
land to do that.” Today strict regulations put an end to
race track construction before it even starts. Not so
much for Don Denny’s track. “We didn’t need much
of anything in those days. We did have to get insurance if we could get it. We finally got it through
Lloyds of London. We drove our own point for water.
Had it tested and it was OK. Think if you tried to do
that today. We had toilets. Outdoor toilets, which was
little more than a hole in the ground. We put troughs in
those too.”
Now the track is built, and with the help of Al
Eastman, Fogel, Bob Deal, (Who held the races on
French Island) and was also the announcer, he was
really good at it, according to Denny, and others,
racing is set for June 15th, 1952. An ad in the La
Crosse Tribune reads; Grand Opening, North Side
Speedbowl, stock car races. Enjoy the races, shade all
afternoon.

So how did that first event go? According to
Denny it was a disaster. “I hid on the other side of the
grandstand so no one would see me. The cars would
come around, they’d hit water in front of the grandstand. The track was so soggy and wet, it would bog
‘em down. They’d just spin their wheels. They were
going by on the front stretch about 10 miles per hour.
The track was too soft. I had to bring someone in to
scoop the whole thing out along the bleacher area. I
had bricks hauled in all along there and then we
brought in clay on top of that which helped solve the
problem.”
Things did smooth out a bit with the operation
however, and fans were excited to see racing on the
North side. “We charged a $1.00 to get in and we’d
get 2,500-3,000 people. We built our own stands for
serving pop. We had one place where they served
beer, another one where you could get hotdogs. We
specialized in hotdogs. I had my own pan, a big pan,
water in the bottom. We even steamed the buns, the
fans really liked those. We sold an awful lot of those. I
made more money on hotdogs than I did on the
racetrack. And a lot of beer. We sold it for $.25 a can.
That was a big deal then. It was like a big party. They
all drank a lot and had a lot of fun. Drank during and
after the races, then went somewhere else to drink
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Donald Denny track prepper in foreground
and got drunker. We all had that problem back then.”
With tracks popping up all over Denny found a
unique way to advertise and attract fans to his track.
“Fogel’s wife and I used to go out in the car with
loudspeakers out on top. We’d go to Prairie Du Chien,
(WI) and all these places and advertise through town
about the stock car races at the North La Crosse
Speedbowl. We went all over, wherever there was a
town. You couldn’t do that today. Heck you couldn’t
build a track like that today.”
After a year of racing in sunlight, as the
Southside La Crosse Speedway did, North La Crosse
put in lights. “Julius Sanders put those in. They didn’t
work that well though, it was too dark.” Even though
the South and North side tracks were racing on the
same day, Denny didn’t feel there was any rivalry of
sorts. “ I didn’t really pay attention to what they were
doing. Car counts were good, we had good crowds, I
don’t think there was a rivalry like many people
thought.”
Pertaining to who won that first race and some
of the drivers racing there it’s all a bit foggy to Denny.
“Anyone could have won that first race. They were
going so slow I don’t remember who that was. I do
know some of the popular drivers at the time, I talked
to them a lot, they were always mad about something,
were Cecil Griffin, Bob Mallay, Curly Severson, Arlo
Ziemann, Lyle Sheehan. I know later on you had
Chuck Smith, Dewey Moore, Dubby Anderson, Ken
Christenson, Sr. Ernie Tuff had cars that raced there
before heading down to Daytona to set speed
records.”
Other attractions besides stock car racing were
part of the show as well. “We had a lot of wreck ‘em
races. That was like a demo derby these days. We
even hired a guy; it was Hugo’s trip to MARS. They
had a damn dummy in his car and they had a ramp,
and Hugo was supposed to drive up this ramp over
some cars and crack ‘er up. They lighted the car on
fire, and Hugo, he was just a dummy you know, you
could see the dummy burning, and the people were so
pissed off, they threw beer bottles, cans, and everything else at the car. They were so mad, they thought
it was going to be a real person in the car.”
And on a typical night of racing profits could be
made according to Denny which led to a short-lived
tenure as race track builder and promoter. “The
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money was pretty good. You’d make a grand or so a
night, that was good money back then. I think people
took notice of that and after the lease was up, I was
out of there, even though I built the place. Somebody
else wanted the track, you know, I’m sure they
offered Kramer more money to lease it. Some of it
was stubbornness on my part. I took Kramer for his
word, we never had anything in writing in those days,
and he went back on it. But that happens in life. I’d
still do the same thing with the track today.”
It wouldn’t be long and new operators would be
in the fold and North La Crosse Speedbowl would
continue operations. Racing would commence but
further changes and ultimately the demise of the track
were coming. All part of North La Crosse Speedbowl
part two.
On Sunday, August 10th, 1952, it was Lawrence
Pierce driving, #303, the top car at Denny and Fogel’s
40 et 8, Northside Speedbowl. In other action, Marv
Fenske in #209, and Con Noben in #40 won consy
races. On Sunday, August, 17th, it was Bob Mallay
winning the Feature event at Northside Speedbowl.
On Friday, August 22nd, it was Joe Miller in the #21
car winning the Feature in the first night program at 40
et 8 Speedbowl. On Sunday, August 24th, two drivers
were hurt in racing action at the Speedbowl. Stan
Ferguson and Lyle Sheehan were hurt in rollover
accidents at the track, but both were treated and
released from a local hospital. Glen Miller in car #21
won the Feature.
Here and there...5/21/2022 action at La Crosse
Fairgrounds Speedway found Jacob Goede sweeping
both 20 lap Features in NASCAR Late Model
action...You can’t go wrong with a $5.00 admission
fee to catch some racing action. Fayette County
Speedway, West Union Iowa does that for their
weekly shows throughout the summer. Filled grandstands on this night, 5/27/22, with Dan Hovden taking
first place honors in the top billed B Mod
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division...Dan Fredrickson arrived on the scene for
racing at La Crosse Fairgrounds Speedway, 5/28/22
and promptly set a new track record in the NASCAR
Late Model division. The new standard is 19:374
around the 5/8 mile oval. Fredrickson had trouble with
a lapped car in the Feature chasing Steve Bachman,
who ultimately won the 25-lap main. Tom Luethe on
the night, captured his first ever win in a late model,
taking the 2nd heat race win...La Crosse Fairgrounds
commenced with racing on 6/4/22, with Minnesota
traveler Michael Haggar picking up the 25-lap
NASCAR Late Model Feature win. Carter Horstman
picked up his first ever victory taking a Hornet race
heat win...$5.00 bucks is all it takes, for admission at
the Winniesheik Raceway of Decorah, Iowa. Racing
action on Sunday afternoon, 6/12/22 there found Dan
Hovden besting 20 others in the B Mod main
event...La Crosse Fairgrounds 6/18/22 found the
$100,000 man Devin Schmidt winning the 25 lap
NASCAR Late Model Feature...And it was Carter
Horstman winning the Hornet Feature, his first career
main event win...
Questions, comments, opinions and other information welcome at Starmaker Multimedia 967 10th
Ave N Ste A, Onalaska, WI. 54650. 608-783-5125
608-518-2478 or at dale@starmakermultimedia.com
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Street Stock/Sportsmen Parts

Downtown Shakopee
952-445-9668

LaCrosse, WI

www.dcaracefab.com

Sunoco 110 Standard available in bulk.
Most competitive price in the Midwest.

Red Wing, MN
1-800-634-9666
www.wilsonoilcompany.com

608-518-2478

18225 State 16
Houston, MN 55943
info@tobyraceproducts.com
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