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Dan Plan
Often times the negative side of social media
platforms seems to out weigh the positive side. Recently, social media provided me with an absolutely
positive experience. When I was approaching my
early teens in the late 1970’s two of the top drivers at
my local track were the late Dan Prziborowski and
Dick Stang. I was lucky enough to sit down with Dan
Prziborowski before his passing. Through social media,
I was able to get in touch with Dick about a month ago
and had a nice conversation on the phone.
During the late 1970’s Elko Speedway received
a fresh coat of asphalt. On a June night in 1978, Dick
set a track record of 14:10 seconds. The record lasted
for 23 years. Some kid from Webster (Jeff Martin)
was the first one to break the record back in 2001.
I had always been intrigued with the track record
lasting so long and learned several things over the
course of the conversation with Dick. It turns out the
record might not have ever happened. In order for a
track record to be set, all of the stars have to align and
everything needs to fall perfectly into place. It sounds

Dick Stang with his record setting
Howe Chassis with Firestone tires, as seen
by a 12-year-old kid through the fence at
Elko Speedway in 1978
like the conditions were perfect on this particular night,
but the original plan was to sandbag (due to the inverts
used at the time) and get a better starting position. At
the last moment, they decided to go for it. Just, think
somebody elses name might have been in the record
books for 23 years, or the record might have lasted
only a few years.
I’ve always enjoyed the “In their own words”
columns in other publications. I thought my conversation with Dick Stang would work well in this format.
Here is the 23-year Elko Speedway track record
holder in his own words.
Basically, it was a fast car. The Howe car
back then was a very good chassis. I was going to
sandbag that night because I got tired of starting in
the back of the pack all of the time and having to
work your way forward because they always
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Publishers note from page 3
inverted the field by the time trials. So, me and
the crew decided we were going to sandbag a
little bit to get a better starting spot. All of the
sudden all of these people were going out there
and going lower than the track record. And then
Jim Derhaag went out there and went below the
track record. My crew chief (Putz) and my
brother Dave came over and said go for the
track record and forget the sandbagging. I said
Okey-dokey.
So, anyway, we went out there, you’ve been
around racing long enough you know the conditions have to be right to set a track record. The
temperature, the humidity, this and that. At any
rate, I went out there and I laid down 2 laps.
One was a 14:10 and one was a 14:11. Talk
about Mr. Consistency.
Some people say it was 79 but I think it was
78 because the car wasn’t as good in 79 as it
was in 78.
I want to say the record lasted 22 or 23
years until they reconfigured the track. By that
time, the chassis had developed and the track
was repaved and re-banked.
It was a third-design Howe car that had a
Camaro stub on the front. The thing was a damn
rocket ship. It was basically like you had a post
in the middle of the infield and a rope tied to that

Buce Mclain photos

post. I never had a race car like that before or
after that.
We could run either Goodyears or
Firestones. I opted to go with the Firestones
because that was recommended by Ed Howe.
The funny thing about that was one time Jim
Derhaag came over one time said you guys are
crazy. You’ve got a fast car there. Put a set of
Goodyears on there and I guarantee you’ll go a
half-second faster. Of course, being crazy like
we all were back then, and wanting more speed
we decided to throw a set of Goodyears on
there. I went out there and couldn’t get of my
own damn way with it with the Goodyears on
the car. That was the biggest mistake I ever
made. Anyway, we pulled them damn things
off, and put the Firestones back on and we
were back in shape. I sold the damn things to
Derhaag. Here, you like ‘em, buy ‘em from me.
Those Firestones would run three nights
fast and the fourth night they were slowing
down. So every third night I would put a new
set on. We would run everything on the same
set of tires. Practice, time trials, heat race, fast
dash and the feature. In hindsight that was
stupid. You learn as you go.
Dick is in his retirement these days, but still
keeps busy year-round. My favorite comment from
our conversation was “I would rather wear out
than rust out.”

1979 Eko Speedway program photo

1979 Eko Speedway program photo

Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and YouTube
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Going in Circles

Charlie Spry
My racing season started off on April 23rd at the
Rockford Speedway for the annual running of the
“Spring Classic” with the Big 8 late models headlining.
Some twenty-eight cars took to the track, with
some new faces on hand. Max Kahler simply dominated, getting an early lead by avoiding a scrape
involving several cars, including Jon Reynolds Jr.,
Franc Beldowski, D.J. Smith and more. Reynolds
appeared to get the worst of it as all returned, but
Reynolds pulled off late in the event. Smith came back
to finish third behind Kahler and Dale Nottestad, who
also got caught up in it. Casey Johnson came up to
fourth, and thanks to quick pit work, Beldowski’s crew
changed a radiator quickly and got him out to finish
sixth.
Young Jayden Dahlberg was making his first
start in a late model and stayed out of trouble and
made laps. He moved up from the Sixer class over the
winter, so it is quite a jump. By the end of May, he
would score his first ever heat win in a late model.
The Mid-Am feature was named “The John
Magnuson 44” in honor of the Rockford announcer
who passed away during the off-season. It saw some
rough and tumble racing, with Ron Vandermier Jr.
taking the win over Rick Corso and Cody Clubb.
Clubb was fun to watch, as he passed a ton of cars to
get to that point.
The Bandits also raced in this event for the first
time and were a good addition. Teammates Cody
Armato and Nick Schneider came home 1-2 in the
event.
Had a nice chat with the Father/Daughter team
of Andy and Hanna Raley. They are doing something
a bit unusual this year, as each is racing in a different
traveling series. Andy is racing in the Mid-Am series,
and Hanna is racing in the Big 8 late models.
It’s not easy, especially when both series are
racing the same track on the same day, like today.
“We only have one other time all year where both
series race the same event, so that will help”, Said
Andy. On those occasions, they have to load up two
trailers and two tow vehicles and make sure they pit
next to one another so that each can help the other. It
is quite an undertaking.
Hanna has raced late models for a few years,
mostly at the Dells, and she has raced Bandits and

other divisions as well.
“I have only raced the
Bandit cars here a
couple of times, several
years ago, and this will
be my first time in a
late model here.” She
did well, driving a nice
line and staying out of
trouble.
Andy has raced
for many years, starting
out at the old Columbus
151 Speedway in hobby
stocks and sportsman
cars. He said that he
one time made a trip all the way to South Carolina, just
to race a street stock, so you know these folks don’t
mind putting the miles on to race.
The next day I took a trip out to the Madison
International Speedway for one of their street drag
events. Street cars, trucks, motorcycles, and ATV’s
all race in classes with one another down a 300 foot
drag strip down the front straight of the oval. As one
competitor told me, “It’s all about having fun. However, I haven’t won much. If I start winning more then
it might be more about winning.”
People of all ages participate. Lots of younger
people, but there are also lots with gray hair. It’s a
pretty cool thing.
Took in the season opener at the Lafayette
County Speedway. Like every track on the first night
of the season, new drivers, drivers changing divisions,
and lots of new paint and wraps.
Sport mod racer Payton Hendrickson has his car
looking really sharp this year. The car was “wrapped,”
which isn’t cheap. The pink and white car really
stands out. Of course, fellow drivers were all telling
him that it would not look that nice for long.
Had a group of visitors from the Beaver Dam
area, and they did well. Brandon Schmitt did something in the modifieds that rarely happens here, take a
feature win over Jeff “Bone” Larson. Larson did
finish second, while Dubuque racer Jed Freiburger
raced well all night and came home third.
The Hobby Stock division continues to grow and
grow and puts on some fantastic racing throughout the
whole field. There were
enough cars tonight to
force a B-main, the first
time ever since this division
started here. Mark Neis
took the “B” win. Scott
Wetter had an intense
battle in taking the A main
over David Crimmins and
Jimmy Doescher.
The late models put
on a good show as well,
with Jason Robbins scoring
the win.
Another Beaver Dam
Jason Morgan photo
driver took the win in the
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Sportmods, with Skyler Woods getting the win over
Tyler Soppe and Wes Digman. Again, if you finish
ahead of these guys you are doing well.
The four cylinders are another group that has
gained more cars this year, and after a few slim years
appears to be bringing in good numbers this year.
Noah Krahenbuehl looked tough to beat on opening
night, taking the win. Looks to be a very competitive
division this year.
Had a nice talk with four-cylinder racer Jakeup
Kingery. The Kingery name is heard often, as in
addition to Jakeup, his Uncle Justin Kingery also races,
and his dad, Jeremy has also gotten into it with his own
car. Another Uncle, Ken Quinn, races a late model.
“We are one big family group here,” Said
Jakeup, pointing to a large group of haulers and race
cars gathering in a corner of the pit area. “I got into it
from helping my Uncle Ken, and now my dad Jeremy
has a car, too, in addition to Justin.”
As far as Jakeup, his car is one of the nicest
appearing cars out there in the division, with its sharp
black, green, and pink slashes of color. “I’ve gotten
lots of positive feedback on this,” Said Jakeup.
He is just now starting his second year of racing,
after a shortened season last year, saying, “I only got
to race five nights last year before the engine blew up.
I’ve got a new engine in there now and looking for
better things this year. My car is also IMCA legal with

Going In Circles continued on page 6
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Going In Circles continued from page 5
one small change, so I can race other places in Iowa if
I want as well as here at Darlington.” Here is wishing
everyone in this group a fun filled 2022!
The second weekly show of the year at LCS
was run off amidst threatening skies and an eventual
light rain that finally put an end to the show during the
late model feature. Everything was run off in quick
order and completed, except the modified and late
model features. Thanks to all for running a very quick
show!
Troy Pokoj made his first showing of the season
in his bright green Acura, and promptly took home his
second career feature win in the four-cylinder division.
This division has quickly become a fan favorite with
increasing car counts.
The hobby stocks continue to amaze with their
great racing throughout the pack, and tonight it was a
battle between David Crimmins and defending IMCA
hobby stock champion Daniel Wauters, with Crimmins
getting the win. Several others are in the thick of
things as well.
Tim Seichter has an all-new hobby stock this
year, with an unusual Thunderbird body on the car. It
is powered by a Ford engine, too.
Kyle Hoffmann took the win in the sport mod
feature after a disappointing opening night.
Took in the 75th season opener at the famed
Rockford Speedway. Once again, many new drivers,
division changes and new paint jobs abound.
Late model driver Jake Gille got the car back
that his dad, Tom, raced last year, and promptly
knocked any rust off by winning the opening night
feature. Max Kahler won the Big-8 opener here
earlier this year and took second. Willie Nelson looks
strong this year and took third in a great run for this
driver. (The race driver, not the country and western
singer!).
Late model rookie Johnny Robinson III looked
good in his debut. After many years of winning races
and championships in the sportsman division here,
Johnny thought it was time to try Late Models. The
car is a Hamke Chassis which was previously raced in
Minnesota. Johnny was pretty much turning his first
laps in the car tonight, as one previous attempt on a
practice night netted only one session before they
found a loose steering rack. he did very well, winning
his heat race, so he can say that he won his first ever
race in a late model. His years of track experience
helped him avoid a pileup early in the feature. Not
settling on heat wins, Johnny would get his first ever
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late model feature win here late in
the month of May.
Howie Ware is sporting a
new color and a new number in
the sportsman division this year,
changing from #36 to #2 and a
new red color. The change
worked, as he won the feature.
Chad Smith kept on him the
whole race, with Alex Weber
looking real good in finishing third.
New faces in the field include
2021 Roadrunner champ Phil Speciale, Dominick
Lundy, Chad Lounsbury, and the return of Brock
Behnke. Veteran Nick Schneider has raced in nearly
every division here and now is racing a sportsman car.
He has won many championships in Figure-eight
racing and has raced the past few years in Bandits
and American Short tracker cars, winning there, too.
He wins in any division he runs in.
Team cars Kelly Evink and Matt Berger look
especially strong in the American Short Tracker
division, with Evink getting the win over Steven
Erickson, who has his own team driver in rookie
Jeremy Watson. Watson earlier won a heat to get his
win the first night in the new division. He previously
raced in the Bandit class. On the second regular night
of the year, it was Berger getting the clean sweep,
setting fast time, winning his heat, and then the feature. This is pretty rare!
Stephen Hillary had the field covered in the
Bandit division, taking the win over Ryan Finley. On
the second night it was Shawn Bowar finishing in the
top spot over Hillary. Veteran Steven Dickson would
get the victory on the third weekly show.
The Roadrunner division looks to be growing in
leaps and bounds once again, once a staple of every
race night with huge car counts, the counts had
dropped off quite severely the past few year, until last
year, when the counts began going back up. This year
looks very strong and might feature the highest car
counts on many nights. The Sixer division might be a
big part in this, as it seems that many move up from
that division to Roadrunners.
One of the former Sixer drivers won the feature
tonight, as Zach Cichon took the lead at the start and
was never headed. Terry Ciano followed him for most
of the race and took second. If you watched races
here in the late 1970’s, you may remember Terry’s
Dad racing, also named Terry. with a #66 late model.
Terry said that he started racing back in 2007,
and raced hobby stocks at Madison on the half-mile
when that track did so. He also
raced quite a bit in the Bandit class
at various tracks as well as the
American Short Tracker class here.
The car he has is an old one, as he
noted, saying, “We think this car
might have been a race car for
almost thirty years. You could tell
that it had probably been wrecked
at least three times. Kevin
Memoli’s Dad has a body shop, and

Jason Morgan photo
we took it there, and we did what we could to get it
straight. It is as good as we can get it.” He got the car
from his brother, Don, who raced it sparingly the past
few years. It can trace its racing ancestry back to the
Lacrosse Fairgrounds Speedway as a Thunderstock or
Beer Stock.
Moving up from the Sixer class to Roadrunners
are Bryan Nalan Jr. and Dakota Paris, as well as
others who did so previously. I would expect to see
others as well. Paris made a trip up to central Wisconsin to get his race car.
The second night of racing saw another new
winner, as Ryan Smith took home his first career
Roadrunner feature. Another first-time winner was
Sean “Beerman” Worman, who took home a heat win,
his first ever in a Roadrunner.
Not to be outdone on a night of first-time winners, veteran Josh Thiering took the late model feature
win, making a pass on John Robinson II about halfway
through, then holding Robinson and others at bay to
take that first big win!
Also on the list of first-time winners was Super
Cup racer Sean Eurick, who took home the feature
win in that class. At fourteen years of age, he has a
long racing career ahead of him, and is already doing
some racing in a Midwest Truck.
Had a nice talk with Bandit racer Dave Parker
and his crew chief, Dylan Marshall. Dave has been
trying to get his car tuned into where it needs to be in
as far as the proper gearing. It has been hard finding
time to work on the car, as he has had to be on the
road and travelling for work. Dylan Marshall has had
the same thing happen. Dylan has raced these same
four-cylinder cars and also a Mid-Am stock car, but
found out that with work obligations and other things
going on, working with others fits the bill better than
racing himself, right now. “Racing myself got to be the
point where it was more work than fun, with time
pressing matters and trying to do it all myself, so now I
am taking time off and helping others, including Dave,”
said Dylan.
The Sixer division made their season debut on
May 21st, with thirty-seven of them racing, plus a
couple more in the pit area that broke before being
able to race. The action is intense in this entry-level
division and is a fan favorite. Newcomer Jeremy
Snow made his debut a good one, getting the feature
win.
Two attempts to get shows in at Madison
International Speedway on the oval were met with
rain. Hopefully the weather improves on Friday nights.
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busy time
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Jacy Norgaard
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before I was born. I grew up hearing about him and
his success from my father. I have seen the old
highlights and know his story. To be able to be there in
a place where all that history was born, the shop
where so much dedication and effort was put forth. To
be at a place that represents just a portion of racing’s
history, that was the most rewarding. This was also
the first time I had ever seen a NASCAR shop up
close. The shop as expected was immaculately clean
and well organized. The people inside were very

gracious and inviting. I was worried ahead of time that
they would be very restrictive and roll their eyes at our
interruption. At the end of the day, sure this was for
the car sponsor. But you must imagine that they
weren’t super happy with this photoshoot taking place
the first thing on a Monday morning. But they never

New Dirt continued on page 8
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My words will be short this month, not because I
don’t have a lot to say but because I’ve encountered a
lot of racing and a lot of unique opportunities this past
month and couldn’t possibly touch them all. Instead, I
leave you with the following story.
April ended with a unique opportunity to do a
private shoot at Spire Motorsports with Corey LaJoie
for Drydene/DuraMAX ahead of the Dover Cup
Series race. Doing my first NASCAR type photo
shoot was rewarding, but the highlight for me was
being at Spire Motorsports. It’s funny how a lot of
times in racing, there are unique connections to the
past everywhere you looked. The current Spire
Motorsports shop is the former residence of Alan
Kulwicki Racing. Kulwicki passed away 15 days

Jacy Norgaard photo
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New Dirt continued from page 7
showed any displeasure and were happy to lend a
hand and an extension cord for some studio lights.
Corey was great to work with and incredibly funny.
My favorite moment was him as we were getting
started. He smiled and said, “I’ve never felt more like
Ricky Bobby than I do right now.”
My month of May consisted of trips to several
racetracks around the country. Including Mississippi
Thunder Speedway in Wisconsin, 3 racetracks in
Pennsylvania, and 1 in North Carolina. I have included
a few of my favorite photos.

Jacy Norgaard photo
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Pirtek is the world leader in on-site hose replacement. Pirtek is growing and
looking for dedicated, career minded individuals to join our team in St. Paul and
Plymouth, Minnesota. Pirtek Mobile Sales and Service Technicians service a wide
variety of equipment, ranging from construction to industrial/manufacturing and
transportation. The ideal candidate is self-motivated, able to work with minimal
supervision, has good mechanical aptitude and strong personal and communication skills. Applicants must have an insurable driving record and the ability to
obtain a DOT Health Card. All applicants will be required to pass pre-employment drug screening. Knowledge of hydraulics, mechanics or machine repair is
beneficial, but training is provided. Pirtek offers a generous compensation package with a base salary between $40,000 and $65,000, depending on qualifications. The package also includes a monthly commission and a company service
vehicle. Other benefits include but are not limited to; uniforms, medical, dental,
short-term disability & retirement plans are available.

The ideal candidate should have the following:
-Strong personal, written and communication skills
-Good customer service skills
-Good organizational skills
-Good mechanical aptitude
-General technology and computer skills
-Physical ability to bend, lift, climb, kneel etc.
-Ability to work with minimal supervision
-An insurable driving record, ability to obtain a DOT Health Card
-Knowledge of hydraulics, mechanics or machine repair is also beneficial,
but training is provided.
-Military similar MOS, 91B, 91H, 91L:
Pirtek Plymouth 763-475-0475
Pirtek Midway 651-641-1414
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Like Father
Like Son

Caster Kane sits atop his dad's (Brent)
shoulders while watitng for his turn
to hit the track. Caster is the next in
several generations of Kane's to
participate in short track racing.

Upcoming Events
Algona, IA Nostalgia Dirt Series: June 25th & 26th
Dakota County Fair: August 8-14th
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Record Breaking Attendance

The annual Bus Race at Cedar Lake Speedway once again set a new attendance record for the facility

Joe Shear Classic at MIS

Doug Hornickel photos

Casey Johnson picked up the $15K payday for
winning the 15th running of the ARCA
Midwest Tour’s Joe Shear Classic 200 at
Madison International Speedway
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Photo Galler
Galleryy

Emmett Wiebusch has several wins in his rookie season at Little Elko

Ty Fredrickson swept the Senior Honda double features at Little Elko

Pat Doar picked up the WISSOTA Challenge Series win in Fergus Falls

Nick Murgic made his dirt track debut at Cedar Lake Speedway

Dustin Mann picked up his first Late Model win opening night at Elko

Jacob Goede swept double feature night at LaCrosse Fairgrounds Speedway
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A Tough Day For Ty

Doug Hornickel photo

Doug Hornickel photo

Doug Hornickel captured these images of Ty Majeski during the annual running of the Joe Shear Classic at Madision International Speedway.
Majeski had debris puncture an oil line which lead to the ensuing fire and impact with the turn-3 wall. Ty was okay following the incident.
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Madeline Schultz
The Tezos All Star Circuit of Champions made
their yearly return to the land of cheese May 20thMay 22nd. Three races were on tap for the weekend,
and all jammed packed of the best racers with the best
action.
Fans counted down the days until the series
would kick off this triple header weekend at Wilmot
Raceway in Wilmot, WI. Haulers rolled into the pits
with talks of rain in the area. The promoters and the
racers were optimistic and looking forward to letting
their winged prints on the track. Fans started filling the
stands and excitement filled the raceway when the
first set of hot laps pushed off on the track and Blake
Anderson’s voice rang through the facility. Just as
fans started getting a taste of the speed the track at
Wilmot Raceway had, Mother Nature showered its
first of many scattered showers onto the track. The

Emily Schwanke photo

rain would go on only for a couple of
minutes and wouldn’t destroy the track.
The series would reline up the cars for a
second go at hot laps when the final
downpour from mother nature would
have the series surrendering to mother
nature for the night, canceling night one
of the weekend.
Plymouth Dirt Track in Plymouth,
WI would host the Sprints next. The
track showed right away that it would be
a fast night. When the cars would go out
to qualify, the top twelve cars would
crush the previous track record. The
new track record would be held by
Parker Price-Miller with a time of
10.895. The night would continue, and the battle would
brew between the two series when both IRA Sprint
driver Danny Schlafer would win his heat race against
All Star front-runners and join the ten time IRA Sprint
Car Series Champion, Bill Balog, in the dash and then
on the front row of the feature. Thiel would also join
the top group of sprints battling for a podium finish
from the night. The name of the game was lap cars, in
which Bill Balog would maneuver what looked like
effortlessly and lead all 30 laps of the feature. Gibson,
Wisconsin’s Danny Schlafer, a regular contender with
the Bumper to Bumper IRA Outlaw Sprint Series,
finished second on Saturday night at Plymouth, followed by Scotty Thiel, Parker Price-Miller, and Kyle
Reinhardt. “It feels really good to get a win in front of
these Wisconsin fans, as well as get a win for all of
our great partners. They are the
reason we get to do this and it
feels good to be standing up
here for them,” Balog said. The
crowd went wild for the finish,
not only for Balog, but for
Schlafer and Thiel who had
their career best finish against
the All Star Circuit of Champions and their history with the
track.
The haulers would load up
and unload at the historic Angell
Park Speedway in Sun Prairie,
WI for the final night of the
Tezos All Star Circuit of
Champion invasion of Wisconsin. 33 Sprints checked in. One
being a very special visit again

Emily Schwanke photo
from another cancer fighter, Matt VanderVere, in the
10V. He was at Wilmot Raceway for his return, but
his return was postponed until Sunday. It was great to
see him and his car back at the track. The sprints
would start off the night, laying down a fast time of
11.952 set by Cap Henry. Balog would continue his
Wisconsin track dominance by winning his heat race
alongside Cory Eliason, Kevin Thomas Jr, and Chris
Windom. Justin Peck won the dash leading into the 30lap feature. The battle upfront was between Balog and
Schuerenberg when numerous red and yellow flags
would arise in the race. With 15 laps in the books and
flags coming out, Balog would make a head-turning
dash to the infield with reports of the flat tire. He
would have to regroup and would have to fight from
back in the field again. Another flag would arise,
halting our drivers and Balog would return to the
infield. Schuerenberg earned his $6,000 payday from
the outside of row two, securing his place at the front
of the field on lap 26 when race-long leader, Justin
Peck, was forced to manhandle an ill-handling race
car, losing momentum with Schuerenberg ultimately
sneaking by. Peck did his best to reclaim, but time ran
short. Despite his hiccup in turn two, Peck held on to
finish second on the Angell Park surface, followed by
Parker Price-Miller, who raced most of the main event
with a nose wing upside down barely attached, Bill
Balog fourth, and a hard-charging Tyler Courtney
fifth.
The Bumper to Bumper Sprints will be back in
action at the S! mile banked Rice Lake Speedway in
northern Wisconsin Saturday (5/28) and 141 Speedway in Francis Creek, WI Sunday (5/29). If you can’t
be in the grandstands, you can catch all the action live
on Floracing.

June 2022

Page 16

A Lo
ve Lik
eJ
ohnn
y&J
une
Lov
Like
Johnn
ohnny
June

Racing Nuggets

PJ "Jacklyn" Nuttleman
Years ago, I used to work in radio and did a
weekly race show with my brother-in-law, Bruce
Nuttleman at the La Crosse Fairgrounds Speedway.
Those were some good times and it was definitely
how I made more friends at the track and connections
in the community.
There have always been many families involved
with racing at La Crosse. One family in particular has
been deeply rooted at the track and they were hit hard
this past month with tremendous grief. The Inglett and
Liebsch families have lost both their patriarch and
matriarch—Bill
and Ruth Inglett.
Bill passed
away on May 7th
and when I
heard the news,
it was like a
punch to the gut.
Ruth passed
away on May
24th and I was in
complete denial,
as I’m sure their
family was too.
How could this
be?!
As I
pondered it, a

country song from back when I
was on the air started playing in
my head—Heidi Newfield’s,
“Johnny & June.” If you’ve never
heard it, it’s about a deep longing
for a love that is as tight and rich
as the love that the legendary
Johnny Cash and June Carter
Cash had.
Bill was an incredibly tall
man, like the Man in Black—and
Ruth was a much smaller stature,
like June. They had a tenderness
for one another that others admired. They had plenty of passion
for each other—and for Bill and
Ruth that passion extended to
racing, that’s for sure!
Both Bill and Ruth listened to
the country station that I used to
work for and called in often for contests—especially ones that provided race
tickets for the La Crosse Speedway!
Their entire family could always be
found at the track every Saturday night.
Racing was woven into the fabric
of their lives. Bill and Ruth were married
in Victory Lane at La Crosse Speedway
on July 28th, 2001. They both raced at
La Crosse—Bill for many years in the
Thunderstox division, winning his first
feature on May 25th in 2002. Ruth raced
a few times as well, during some special
events. Their kids grew up at the track
and ultimately ended up racing as well.
When Bill hung up his helmet, he
and Ruth could always been seen in
“their spot” on the flat above the bleachers just before
the flag stand. It provided the best view for watching
their children and grandchildren as they made circuits
around the ¼-mile.
The Inglett and Liebsch names can be seen
above the window nets of several cars, circling the
track every Saturday night at La Crosse. The kids and
grandkids will definitely be racing with heavy hearts
for a while, but I hope they can all recognize the
beauty in the timing of things.

Like Johnny and June, Bill and Ruth had a deep
love story. Like Johnny and June, Bill and Ruth were
so connected. When one passed—they other did
shortly thereafter. They are together again. No more
pain or health challenges. And they will definitely be
watching over their kids and grandchildren at the
speedway. It’s been the most special place for their
love—for each other—and for racing. And the
tradition continues with their next generations.

Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and YouTube
www.facebook.com/themidwestracingconnection
@MidwestRace
www.youtube.com/theracingconnection
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Dangerous Dan

Dan Margetta
The month of May is always special to racing
fans as it steadily builds up to Memorial Day weekend
and the busiest motorsports day of the year with the
prestigious trifecta of the Monaco Grand Prix, the
Indianapolis 500, and the Coca-Cola 600. May also
means the local racing season gets kicked into gear
and this year was no exception as I was able to take in
quite a variety of motorsports events before the big
holiday weekend.
The month kicked off with the traditional trip
to Madison International Speedway for the ARCA
Midwest Tour Joe Shear Classic where despite some
unseasonably cold weather, a decent crowd showed
up to watch Casey Johnson score one of the biggest
wins of his career. The Midwest Truck Series was
also on the card and Kevin Knuese edged Jeff Holtz in
a photo finish for the victory. From there, my radio
partner Brian Schmitt and I, headed out for our
inaugural trip to Fountain City, Wisconsin and the
Mississippi Thunder Speedway for the World of
Outlaws Late Model Series Dairyland Showdown.
The Dairyland Showdown was three straight
nights of racing for the dirt late models paying $10,000
to win on the first two nights and $50,000 to win the
headliner and rainouts pretty much everywhere else
brought a strong field of cars to Mississippi Thunder.
We stayed in Winona, Minnesota which was the
closest bigger city and hotels were at a premium as
the race weekend fell during graduation for Winona
State University. We spent the daytime hours checking out the local attractions including some pretty cool
parks atop the area bluffs that offered some decent
scenic views where of course just about every college
graduate had the same idea as they took graduation
photos with family and friends. We were told we
needed to check out Elmer’s Auto and Toy Museum

The Month of Ma
y
May
in Fountain City and that was
really something to see. The vast
auto and toy collection will be
auctioned off my Mecum auto
auctions in September and is
worth checking out if you are ever
in the area for the races at
Mississippi Thunder Speedway.
The racing action each night was
pretty good too as the Mississippi
Thunder track is pretty competitive. Bobby Pierce won the
opening night and Jonathan
Davenport followed up with a
victory on night number two. Mike
Marlar pocketed the $50,000 by
winning the headliner after Tyler
Bruening tangled with a lapped
car while leading late in the event.
The next two weeks featured trips to Slinger
Speedway for weekly shows where Tom Berens and
Jeff Holtz captured the pro late model feature wins.
For Berens, his victory represented his first pro late
model feature checkered flag and he dedicated the
triumph to his late mother who recently passed away
after battling cancer in an emotional victory lane. The
602 Outlaw Late Model Series made its first appearance on the Slinger high banks and Slinger veteran
Dennis Prunty scored the inaugural win to go along
with his previous victories at Dells Raceway Park and
Madison International Speedway.
The All Star Circuit of Champions Sprint Car
Series made its traditional swing through Wisconsin
and the plan was to catch two of their three state
stops beginning with the Friday night stop at Wilmot
Raceway. I headed there straight from work and met

Dan Margetta photo
up with media personalities Jim Tretow and Dean
Strom as we planned to watch some sprint car action.
Mother Nature had other plans however as a persistent rain eventually turned into a downpour and
unfortunately the night was cancelled due to weather.
Rain outs are never fun but they do offer the opportunity to explore local establishments and socialize with
the area fans which is exactly what we did as we
headed to the Wilmot Riverside with Illinois racer Tim
Bell. The place was packed with fellow displaced race
fans and the night wasn’t a total waste as they all told
racing stories and made new friends.
The weather was much better the following
day which was quite busy for me with the SVRA
Vintage Festival Weekend at Road America during
the day followed by the second night of sprint car

Dangerous Dan continued on page 18
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Dangerous Dan continued from page 17
racing with the All Stars at the Plymouth Dirt Track at
night. The SVRA Vintage event at Road America
featured a great variety of vintage cars whose owners
definitely raced them and weren’t out for some
“Sunday” drive. It was cool to see Brad Dahmer out
with his former Joe Gibbs Racing NASCAR Cup car
which he drove to victory in his class. After a full day
of vintage racing it was back to the dirt track at
Plymouth as the All Star sprint cars took to a wickedly
fast track. Twelve cars broke the track record and
Parker Price-Miller set fast time with a lap in the 10.8
second range. Flying around the 1/3-mile Plymouth
Dirt Track in 10.8 seconds is really hauling the mail
and three drivers were under the 11 second mark in
qualifying. The racing was just as intense as three
Wisconsin drivers took it to the All Stars and swept
the top three positions. Bill Balog drove to the victory
while Danny Schlafer was up on the wheel all night
and was right there in second place. Scotty Thiel took
the final podium spot in third. Despite the insanely high
speeds, the racing was very clean and the All Stars
put on a good show for the many fans who came out
to see them.
All the May action leads to the upcoming
Memorial Day Weekend where I’ll religiously watch
the major racing events beginning with the Monaco
Grand Prix followed by the Indianapolis 500. I’ll keep
up with the Coca-Cola 600 via my phone as I’ll be at
Slinger Speedway’s Memorial Day Weekend special
featuring the second race of the Elite Eight Super Late
Model Series. For 18 years straight I was at the CocaCola 600 in person before finally attending my one and
only Indy 500 in 2018. Every race fan should make it a
point to attend these major events at least once as the
experience is like none other. I’ll never forget witnessing Matt Kenseth’s first Cup win as a rookie in the
600 in 2000 or the overall disbelief after Casey Mears’
surprise win in 2007. Experiencing the collective
disappointment of the partisan Carolina crowd in
person after Dale Earnhardt Jr. ran out of gas in the
final turn in 2011 is something that will always stick
with me as well and there literally is nothing comparable to the Indy 500 pre-race festivities and the
overwhelming excitement you feel as the field of 33
comes storming to the green flag.
The month of May sends us full speed into the
summer racing season with a ton of special events
lined up in the coming months. Be sure to make the
most of your summer and head out to these events
where I’m sure I’ll run into you. See ya there!
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RE YOU LOOKING FOR A NEW START WITH COMPETITIVE PAY AND A GREAT
TEAM ENVIRONMENT? - Pirtek can be the place for you!
_ *PIRTEK is a mobile hydraulic hose service seeking a mobile service
technician to remove, assemble and install hoses for manufacturing,
construction equipment and so much more._
_ *At PIRTEK, we offer our customers over-the-counter and on-site service
which is renowned worldwide for over 30 years. We’re looking for applicants
with excellent communication and strong customer service skills. If you’re
mechanically inclined, enjoy meeting and working with customers then
PIRTEK may be the place for you._
The ideal candidate must possess all of the following:
·

Entry Level Mechanical Experience

·

Valid drivers license

·

Positive attitude

·

Self-motivated

·

H.S deploma or GED
Package includes:

_ *Competitive salary: based on experience, Mobile Repair Techs on
average $40K-$65K
_ *Monthly bonuses_
_ *Available overtime_
_ *Company phone_
_ *Company vehicle provided_
_ *Certified training _
_ If interested, please respond with your resume. We look forward to
hearing from you!

Pirtek Plymouth 763-475-0475
Pirtek Midway 651-641-1414
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WISSO
TA LA
TE MODEL CHALLENGE SERIES
WISSOT
LATE
OFF AND RUNNING FOR 2022

Dean Reller
The 2022 season for the Structural Buildings
WISSOTA Late Model Challenge Series is underway
with plenty of new things to build on an already great
touring series. Rod Lindquist the new Executive
Director for WISSOTA has added two staff members
to work all the series races. Tom Ledin is the series
flagman. Ledin brings a wealth of experience from
working fire and safety at Talladega Speedway to
flagging races at SK Speedway and Marshfield Motor
Speedway. Yours truly (Dean Reller) is the series
announcer. I’ve been around racing since the early
1990’s, announcing, writing, hosting radio shows and
occasionally writing for the Midwest Racing Connection too.
Structural Buildings for the past 3 seasons has
been the title sponsor of the WISSOTA Late Model
Challenge Series and is back again for the 18 race
season. Structural Buildings is no stranger to racing as
company founder Al Stewart raced at many tracks
during his driving career. Al has turned the business
over to his son Chad who is continuing the company’s
involvement in racing.
The Structural Buildings WISSOTA Late Model
Challenge Series brings the touring stars of the series
that are running for the points Championship and lets
them compete with the local drivers on their home
tracks.
The season kicked off with an event on Friday
May 13th at I-94 Sure Step Speedway in Fergus Falls.
37 Late Models were in attendance, trying to make the
25 car, 40 lap main event. Pat Doar took the win, his
36th series victory maintaining his position atop the alltime winners list. Unfortunately, the second scheduled
race at Viking Speedway was canceled due to storm
damage in and around Alexandria.
The series is on a short break before the action
picks back up on June 25th and 26th with events at

Ogilvie Raceway and Granite City Motor Park. The
series action heats up in July with a three-race swing
through South Dakota July 8-10th with a pair of races
at the Brown County Speedway, followed by an event
at Casino Speedway in Watertown.
Just over a week later, the biggest string of
races, 5 consecutive nights at 5 different tracks
happens July 18th – 22nd. The Structural Buildings
WISSOTA Late Model Challenge Series teams up
with the XR Northern Storm Series featuring
WISSOTA Modifieds and WISSOTA Midwest
Modifieds. The summer speed week starts at Ogilvie
Raceway before traveling to Grand Rapids Speedway,
Hibbing Raceway, ABC Raceway and wraps up the
week at Gondik Law Speedway.

A short break follows before the series resumes
on August 12 for the Duane Mahder #55 Memorial
Race at Red Cedar. The month concludes with
another pair of events at Ogilvie Raceway and Granite
City Motor Park August 27th and 28th.
The final trio of races completes the season
September 1st - 3rd making another northern Minnesota
swing stopping at Halvor Lines Speedway, Grand
Rapids Speedway and finally Hibbing Raceway to
round things out.
It looks to be a fun summer of chasing races for
me and I get to see many tracks I’ve never been to
before. I can’t wait to get things rolling again. See
you at the Track!

https://countryjoehomes.com/
952-469-4066
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With the moderate success of stock car racing on French Island, La Crosse Speedway is built.

area pioneer of racing in the area, Bud Krause, the
track was nicknamed the Brickyard. “It was all brick
clay and would get hard as a rock to race on. The cars
would squeal the tires there! I liked that track, I had a
tire groover I used on my race car, and we would run
really good there.” The we Krause spoke of were
drivers Dubby Anderson, Dick Hastings, and Con
Noben, as Bud served in the ownership role.
Dewey Moore was another driver that raced at
the Southside track. “It was down in the hole there. A
lot of the guys that raced there, like Lloyd Viner would
hang out at the Hut, which was a drive-in root beer
stand. It was a fun place after the races. We raced at
that track until a car rolled down the grandstand hill
and ran over a couple people. That was the end of our
racing there.”
Chuck Smith was one that raced at the La
Crosse Speedway and remembers when the North La
Crosse Speedbowl, (June 1952 and less than 10 miles
There were a number of observers of the first
separating the two) was built, both tracks racing
stock car racing action to take place in the La Crosse
against each other. “They’d both run on Sunday
Wisconsin area after the War on French Island in
1950, and that brought the 1951 construction of the La afternoon. I never could understand that. You’d think
if one would run a different night, they’d get better
Crosse Speedway on the City’s South side.
crowds and more drivers. I guess with the popularity
The effort was spearheaded by Don Friday and
ultimately events were held under the Tri-State Racing of the sport growing they wanted it all for themselves.
If they raced on different days, drivers could make
Association banner, with assistance from Leo
more money running a couple times a week close by. I
Dahlberg and George Blakely. The track, a true oval
of 1/4 mile in length, was located near what was called never did understand that.”
Something unique to area racing was the La
the 5-mile house, just off of Highway 35. Sunday
Crosse
Speedway installing lights for evening race
afternoon races were scheduled with time trials at
programs.
That happened at the track in 1952 and the
12;30 PM and racing at 1:30PM. Admission was listed
Speedway featured racing on Wednesday and Sunday
at $1:00 for adults, tax included. Children under 12
nights. The lighting was considered State of the Art at
with parents were admitted free. There was also free
the time consisting of Alzak Aluminum reflectors with
parking and refreshments to be served. According to
shielded lenses and 1,500-watt bulbs illuminating the
track. The shielded lenses were to
protect customers and drivers
11 cars mixing it up at La Crosse Speedway. The track would
from being blinded and were not
draw from 40-65 cars for the events at the 1/4 mile oval.
to be affected by swarms of
insects and rain. According to a
track spokesman, the Speedway
was to be flooded with one million
lumens of light, which was the
equivalent to approximately 700
homes burning 100-watt bulbs.
How was that for a new concept
in lighting!
On Sunday afternoon,
August 12th, 1951, it was Con
Noben winning the 25 lap Feature
race at the La Crosse Speedway.
Dick Hastings had fast time at
21:00 seconds. Other area racers
competing on the day included
Monte Lecher, Lloyd Viner and
Arlo Zieman...On Sunday, August
26th, it was Monte Lecher

Dale P. Danielski

La Crosse Tribune ad features racing under the
lights at La Crosse Speedway.
capturing the Feature race at La Crosse Speedway.
It was Lecher’s 3rd main event win of the year. Irene
Anderson won the Women’s race...On Sunday and
Monday, Labor Day, September 2-3, it was Darrell
Miller and Eddie George Jr., winning Features at La
Crosse Speedway. The special two-day event drew 46
race cars on Sunday and 62 on Monday...On Sunday
September 16th, it was South Beloit, Ill., driver, Cecil
Griffin winning the Feature race. He was followed at
the finish by Clyde Pettygrove, Bob Kemp, Marvin
Severson, and Bob Mallay. Merlin Jones tied the track
record in time trials with a lap of 20:05 seconds. 64
cars raced on the day...On Sunday, September 23rd, it
was Fred Welch winning the Feature race at La

Racing History continued on page 20
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Racing History from page 20
Crosse Speedway. The Feature finish found Dubby
Anderson, Bob Mallay, Darrell Miller, Marvin
Severson and Larry Calloway trailing...On Sunday,
September 30th, it was Charles Boardman Jr., winning
the Feature at La Crosse Speedway. Following
Boardman were Darrell Miller, Ray Whitewater,
Lloyd Viner, and Eddie George, Jr. Local racer, Lyle
Sheehan rolled his car in the main event...An ad
advertising racing at La Crosse Speedway racing in
1952 featured adult admission at $.83 cents + $.17
cents tax...On Sunday, May 25th, 1952, it was Gene
“Weiner” Wigdahl winning the Feature at La Crosse
Speedway. Monte Lecher was 2nd with Perry Anderson 3rd. Junior Stach and Con Noben rounded out the
top 5 finishers...On Sunday, June 1st, it was Con
Noben winning the Feature at La Crosse Speedway in
car #4. Robert Hartley, Gene Wigdahl and Monte
Lecher followed...The Monday, June 9th, 1952, La
Crosse Tribune headline read, “Woman Injured At
Racetrack” A run away parked car plunged ahead to
strike Mrs. Angus McConnell, age 47, resulting in a
possible skull fracture along with a hip injury, the story
read...On Sunday, June 29th, it was Stan Ferguson in
car #94 winning the Feature at La Crosse Speedway.
Con Noben placed 2nd...On Sunday, July 6th, it was
Monte Lecher in car #41, a car owned by Leslie
Peterson winning the Feature at La Crosse
Speedway...On Sunday, July 13th, it was Robert
Hartley, in a car owned by Roy “Happy” Franklin
winning the Feature at La Crosse Speedway. Con
Noben in another Franklin car was 2nd...On Wednesday, August 6th, Marvin Severson, in a car owned by
Jack Miller, won the first race held under the new
lights at La Crosse Speedway. On Wednesday,
August 13th, it was Arlo Ziemann in car #14 winning
the Feature at La Crosse Speedway.
Here and there...Interesting to note, the UpsideDown Club was formed in 1951 by racer, fan and
event organizer, Ernie Anderson. They met at Deal’s
Garage in
La Crosse. To become a member of the
Club you had to roll your race car over at one of the
area tracks. Membership grew very large as most of

Stock Car Races Every Sunday La Crosse
Speedway ad announcing the beginning of
racing at the new track in June of 1951.

The La Crosse Speedway, just South of La Crosse, WI. Note the fencing on the outside of
the oval for the race cars and the two foot tall barrier to protect fans.

the drivers did just that...In racing action at La Crosse
Fairgrounds Speedway, Saturday night, May 21, 2022.
No less than 10 cars were involved in wrecks in the
two NASCAR Late Model Features. How’s that for
chills, spills and thrills! Jacob Goede won both 20 lap
Features in the division. Sad to report recent deaths of
Bill and Ruth Inglett, Rick Johnson, Jim Johnson, John
Scott, Fred Mehlum and Jason Schaller. All were

involved in racing in some capacity. Father Time
marches on...
Questions, comments, opinions and other information welcome at Starmaker Multimedia 967 10th
Ave N Ste A, Onalaska, WI. 54650. 608-783-5125
608-518-2478 or at dale@starmakermultimedia.com
Photos and info by Dale. Photo credits to Dick
Johnson.
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Sunoco 110 Standard available in bulk.
Most competitive price in the Midwest.

Street Stock/Sportsmen Parts
LaCrosse, WI

Red Wing, MN
1-800-634-9666

www.dcaracefab.com

www.wilsonoilcompany.com

Downtown Shakopee
952-445-9668

18225 State 16
Houston, MN 55943
info@tobyraceproducts.com

608-518-2478
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