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 Publisher's Note continued on page 4

One of the interesting things that takes place at
the USA Nationals is the FANSFund event. For those
not familiar with this concept, race fans are given the
opportunity to vote for their favorite driver. If you
donate $30 or more, you get a T-shirt, poster, and free
lunch with the FANSFund drivers. All of the money
donated, is given back to the drivers that the fans
voted in. This year’s total was over $30K. A separate
race for these drivers takes place, and the main event
is also given a FANSFund provisional.

The FANSFund event has been going on for a
little over a dozen years, and I’m still amazed the
concept hasn’t been copied by other crown jewel
events. It gives drivers that might not normally attend
the event a guaranteed income for showing up, and the
fans get to hang out with the favorite drivers for a few
hours with a free lunch. Who doesn’t like a free
lunch?

Rich Olson started the FANSFund concept back
on 2008, Tom Emerson headed it up for a few years

and now Jason and Justin Richert handled the
FANSFund duties. I’m sure Rich, Tom Jason and
Justin have put in countless hours reaching out to
drivers and making sure everything is in place when
the USA Nationals weekend comes around. I’m sure
there are some stressful moments, but each year I’ve
attended the luncheon, everything goes on without a
hitch.

While on the topic of the USA National, I’ve
come to realize this event has become a signal to me
the racing season will shortly wrap up. The sun starts
to go down earlier every day, the nights get cooler and
it’s the beginning of the multi-day special events and
spending a few weekends in the camper to close out
the season.

The multi-day events like the USA Nationals
give me the opportunity to check out from the world
and have some normalcy these days. One of the
added benefits at several tracks in the area is the lack
of cell service. The lack of cell service makes it
difficult to check in for my “real job” and that’s not a
bad thing. These weekends end up being a true
vacation where I’m able to disconnect and enjoy
myself.

The multi-day events have also given me the
opportunity to meet new friends and camping neigh-
bors. I probably would have never met these people
without racing in my life. Although I only have the
opportunity to see several of these friends once a year,
it adds to the enjoyment of going to the event. People
like Dave/Jodie and Jesse/Stacey at the USA Nation-
als and my neighbors in the gated community at
Oktoberfest are just 2 examples.

I met Dave, Jesse, Jodi and Stacey about 10
years ago when I finally settled into my new camping
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spot for the USA Nationals. I look forward to seeing
them each year. The neat thing about Jesse is he
actually lifts me up emotionally and physically. Al-
though I have to behave myself during the daytime
hours and during the show, they never stop trying peer
pressure to have me join in their fun. I try my best to
catch up with them when the races are over.

My neighbors at Oktoberfest consist of a larger
group (larger in numbers, not physical size) than Dave
and Jesse. I met them about a dozen years ago, but I
forget their names every year. Each year when I roll
into the county fairgrounds in West Salem for
Oktoberfest, they are there to help me get parked and
setup for the long weekend. I could probably show up
at Oktoberfest with no food or drink as they have a
regular smorgasbord of food and drinks available. The
bacon wrapped meatballs last year were phenomenal.

I recently read a quote from a racer when asked
why he keeps coming back. His answer was the
people. That’s one of the reasons I go to the races
every weekend from April to October. The racing is
great, but so are the people.

My home away from home for several
weekends from August to October (top) and
my emotional and physical uplifting during

the USA Nationals (bottom photo)

The 2021 FANSFund luncheon with Billy Moyer Jr. joining Jason and Justin
Richert on stage for the prize drawings.
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Charlie Spry

 Going In Circles continued on page 7

Rockford Speedway has seen a bunch of new feature
winners as the summer and regular season comes to a close.

American Short Tracker driver Amanda Bohn got this
feat accomplished the last weekend of July. Kelly Evink has
been hands-down, the driver to beat in this division this
year, and he seemed to be headed for another win. However,
he started slowing down, and at first it appeared that he was
just trying to take it a little easier, but then with an obvi-
ously sour engine, pulled off, giving the lead to Bohn all of
a sudden. Amanda held off rookie Garrett Braden from there
on out to get her first feature win in the division. Amanda’s
Dad, George, raced in this division for many years, and
Amanda had raced in the super cups for some time before
moving up. You could tell that she was getting faster and
faster, and more confident, and looked to be on the cusp of
getting it done. Tonight, she did. It won’t be the last one.

For Braden, he has very quickly found speed, but
says that more is yet to be found. He will be getting a
feature win very soon, as well.

Another first-time feature winner on this night was
Bandit division racer Dustin Radant. Dustin, has likewise
been fast this year, looking like he was poised to get that
first win. He had to withstand a late caution with two laps to
go to get the win.

Adam Dlubak has had bad luck most of the season,
but turned the tide on this night as well, getting his first
ever feature win in the Sixer division.

More recently, some of the late model rookies have
been getting it done as well. First, Randy Sargent (Or Lil’
Sarge) got his first feature win on the trailer race night in
front of a packed house. Then a week later Adam Cartwright
did it. Cartwright has been through many good times and
bad, as he said, “I started out in the Roadrunners, then
moved to sportsman cars. The last year in the sportsman
class was rough, and wasn’t good, so then I had a chance
to trade the sportsman car for a late model and had to do it.”
After much work, he and others have helped make the car
very competitive.

Bandit racer Ryan Finley does something very
interesting, as he not only races here in that division, but
also races in the Illini Midget series, which races here and at
other tracks in northern Illinois, and some Indiana tracks as
well.

He has been fast with the midget but has been
struggling a bit more with the Bandit, until tonight, when he
had a solid run. “ We are getting better and better with this
car,” said Ryan. Tonight, it showed.

He has raced at many different tracks and has raced in
the Mid-Am series in the past. Truly, a versatile racer.

Sixer racer Mike Shipman has raced the same Chrysler
New Yorker for four years in this division. “It isn’t the
fastest car, it isn’t the prettiest car, but I have as much fun

as anyone,” said Mike. “I probably was one of the first
people that helped get the division started”. “I had a six-
cylinder car that was being used for other events, and I
thought it would be good to start something with these
cars. I was after Dave (Deery) for awhile to start it up, and
he did. I was there that first night.”

The Robinson family is having a good season here in
the sportsman division, as crew chief Travis Robinson told
me, “I have been doing this for twenty years, and this is the
first year that all three of my brothers have won a feature,”
(John, Terrance and Trevor). He is not resting on his laurels,
as he said, “We have a couple of new crew guys, and I told
them to enjoy it, but don’t take it for granted, things can
change in a heartbeat.”

The High School Racing Association has a strong
field of cars here. Many have Dad’s that have or do race
here. One of them is Jackson Martindale. Getting caught up
in a wreck is part of it all, as he has found out. He does not
get down about it, but just shrugs it off and looks forward
to the next race. Dad is Mike Martindale, who raced here for
many years, and likewise keeps calm about the ups and
downs of it all. These guys know the drill. Mike said that the
low cost of the race cars is a big factor. Jackson has raced
well, winning three heat races so far and running strong in
features. “I am pretty happy with it,” said Jackson. “This car
is only a 3.1 (engine) and everyone else is running 3.8’s.”

The Midwest dash series was here one night, and Phil
Malouf finds himself in a familiar spot once again, leading
the series points and likely will win the title once again. He
has raced the same car for thirteen years now, going down
to North Carolina to get the car back in 2009. At that time, it
had been built and raced for one year with little success, but
Phil and crew bought it, took it home, and worked on it to
make it fast. It has won countless feature races and has
been a great car for him. He hopes to build a new car for next
year, and his Daughter Anna will be moving up to a four-
cylinder racer from the Bandoleros, where she has quite a bit
of experience.

Madison International speedway had a great car
count of Big 8 late models for their reunion night race.
Casey Johnson took the win over Jeremy Miller, Bobby
Wilberg, Ryan Goldade and Austin Nason. Great to see so
many top-notch cars and drivers competing here.

 For Goldade, he makes a return to late model racing
after trying out racing in the Midwest truck division for a
short time. “It just wasn’t a good
fit for me”, stated Goldade, saying,
“I didn’t really care for the style of
racing and I am so darn tall that I
quite literally could not fit in a
truck well.” His current late model
is an ex-Casey Johnson car, so
you know it is fast.

It was also a night for
reflecting on the past, with former
racers at the track from any era
were welcomed to reflect on the
past and watch the future.
Scrapbooks, models and other
artifacts as well as many tales
were told on this night. it is nice
that Gregg McKarns has nights
like these. He appreciates the past.

Had a nice talk with veteran
Butch Mierendorf, who is still
racing in vintage events, and
figures out that he is the longest
running active racer from a wide
area. ‘I started back in 1964, when

I was still in high school,” Says Butch.
With a history like he has, the stories are plentiful,

some of good times, some not so. He told of one of his
wildest wrecks at this track, which I also witnessed. “I got
clipped in the rear quarter panel, sending the car into the
wall while upside down.” I remember seeing the dash
wrinkling up, and thinking, ‘this is going to be a bad one’
Then, my arms got real tired and I was wondering why, and
it was because I was upside down and trying to hold myself
up.”

With the many years of experience, he also told of a
humbling one when he was in his early years of racing. “I
was told that I needed to come up north and race at Griffith
Park. So, after racing the night before, we drove up that
night, stayed over, and ran an afternoon race there. I
thought it was going to be easy, but my first humbling
experience was not even making the feature. Then, while
lining up for the semi-feature, I looked over at the guy next
to me, and it was this big old fat guy with a big cigar
hanging out of his mouth. He had what looked to be a ‘40
Ford with the doors all cut down, and I thought to myself,
‘Pops, you are going down!’ When the race started, he took
off and I never saw him again that whole race.”

Butch has seen quite a bit of success as well and says
that he was known as the semi-feature king in ARTGO. It
would take some doing to figure out just how many races he
has won over the years at many different tracks, quite a few
of them long gone.

It was also nice to chat with long time racer Charlie
Schwoch, who always raced Fords. He has an ex-Jack
Roush 2003 Ford Taurus in his stable that was raced by
Mark Martin. All this at 80 years of age.

Charlie was involved in one of my favorite races of all
time, a late model heat race in the 1980’s at the Dells, where
he and fellow front row starter Dick Forbush raced side by
side for the whole race, with the field tightly bunched
behind on their bumpers. Forbush got the win by a couple
of inches, but it was a great race by all.

On season championship night we got to witness no
less than ten feature events in one night. Rainouts and such
made for a full night of racing on the final point night.

A pair of second place finishes helped propel Zack
Riddle to the late model track title, his third here. The

Zack Riddle with Angie and Gregg McKarns after picking
up the championship at Madison

Jeff Taber photo
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opening feature of the night featured he and Bobby Wilberg
drag racing for the stripe and the win, with Wilberg getting
the win by the thinnest of margins.

Brent Edmunds and Michael Haggar took the wins in
the other two features. For Edmunds, it was his second
career feature win here, and it was the first for Haggar.

Twin features were also run for the Six Shooters, with
Trevor Chilson and Matthew Thoma emerging as winners.

Kyle Smith took Rookie-Of-The-Year honors in the
late model division.

Gary Hellenbrand got the point title in the Misfitz
division over Rick Coppernoll. Hellenbrand won the first
feature and placed second in the second race to Colton
Morgan to take the title. Eric Adrian was named top rookie.

Nick Schmidt won the Bandit track championship,
winning the first feature, placing second to his brother Dave
in the second one, and finishing third in the finale behind
Ronnie Osborne and his brother once again. Kevin Beyer
was named top rookie.

At the Lafayette County speedway, the four cylinder
racers do a real good job of putting on a racing show for the
fans. One of the drivers in the thick of things is Jonathan
Walton, who races the #55 machine.

Jonathan said that no other family members have
raced before, but that his Dad took him to the races here as
a child, where he got to know some of the competitors.
However, when it came time to race himself, he said that his
Dad had reasons not to. “The first thing Dad told me when I
brought up the subject, was that we didn’t have anywhere
to keep a race car. So, I went out and found a friend who
said I could keep one in their shed. Then, Dad said that I
didn’t have any money to buy a car, so I went out and got a
job to finance it. The, he said that I didn’t have money for
gas and upkeep on it or a trailer. So, I started a fund to save
for this and got a trailer. Finally, he agreed.”

Jonathan has strong family support now that he is
doing it, and on the night I talked with him, he won his first
ever heat race in four years of racing. He has been competi-
tive in features, however, saying “I have finished second in
features four times, one time I led the race from the start and
got passed on the last lap.”

He says that he enjoys racing here, and plans on
staying in the division and at this track, saying, “when

something happens, everyone in the division pitches in to
get them going. It is a great group to race with.” Jonathan
also noted that fellow racers have helped get him faster with
advice and help in other ways. He said that he might
consider going to the hobby stock division, but for now is
happy right where he is.

Jonathan is a friendly person who is easily approach-
able, and this may be part of the reason he is so good at
getting sponsors. The list is long of those who have their
name on the car, including Spooky Pinball, Grandpa’s
garage, Robbins precision machining, Memphis gaskets
from Madison, Miller hydrodipping, Subway of Shullsburg,
Digman racing products, Marshall racing TV, Booby’s Bar,
Johnny Trash Band from Dubuque, McCarthy’s tavern,
Humphries towing, Hefty’s diesel performance and repair,
Bass masters construction, Bushkamp auto, Wellness Way,
Thimbles & Threads, Sconnie outdoorsman, Joyful Expres-
sions, Sysko’s floor sanding, and WP performance.

Jim Juneau is in his third
year of racing late models here.
He also makes one of the longest
trips to get here weekly, as he
hails from Brookfield, a suburb of
Milwaukee. “Sometimes the
traffic around Madison is a little
hairy, but I am retired now, so
can leave earlier if needed and
beat the worst of it,” Said Jim.

Jim has been involved in
this sport for quite some time, as
he got his start back in 1978,
racing a sportsman car at the old
Hales Corners Speedway. He did
this up until 1982, when other
priorities took over. “I got
married, had kids, and got out of
it as far as the racing part goes. I
did help some others, but was
out of the driving part for 16-18
years.”

The urge to race was
strong, and with the family
responsibilities taken care of, it
was time to race once again. “I got a car for the Pro-Four
division and began racing at Chilton. Pretty soon, they

decided to drop the
division, and I had
nowhere to race.
Then, I noticed that a
lot of the cars were
being sold and raced
over here at
Darlington, so I
brought mine over
and began racing
here around the year
2002. I won some
features and did
pretty well, and did
this up until about
2006. Then, the rules
changed and the cars
were not legal
anymore, so most
people that had them
sold them off, myself
included.”

After scratch-
ing the racing itch
once again, Jim

would wait until 2008, when he bought an older late model
and raced at Manitowoc. He then raced for Mike Formella as
a team car to Ron Stroika at Manitowoc and Plymouth, then
retired once again until he purchased his current car three
years ago “It’s a good car, a 2004 Mastersbilt that I got from
Larry Richards. I tried racing with the late models at Ply-
mouth, and that didn’t go too well, so I looked at the late
model division here, and decided to come over and give it a
try,” said Jim.

While Jim holds his own with the division, he still
feels that he is struggling, saying, I don’t have any help in
the shop during the week, so things go kind of slow, even
with my retirement. I can find a couple of people to help me
on race night, but shop help is one thing that is lacking. I
just don’t get the time to spend on it that I need to,” He
noted.

With his years of experience in racing in many
different capacities, you have to feel that he will come on

stronger all the time. He is having fun and has found a track
to call home.

Finally got a chance to get up north to a race at the
State Park Speedway. I like to get here at least a couple of
times each year. The brand of racing is always close and
exciting. Always nice to chat with “Grandpa” Bob Dalsky,
who said that the racing has always been that way here.

Upon arriving to the track I noticed a very original
looking ’63 Chevy station wagon in the parking lot. later on,
I found out that it belonged to long time racer Jim Schara,
whose Daughter Amanda Rowe still races in the stock four
cylinder class. I should have known he would be the owner!

Jim told of a night earlier in the year when his Daugh-
ter was not going to be able to race, so he took her car out
to race on that night, but things did not go according to
plan, as he was tapped in the rear and sent towards one of
the infield light poles and surrounding dirt embankments. “I
saw that I was headed right for the pole, so I tried to steer
away from it as much as I could, but I hit the embankment
hard, put a big gouge in it, and the car few way up in the air.
That wasn’t as bad as the landing. That is the thing that
really hurt,” Said Jim.

Jonathan Walt in action at Lafayette County

Jason Morgan Photo

Jason Morgan Photo

Jim Juneau's dirt Late Model
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The car was considered a total loss, as it
even bent up the floor of the car. They are in
the process of building a new car, but for the
time being, Amanda is racing her Olds
Achieva that she races on the ice at Lake
DuBay during the winter months. They have
dubbed the car the “Under-Achiever.”

Had a chance to talk to another stock
four-cylinder racer, Wayne Gauger, Jr., who
also goes by the moniker “Choo-Choo.” I
asked the meaning of this, and Wayne replied,
saying, “I used to call numbers at bar bingo,
and I would bring in a train whistle, and
whenever I-22 came up, I would blow the
whistle and shout Choo-Choo.”

Wayne’s current car was built by Lecher
Racing, and this is his first full year behind the
wheel. He did say that nine years ago he tried
racing in the Mighty-Four division at Shawano
on the dirt but did not stick with it.

He is all about having fun with his
racing, saying, “I never want to be the guy to
take someone out or get in the way. I am just
having fun. My immediate goal would be to
get a heat race win.” He is getting close, as he
recently had a night where he finished second
in a heat, and tonight he finished third. Here is
hoping that he reaches this goal soon!

Justin Mondeik has his super late model
rolling, as he has won six regular season
feature events here this season as of this
writing, as well as more at other area tracks. He
is going to be one to watch in the future. It will
be interesting to see just how far he can go.

Nice to see Mike Cox Jr. back out in a
late model here. It was noted that he has not
raced since 1999, so it has been awhile.

Jim Lietz was involved in a wreck last
year which would have required major work to
his car, so Grandpa Bob Dalsky came to the
rescue. “I still had my old car, and it had been
sitting awhile, so I wasn’t going to give it to
Jimmer, he had to pay for it,” said Bob. It was a
bargain, though, as Jimmer paid one dollar for
the car. The car had originally been built for
Dylan Hockin, and was built from a rust-free
Kentucky car at that time. Jimmer and group
did some updates to the car that might be
about twenty years old.

On a final note, we just recently lost
another racer in southern Wisconsin, as
longtime racer “Dynamite” Don Prisk passed
away. Don was best known for his familiar
blue #02 Chevelle, racing at places such as
Columbus 151, Lake Geneva, Madison and
others. Don also owned Prisk auto salvage for
many years, and his last race car was on
display there until the yard closed a few years
ago. I had a few opportunities to purchase
parts from Don at his yard, always at very
reasonable prices. It was mandatory after you
found your parts to sit for a spell and chat
about racing, which I will always remember
fondly. Don will be greatly missed.
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Skip Pollak's Chevell on dispaly a the Dakota County Fairgrounds
Brewster Baker photo

The Glenn Gillund tribute Hudson Hornet and a restored Karl Fenske car
Brewster Baker photo

Nick Murgic leads the LaCrosse Late Model points heading into Oktoberfest.
Dan Plan photo

Sam Niles leads the LaCrosse Sportsman points heading into Oktoberfest.
Dan Plan photo

Jesse Love in the Wimmer Motorsports ride at Dells Raceway Park
Ryan Nuttleman photo

Johnny Sauter on his way to the Alive for 5 victory at the Dells
Ryan Nuttleman photo



Page 11 September 2021

 Photo Galler Photo Galler Photo Galler Photo Galler Photo Galleryyyyy

4-wide salute at the start of the Dixieland at Wisconsin International Raceway
Doug Hornickel photo

A pair of 7's, John DeAngelis and Dixieland winner Paul Shaffer Jr.
Doug Hornickel photo

James "Nitro" Giossi picked up the Cedar Lake Late Model title
Bruce Nuttleman photo

Ashton Winger and Chase Jungans on preliminary night of the USA Nationals
Bruce Nuttleman photo

Dean Cornelius at the Arlington Stock Car Shootout
Dan Plan photo

Superman on his way to a $50k win at the USA Nationals
Bruce Nuttleman photo
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Jason D. Searcy

After quite a few years on the road Billy Mohn
from New Market (MN) came back home to race and
2021 is becoming his best year ever.  Mohn is in the
Top 3 in Advance Auto Parts NASCAR Hometrack
National points in Division I behind 2005 National
Champion Payton Sellers and 2019 National Champion
Jacob Goede from Carver (MN).   

Some good runs in Wisconsin at the beginning of
the 2021 season have helped him in points, “we started
off the year at La Crosse (WI) and got two or three
Top 3’s there, we didn’t get the win that we really
wanted and we’ve run Madison (WI) a couple times
for their double features, we finished fourth there
Friday night and got home at 4am and racing Saturday
at ELKO, it’s the same car which makes it a little
tough,” said Mohn “but this is what we sit around all
winter and hope to do.”   

After traveling at the start of the season his
focus switched to racing weekly at his home track,
Elko Speedway (MN) which is just ½ mile down the
road from his house in New Market.  Going into the
final month of the NASCAR points season his racing
has gone great, qualifying not as good, he has eight
Top 5 finishes and four wins in the first 16 races at
ELKO.   NASCAR points are for feature races only,
Elko Speedway points count both feature events and
qualifying so that puts Mohn fourth in track points

behind 7-time Champion Jacob Goede, Chad Walen
and Adam Bendzick. 

“The qualifying at ELKO pays almost as much
as the features” said Mohn “we chased tires for a
couple weeks and qualifying is our first event of the
night, if you are off a bit you can start working back
from there, we usually get it figured out by the first or
second feature.”

Both Madison and La Crosse are done for
NASCAR point races, La Crosse has Oktoberfest but
that is after the NASCAR season is over, so anyone
who is going for National points is locked into racing at
ELKO.  We can expect to see additional cars adding
to the already stacked field as the season progresses. 
USAC dirt Midgets National point leader Buddy
Kofoid came up to race in Wisconsin and at Elko
Speedway to learn how to race on the asphalt, he
qualified second on August 21st and finished both
feature events in 7th racing with both a broken wrist
and foot that he sustained when racing at ELKO on
July 24th.  Nine-time Champion Donny Reuvers will
also add his talents to the field in the last month of the
season. 

“What I need to do is go out and win races and
get Top 2’s and Top 3’s and run the best we can.”
said Mohn “I’m surprised a little bit that we are third
(in National points) but we’ve had a real consistent
year, whenever the green flag drops in a race we are
going forward, it’s not very often we lose a spot in a
race, it’s taken a lot of hard work and a lot of time but
I’m pretty proud of that.”

Racing cars all started when Mohn was helping
out the Giles family in 2006 and they let him race one
of their Super Late Model cars.  He raced ELKO
from 2008-2016 and also did well in the TUNDRA

series, he then raced the
entire ARCA Midwest tour
in 2018 where he earned
two Top 5 finishes and was
awarded the Rookie of the
year title.  Because of that
he was given the opportu-
nity to drive an ARCA car
at the famed Daytona
International Speedway “It
was pretty awesome, just

to make laps there at speed is something that a lot of
people wish they could do,” said Mohn “definitely a
dream come true as a short track racer.”

The pandemic shortened 2020 season brought
racing back home for Mohn and he switched to a Big
8 style Late Model car.

“I drive by this place (Elko Speedway) every
day, so for me this is where I like to race, I like to race
other places too, but there is something about being
able to stand around after the race and have a beer
and your kids get to hang out, when we travel it’s not
always like that.”

“The competition here (at ELKO) is second to
none, I challenge anyone from another track to come
here, I don’t care where you come from, come here
and run against the locals, we proved that in the
Midwest Tour, a lot of the locals would run up front
when we raced at ELKO, you’ve got to be perfect
here, it’s not an easy place to race.” 

A majority of the Late Model races at Elko
Speedway in 2021 have been cautionless with no cars
being lapped, which demonstrates how strong and
competitive the full field is.  The car counts have been
very good too, every race this year has been over the
NASCAR minimum (to gain maximum points) of 18
cars and a few weeks have been 24+ cars in the race
with very few bad wrecks.

“It’s a short track and you get some tire marks
and get some cracked fenders but if you’re not fixing
your stuff every week,” said Mohn “it makes it a heck
of a lot easier to work on your race car and come
back every week.”

Mohn is a supervisor at a welding shop in
Lakeville (MN) and the fenders on his car are blank. 
“We’ve always just done it ourselves; we’d love to
have some sponsors but I just put my head down and
go, we work 50+ hours a week and go racing and do
the best we can and it is what it is at the end of the
night, some night is not your night and some nights we
go out and get a win.”  It is impressive to see a local
guy without big money do well on a National level, if
he keeps winning races and getting this Nationwide
publicity the fenders might not be blank much longer
on the #8 car.  September will tell the rest of the story,
to this point getting back to his hometown roots has
helped Billy Mohn have a season to remember.

Dan Plan photo

Dan Plan photo



       Page 14September 2021

Chatty MadiChatty MadiChatty MadiChatty MadiChatty Madi

Madeline Schultz
Since the last Midwest Racing Connection article, a

month of exhilarating action has taken place here in Wiscon-
sin. In the Bumper to Bumper IRA Sprint car series alone
we’ve seen different drivers and crews partying in victory
lane. In August, we haven’t seen a repeat winner yet (as of
8/26/2021) with only the one race left this month in Joliet, IL.
To find the results of any race for the Bumper to Bumper
IRA Sprint series, please visit www.irasprints.com or watch
live events weekly on Floracing.com.

Scotty Neitzel out of Beaver Dam, WI pilots the
orange and black 2w sprint car, and in an article on
www.irasprints.com they call Neitzel, “the iron man of the
Bumper to Bumper IRA outlaw sprints”. He has been a full-
time competitor for the last 28 years and in that time has
missed little to no races. Scotty has also claimed two
championships and 23 wins against the best competition the
Midwest region has to offer. I did a little digging on the IRA
Sprint’s website for when the 2w made its last appearance in
Victory Lane, and it showed that his last trip was on 8/5/
2016 at the Dodge County Fairgrounds in Beaver Dam, WI.

Neitzel has made the trip to victory lane not once, but

twice this season at Wilmot Raceway. The first of his
victories this year took place on a double-header weekend
on 6/12/2021. As the A main that night went green, it was
Jeremy Schultz leading over Scotty Neitzel. The dynamic
duo out of Beaver Dam has been racing together for multiple
years now. You can normally find them sharing knowledge
and laughing with each other occasionally after the races
when they park next to each other.

As the two entered lapped traffic about halfway
through the race, Neitzel’s words from his Dodge County
win 5 years ago echoed back, where Scotty had said “I
taught him [Schultz] everything he knows, but not every-
thing I know.” Neitzel was able to maneuver past the 2016
IRA and Wilmot Raceway champion, and when the check-
ered flags waved, it was Scotty Neitzel victorious. His win
would be for the 25th time in his career and 7th on the all-
time series win list. With the win at Wilmot that Saturday,
the team swept the weekend with a win the night before on
Friday at Hartford Speedway in Hartford, MI. To see a full
replay of that race, go to www.floracing.com

The other victory Neitzel and the 2W team would
celebrate at Wilmot Raceway would be when the IRA

Outlaw Sprints returned for
the annual Founder’s night
on 8/8/2021, honoring the
three men who had formed
the series over 50 years
ago. As the roar of the 900
horsepower engines came
to life for the 30 lap
Founder’s Night feature,
Jake Blackhurst led the
way. With many years of
experience over Blackhurst,
Neitzel decided to change
his entry into the turn to try
to pass the 2021 points
leader in the Rhine Auto 39
machine. While the native
out of Hanna City, IL went

Scotty NeitzScotty NeitzScotty NeitzScotty NeitzScotty Neitzel bacel bacel bacel bacel back in k in k in k in k in VVVVVictorictorictorictorictory Laney Laney Laney Laney Lane

low to pass a lap car heading into turn one, the 2w ripped
the cushion over both the lap car and Blackhurst. After that
pass for the lead, Neitzel ditched the rear-view mirror and
ran away for the remainder of the feature event, making it 2
wins at Wilmot Raceway this season.

Several annual events are still on the schedule for the
IRA Sprint Cars. Labor Day weekend has a trio of annuals;
Sept 3-5 with events beginning Friday with the Harry Neitzel
Tribute at Dodge County, Saturday the Sheboygan County
Fair at the Plymouth Dirt Track, and Sunday is the Hopf
Farms Bullring Showdown finale at the 141 Speedway.
Along with this the IRA is scheduled to also make an
appearance again at Outagamie Speedway, Cedar Lake
Speedway, and one track “To Be Announced” before
Championship weekend at the Dodge County Fairgrounds
and the Plymouth Dirt Track. If you can’t be there LIVE you
can tune in on Floracing.com and behind the scene inter-
views on Chatty Madi Racing News on Facebook.

Thank you again to Casey Bollig who supplied the
photos for this article!
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Dangerous Dan continued on  page 16

As Summer draws to a close and the racing
community begins to focus on track championships
and Fall specials, I look back at the previous month
and realize the period traditionally referred to as “dog
days” was anything but this year as I kept busy taking
in action in all forms of motorsports.

The month began with a trip to the small town
of Fairbury, Illinois for the World of Outlaws Late
Model Series Prairie Dirt Classic. The Prairie Dirt
Classic is one of those bucket list events every race
fan should attend at least once as it’s a guaranteed
good time as the town of Fairbury loves its racetrack
and the party atmosphere is on par with the festivities
the sprint cars generate at Knoxville. The high-banked
Fairbury track always provides great action and this
year, Kyle Larson’s participation added to the antici-
pation. With very limited dirt late model experience,
Larson took on the best of the World of Outlaws Late
Models, a good number of Lucas Oil Late Model
Series regulars, and the “Bad Boys of Illinois” in

search of the $50,000 grand prize. 74 late models
showed up in all and Larson looked good right off the
bat as he qualified well and finished second in his
qualifying feature to lock into the main event. After
Friday night’s races, Larson could be found in the pits
talking with fans, taking photos, and signing auto-
graphs. It has been said Larson is bringing fans of all
different disciplines of motorsports together and I saw
that firsthand at Fairbury as there were sprint car
shirts, late model shirts, and even NASCAR shirts
being worn in the crowd, most of them there to see if
Larson could continue his incredible run of late.
Larson didn’t disappoint the fans in the Prairie Dirt
Classic either as he staged an intense battle with
Bobby Pierce before claiming the $50,000 victory. It
was a pleasure to witness in person and I’m not sure I
have ever seen a driver who is in constant kill mode
more than Larson. He just flat wears them out search-
ing for the fastest line around the track. After victory
lane, the celebration wasn’t over as Larson wheeled
the dirt late model out of the track and into town for
the traditional trip to the bank to “cash” the $50,000
check. The fans and townspeople all headed to the
bank where Larson pulled up to the drive-thru window
and exchanged the big check for money bags all to the
delight of the crowd. The crowd even sang Happy
Birthday as Larson celebrated with the fans and it was
just really cool to be a part of such a spontaneous

gathering of short track
fans, regular townsfolk,
and NASCAR’s hottest
driver.

A quick drive
back to Wisconsin the
next day made sure I was
able to make Slinger
Speedway’s weekly
Sunday night show. R.J.
Braun won his first career
super late model feature
after a race long side by
side battle with Ryan
DeStefano. Luke Fenhaus
had the faster car but
couldn’t find his way
around the top two who
occupied both lanes of the
track and had to settle for
third place. While he
didn’t get the victory that

night, Fenhaus cut into Rich Bickle’s point lead as
Bickle took a wild ride into the turn three billboards
early on in the main event. It was a scary ride for
Bickle and many in the pits but no one was injured in
the spectacular incident although Bickle’s very fast
car was destroyed.

Two days later it was back on the road to
Wisconsin International Raceway in Kaukauna for the
ARCA Midwest Tour Gandrude Auto Group 250, the

race traditionally known as the Dixieland 250. I had
planned on going to this race all along but I did not plan
on the surprise phone call I got the night before from
Todd Behling. We were invited to ride to the race with
Scott and Nancy Hansen and Al and Gwen Schill. So,
we piled into Hansen’s Ford Expedition and headed to
the big race. I just took it all in and the stories the Hall
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of Famers told along the way made the two-hour ride
seem like minutes. I couldn’t help but think back to the
times I attended the Dixieland race and watched
Hansen and Schill mix it up with ARTGO’s best and it
was hard to believe there I was, riding with them as
friends on the way to the same race years later. The
race itself was a bit unusual as well as many of the
favorites fell by the wayside early and tire strategy
late left Paul Shafer trying to outrun Sammy Smith and
Luke Fenhaus on older tires. Shafer was able to hold
on to score the biggest win of his career and his
enthusiasm in victory lane was refreshing. Shafer has
become a contender of late in these big events and
he’s a good kid so it’s nice to see his career beginning
to take off.

From dirt late models and asphalt super lates,
the following weekend brought something different as
I was at the IMSA Sports Car Weekend at Road
America. On Friday, we ran into Emerson Lehmann,

an old friend who used to
race Legend cars at
Beaver Dam and is now a
news anchor in Wausau.
His father was working
with the Chip Ganassi
Racing Cadillac team and
since we had a golf cart,
we gave him a ride to visit
his father. Once at the
Ganassi compound, we
were invited inside the
fence line to get an up-
close look at the Cadillac
DPI racer driven by Kevin
Magnussen and Renger
Van der Zande. The crew
was very hospitable and
answered all our questions
as they put the car to-
gether. During this time, the weather took a turn for

the worse and sud-
denly we were stuck in
the compound as high
winds and hail pum-
meled the pit area. At
one point I was
standing with
Magnussen as we
checked out the large
hail that had began to
fall as the team flag
and deck chairs were
blown over. I thought
how strange this racing
deal can be as just
about a week ago I
was with NASCAR’s
current best driver
(Kyle Larson) wheel-
ing a dirt late model to
a small town bank for
a late night deposit and
now I was catching

hail stones in my hand with a former Formula One
guy. The rain finally did let up enough for the IMSA
teams to have an evening practice and I was glad I
stuck around to see it. The rain continued and although
I got a little wet, it was cool to see the IMSA cars
with their lights in the dusk sky with the rain reflecting
off the pavement. The rain hung around all weekend,
and it was really neat to watch the drivers navigate the
less than ideal conditions as I don’t get to witness
racing in the rain too many times.

Dells Raceway Park was up next for the
Badgerland 125 which drew a strong field of super
late models as the penultimate round of the Alive for
Five Series. Johnny Sauter brought out his new super
late model for the first time this season with a new red
wrap as well. Sauter and Ty Majeski put on an
outstanding show before Sauter pulled away in the late
stages of the main event. Sauter then had to hold off a
couple of fast closing challengers in Jesse Love and
Luke Fenhaus at the finish to score a much needed
win.

Dangerous Dan continued from  page 15
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The slate of races for this column wrapped up at the Slinger Speedway for the
Carl Wegner Memorial. Carl Wegner helped so many people in racing and it was
because of him our radio show was able to grow as much as it did. We didn’t have a
sponsor when we were looking to syndicate the show and I was a shy and nervous 22-
year-old kid when I met with Carl at the food court in Southridge Mall as he was there
to get fitted for a tux for the upcoming NASCAR Busch Series banquet. Bobby Labonte
was the champion and he ran Carl’s engines. After listening to my awkward but enthusi-
astic pitch that I really thought our radio show could be successful with the right backing,
Carl asked if I had a pen. Luckily I did, and he proceeded to write out a check to cover
our first year expenses. I was totally floored and thanked him immensely as I hurriedly
called the rest of the guys with the news that our plans were really going to happen. We
owe Carl a lot for giving us the opportunity to do what we love with the radio deal and
his memorial race is a huge night at Slinger. Luke Fenhaus was able to score his first
weekly feature win of the season and he took the point lead by a slim margin over Rich
Bickle who finished tenth after an earlier incident set him back. Fenhaus now leads
Bickle by just 25 points with just the rescheduled Alan Kulwicki Memorial and the big
Labor Day Weekend championship race left for the season. I’m excited to see how it all
plays out and like all of you am looking forward to the many Fall specials that are on the
horizon. As always, I hope to see all of you there as well.

Dangerous Dan continued from  page 16
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The Charlie Swartz
Mid-Engine Wedge

The mid-1980’s saw the heyday of
the wedge bodied dirt Late Models.
Car builder Charlie Swartz took the

game to a whole new level by making
a mid-engine, wedge bodied car.
After dominating the handful of

races entered, the car was quickly
outlawed by most tracks. The car is
now in the possession of Bob & Pat
Steier and was proudly displayed at
the IMCA Oldtimers exhibit at the

Dakota County Fair.
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