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ECONOMY
ALUMINUM SEATS

STEEL 4-BLADE
FANS

High RPMLIGHTNING
mechanical BATTERY
fans
have a universal
CABLES bolt
& TERMINALS
5
pattern with a /8”
in pilot hole. Riveted
reinforcement
plate adds strength
and high pitch 32°
Same amount of energy
blades increase airflow. Painted black&topower
resistat half of the
corrosion.
weight. Easy to use com-

welded inside. Reinforced with
unique tubular rolled edge.
Vinyl seat covers clip on to
the seat and are contoured
high density foam bottom for
complete
innervane
thigh
support.
Billet aluminum
housingleg
withand
special
material
for
1

pression fittings & terminals
049-ALL30101 ...... 19” Steel Fan ......$39.99
simply
twist & screw on.
049-ALL30104 ...... 15” Steel Fan
......$39.99
1/0 Fan
Ga 20’
Spool
049-ALL30105 ...... 18” Steel
......$39.99
110-1846 .......Red ....................... $111.99
110-1847 .......Black .................... $111.99

15-1System
/2” Hip
710-22640... 570-09400
3-Vane Pump,....20°
Wet Sump
....Seat*
$436.99... $109.99
1/2” Hip
710-22641... 570-09800
4-Vane Pump,....20°
Dry Sump
....Seat*
$472.99... $109.99
17-System
710-22642... 4-Vane Enhanced Design, Wet or Dry Sump
System ............................................ $609.99

.125 thick
5052 grade aluminum
RACING
VACUUM
is TIG welded outside and MIG
PUMPS

....10°design
15- /pulls
2” Hip
Seat*
... $109.99
improved seal570-19400
& wear. ‘Enhanced’
13.9%
more
vacuum.
570-19800 ....10° 17-1/2” Hip Seat* ... $109.99

"EST 6ALUE s "EST 3ELECTION s "EST 3ERVICE
LUG WRENCH
1” diameter tube with a shallow 1”
socket welded to one end and
rotating piece of plastic
pipe attached to
the other. The 10” handles are angled with
rubber grips and the overall length is 23”.

049-ALL10108 ...... Angle Handle.......$38.99

BEAD BREAKER
Makes quick work of breaking down even the most
stubborn tire beads. Durable
steel construction with rubber hand
grips. For use with 15 in wheels.

049-ALL10105 ...... Bead Breaker ......$43.99
049-ALL10106 ...... with Wide Jaw......$46.99

TIRE SPOONS

S

id n t
Primar St
Headers fit Dirt
Works,
GRT,
Hoffman, Jet, Larry Shaw & BMS chassis. A
great compromise of low end torque and
high RPM horsepower.

649-1106 ...1-3/4” Primary Tube,
3-1/2” Collector Dia ..... $209.99
S
on Tu
Headers fit BMS, Dirt
Primar
St
Works, Hot, Hoffman, Jet,
KMOD, Pierce, Pro, Quick, Sardeson, Smiley’s &
Victory chassis. Provides more torque & horsepower with longer primary tubes.

649-1186 ...1-3/4” Primary, 3-1/2” Collector
Dia & 8” Length ........... $209.99

Separates
the tire from the rim after breaking the bead.

049-ALL10103 ..... Straight, 24”.........$29.99
049-ALL10104 ..... Curved, 16.5” .......$32.99

HEATED TIRE GROOVER
Insert a blade into the
groover, set blade height
with a tire depth gauge
and set the power level.
Place the cutting
edge against the tire
surface and apply pressure to activate rocker
switch, creating instant heat. Includes 4/32”,
6/32”, 8/32” and 10/32” flat blades.

049-ALL10270 ..... Tire Groover...... $389.99

GAS PEDALS

MODIFIED
HEADERS

170

Made from steel tubing with a black
powder coat finish. Five 1/4” holes allow for linkage adjustment. Designed to allow the driver to pull
the pedal back up if the throttle sticks.

555-157405 .......Firewall Mount.......$24.99
555-157406 .......Side Mount .............$19.99

FLOOR MOUNT
PEDALS
Made of lightweight cast
aluminum with a black
finish. 6:1 ratio and
accepts standard master
cylinder bolt spacing.

505-52692 ........ Brake Pedal .............$79.99
505-52992 ........ Clutch Pedal............$40.99

STAGGER
GAUGE
Measures tire diameter and automatically
converts it to circumference. Provides accurate, consistent stagger measurements every
time. Measures in 1/4” increments.

049-ALL10116 ..... 65” to 115”...........$53.99

ELECTRIC RIGHT FRONT
BRAKE SHUT-OFF KIT
Allows driver to disable
the right front brake at
the flip of a switch. Kit includes
the electronic solenoid
valve, brake line fittings, fuse, instruction sheet and moisture
resistant toggle switch with protective boot.

555-63004 .....Brake Shut-Off Kit .....$69.99

MANUAL RIGHT FRONT
BRAKE SHUT-OFF VALVE
Includes precision machined
brass 2000 PSI valve, 3/8”-24
inverted flare female
brake line fitting adapters
and instruction sheet.

555-631600 .........Shut-Off Valve ......$43.99

STREET STOCK HEADERS
S
Clears
od
side & rear
H ad rs
e n g i n e
mounts.
Fit
straight or angle plug,
standard exhaust port
heads. Must use short oil filter.
Fits SB-Chevy in GM 72-87 Malibu/M Carlo/Gd
Prix/Regal/Cutlass & 70-81 Camaro/Firebird.

649-185....1-5/8” Primary, 3” Collector
Dia and 8” Length ......... $179.99
649-186....1-3/4” Primary, 3-1/2” Collector
Dia and 8” Length ......... $179.99

G-BODY TRAILING
ARM BUSHING
The softer rubber insert in
this bushing allows more
suspension travel for improved handling,
traction, and hook-up. Use with stock OEM
trailing arms. Meets most track rules that
require a “rubber only”. Fits GM metric midsize G-Body vehicles. 1/pkg.

555-60561 .. Trailing Arm Bushing... $38.99

STEEL TUBING ENDS
For building custom
length suspension tubes.

049-ALL22504....5/16”-24 RH, 1/2”x .058”.....$5.99
049-ALL22508....3/8”-24 RH, 5/8”x .058”.......$5.99
049-ALL22509....3/8”-24 LH, 5/8”x .058”.......$5.99
049-ALL22512....3/8”-24 RH, 3/4”x .058”.......$6.99
049-ALL22513....3/8”-24 LH, 3/4”x .058”.......$6.99
049-ALL22518....1/2”-20 RH, 7/8”x .058”.......$6.99
049-ALL22519....1/2”-20 LH, 7/8”x .058”.......$6.99
049-ALL22522....1/2”-20 RH, 1”x .058”..........$9.99
049-ALL22523....1/2”-20 LH, 1”x .058”..........$9.99
049-ALL22526....1/2”-20 RH, 1”X .065”.........$9.99
049-ALL22527....1/2”-20 LH, 1”x .065” .........$9.99
049-ALL22534....5/8”-18 RH, 1”x .058”..........$9.99
049-ALL22535....5/8”-18 LH, 1”x .058”..........$9.99
049-ALL22538....5/8”-18 RH, 1”x .095”..........$9.99
049-ALL22539....5/8”-18 LH, 1”x .095”..........$9.99
049-ALL22542..5/8”-18 RH, 1-1/4”x .095”..$13.99
049-ALL22543..5/8”-18 LH, 1-1/4”x .095”...$15.99
049-ALL22546..5/8”-18 RH, 1-1/4”x .120”..$13.99
049-ALL22547..5/8”-18 LH, 1-1/4”x .120”...$15.99
049-ALL22550..3/4”-16 RH, 1-1/4”x .095”..$13.99
049-ALL22551..3/4”-16 LH, 1-1/4”x .095”...$15.99
049-ALL22554..3/4”-16 RH, 1-1/4”x .120”..$13.99
049-ALL22555..3/4”-16 RH, 1-1/4”x .120”..$15.99
049-ALL22558..3/4”-16 RH, 1-3/8”x .095”..$14.99
049-ALL22559..3/4”-16 LH, 1-3/8”x .095”...$16.99

DIGITAL TIRE DEPTH
GAUGE
Measures to 1/1000 of a inch. Features
an inch/mm button, on/off button &
a zero out button. Digital display.

514-56100 ....Digital........... $21.99

TIRE DUROMETER
New tires, from the same compound,
can vary in hardness. A
durometer will quickly
& accurately check tire hardness. Large
2” face measures 0-100 in 1-point increments.
Includes storage pouch & is ASTM certified.

555-81670 .......Tire Durometer ........$59.99

1-800-345-4545 /

FUEL CELLS
Accepted by most sanctioning bodies where a
steel outer container
with an inner liner is
required. Features a
spot-welded steel can that is
powder coated in red, knurled
cap, flapper valve and an
internal pickup tube that extracts fuel from
the right rear corner of the cell. The inner
liner is manufactured with seamless rotomolded and cross-linked polyethylene for
strength and durability.

08A a ut t and
08A a o o r nt
555-15510..8 gal, 19”Lx19”Wx8”H .......$159.99
555-15511..12 gal, 19”Lx19”Wx11”H ..$169.99
555-15512..16 gal, 19”Lx25”Wx11”H ..$199.99
555-15513..22 gal, 18”Lx26”Wx15” H..$249.99
0A a ut t, 08A a
o o r nt 08A a turn
555-15514 .22 Gallon Long,
26”L x 18”W x 15”H .....$229.99
555-15515 .32 Gallon GRT,
26”L x 18”W x 18”H .....$249.99
555-15516 .32 gal, 18”Lx26”Wx18”H.$249.99
555-15517 .32 Gallon Teardrop,
24.5”Lx24.5”Wx18”H ..$249.99

SPORTS CELLS
Features
molded
seamless
bladder,
excellent resistance
to race gas, ethanol &
methanol. CORR, NASA,
SCCA, SCORE, USAC, FIA
FT3 approved. Powder coated steel container has TF195 steel fill plate, ATL flap valve,
twist cap & neck, (2) #6AN or #8AN outlets,
(1) #6AN vent-check roll-over valve, fuel
traps & filters, SF-103 foam baffling for slosh
& explosion suppression. 5 year warranty.
20 ”
”
”

046-SP112 .....12 Gallon, Red......... $563.99
20 ”

”

Stock height spindles
are a direct replacement for OE. Includes official
IMCA stamp of approval.

049-ALL56303..... Left ....... $114.99
049-ALL56304 ......... Right .... $114.99

GM METRIC SPINDLES
Fit 1980-88 GM mid-size
cars & S10/S15 2WD trucks.
New
replacement
OEM style spindles
that are manufactured
from ductile cast iron.
Standard ride height.

555-64015 .................Left/Right .... $189.99
555-64016 ........... Left Only ..............$94.99
555-64017 ........... Right Only............$94.99

CAST IRON POWER
STEERING PUMP
All new, not rebuilt.
13.5cc ultra high volume pumps are ideal for street stocks
or open wheel modifieds using a steering
quickner. Also used in off-road vehicles.

612-50010000 ...... PS Pump .......... $181.99

”

asic uic n r
Meets the requirements of the job with no frills. The alloy steel
gears and unique tooth design make it far
stronger and more durable than any other
small housing quickener on the market.

505-5224.....Basic, 2:1 Ratio .................$94.99
505-5225.....Basic, 1.5:1 Ratio..............$89.99
505-5221.....Coupler .735”-36 Spl.......$11.99
505-UA102..U-Joint 3/4” .735”-36 Spl ..$75.99

”

”

046-SP122C ...22 Gallon, Red......... $685.99

SUSPENSION TUBES
Steel tubes
are formed using
.095 wall DOM & are yellow zinc
plated. Drawn 6061-T6 aluminum tubes provide
more strength over extruded. Consistent wall
thickness for better engagement & deep knurl.
S a d St Tu in

921-36181 ...11” x 7/8” OD, 5/8” Heim ..$11.99
921-36182 ...12” x 7/8” OD, 5/8” Heim ..$11.99
921-36183 ...13” x 7/8” OD, 5/8” Heim ..$11.99
921-36184 ...14”x 7/8” OD, 5/8” Heim ...$11.99
921-36185 ...15” x 7/8” OD, 5/8” Heim ..$12.99
921-36186 ...16” x 7/8” OD, 5/8” Heim ..$12.99
921-36187 ...17” x 7/8” OD, 5/8” Heim ..$12.99
921-19512 ...12” x 1” OD, 3/4” Heim .....$11.99
921-19513 ...13” x 1” OD, 3/4” Heim .....$12.99
921-19513-1 .13.5” x 1” OD, 3/4” Heim ..$12.99
921-19514 ...14” x 1” OD, 3/4” Heim .....$12.99
921-19515 ...15” x 1” OD, 3/4” Heim .....$12.99
921-19516 ...16” x 1” OD, 3/4” Heim .....$13.99
921-19517 ...17” x 1” OD, 3/4” Heim .....$13.99
921-19518 ...18” x 1” OD, 3/4” Heim .....$13.99
on S a d
A uminum Tu in

921-36079 ...9” x 7/8” OD, 5/8” Heim.......$9.99
921-36080 ...10” x 7/8” OD, 5/8” Heim ....$9.99
921-36081 ...11” x 7/8” OD, 5/8” Heim ..$11.99
921-36082 ...12” x 7/8” OD, 5/8” Heim ..$11.99
921-36083 ...13” x 7/8” OD, 5/8” Heim ..$11.99
921-36084 ...14” x 7/8” OD, 5/8” Heim ..$11.99
921-36085 ...15” x 7/8” OD, 5/8” Heim ..$11.99
921-36086 ...16” x 7/8” OD, 5/8” Heim ..$11.99

15” ALUMINUM
STEERING WHEELS
Shot peened, no slip surface is
drilled to reduce weight.

514-13535-A ...Flat, Bare .$77.99
514-13535-B....Flat, Black .................$79.99
514-13515-A ...2-1/2” Dish, Bare.......$72.99
514-13515-B....2-1/2” Dish, Black .....$79.99
St rin
Pad
Protect your head/face from the
steering wheels during a hard crash.

514-13650 ...............Pad...$34.99

For use in racing applications & street rods. Fit 197480 Pinto or 1974-78 Mustang II
and use GM Metric calipers &
Granada style rotors/hubs. This
combination converts the brake system to
11” rotors and 5 x 4.5” bolt pattern wheels.
Note: Does not fit 1971-73 Pinto spindles.

555-630655 ......... Front Left ....... ea.$18.99
555-630656 ......... Front Right..... ea.$18.99

BRAKE ROTORS
Str t ra A St
ac m nt ra
otors
Vaned rotors
provide superior strength & performance. GM models are 2.75 lbs lighter & 25%
stronger than OE. Ford models save 2.5 lbs &
are 10%. Extra long wheel studs & bearing
races installed.
tric 8 8 ont ar o
a i u, 8 ut ass a

921-9850-6501 ..5 x 4-3/4” Bolt Circle, 7/16”
Wheel Studs................$69.99
921-9851-8500 ..Wheel Bearing Kit.ea.$19.99
921-9851-8501 ..Dust Cap...................ea.$8.99
ord

STEERING
QUICKENERS

BALL JOINTS

046-SP115 .....15 Gallon, Red......... $585.99
3”

MUSTANG II FRONT
CALIPER BRACKETS

MUSTANG II SPINDLES

High
performance
units
designed for smooth suspension travel. Some ball joints are
available with longer than
stock pin length. Hardened
pins with stock type housings.
Not rebuildable. Legal for classes that require
non-take apart ball joints. Off-road only.
r Scr n

049-ALL56010 ..Std (Moog K772) ..... $45.99
049-ALL56011 ..+1/2” (Moog K772)... $45.99
049-ALL56012 ..+1” (Moog K772) ..... $45.99
r ot n

049-ALL56014 ..Std (Moog K6024) ... $45.99
049-ALL56015 ..+3/8” (Moog K6136) $45.99
049-ALL56018 ..Std (Moog K5208) ... $45.99
049-ALL56019 ..+1/2” (Moog K5208) $45.99
o r Scr

n

049-ALL56030 ..Std (Moog K727) ..... $45.99
049-ALL56031 ..+1/2” (Moog K727)... $45.99
049-ALL56034 ..Standard GM/Chry .. $45.99
049-ALL56035 ..+1/2” GM/Chry.......... $45.99
o r

d n

049-ALL56038 ..Std (Moog K6141) ... $45.99
049-ALL56042 ..Std (Moog K5103) ... $45.99
049-ALL56046 ..Std (Moog K6145) ... $45.99
049-ALL56047 ..+1/2” (Moog K6145) $45.99

HYDRAULIC THROWOUT
BEARINGS
For use with different types of clutches &
transmissions. Includes
shims and mounting
hardware. Use with DOT
3 or equivalent (nonsilicone) brake fluid.
Stoc St
utc
on Sa ina , T 0,
unci , rico, and t rs
Inner dia is 1.379”. Compressed length
1.688”, extended 2.375” for .688” of travel.

505-82870 .... Stock Clutch, T-10 ... $149.99
505-8287.........Remote Bleed Kit ..........$55.99
505-82871 ......O-Ring Service Kit .........$11.99
Stoc St
utc on T Trans
Inner dia is 1.379”. Compressed length 1.513”,
extended 2.048” for .536” of travel. Does not
fit Ford with 1.441”OD bearing retainer.

505-82876 ......Stock Clutch, T-5......... $159.99

80 Pinto ustan

921-9850-6511..5 x 4-1/2” Bolt Circle, 1/2”
Wheel Studs ..............$69.99
921-9851-8510..Wheel Bearing Kit .ea.$19.99
921-9851-8502..Dust Cap .................ea.$8.99

CIRCLE TRACK WHEELS
A Ho ” 8”
CNC spunform rim
shell offers lower runout than competitors.
Specially-designed safety
bead locks tire on rim, but
makes tire mounting easier. Provides 10
additional square inches of brake cooling
area. Includes IMCA decal and weigh 19 lbs.

125-58DXXI .............15X8 Black .......$56.99
125-58DXXIS ...........15X8 Silver .......$56.99
A Ho ” 8” ad oc
Beadlock wheels are a standard
8-spoke in a silver or black
powder coat or a chrome
finish. Include outer rings &
1/2” head high grade bolts.
Integrated mud cover dzus
tabs formed into beadlock ring
for 360° support & flush fit. Weigh 22.5 lbs.

125-58DXXXIL ....... 15X8 Black ...... $113.99
125-58DXXXISL ..... 15x8 Silver ...... $113.99
id
s it Armor d
Unique Armor Edge is an outer
bead flange lip that adds
extra strength to crate a
strong crush zone. Spun
formed Wide 5 wheel uses
a proprietary welding technique to increase strength.

125-58SRXX.....15x8 Black/Silver ...$79.99
125-50SRXX.....15x10 Black/Silver ..$90.99

LUG NUTS & STUDS
Large diameter
open end lug nuts
will not pull through the wheel. 5/pkg.
Sin Sid d ” H u uts

555-65170 .... 7/16”-20, Steel ...............$4.99
555-65171 .... 1/2”-20 , Steel ................$4.99
555-65172 ....12mm x 1.5, Steel .........$4.99
555-65173 .... 5/8”-11, Steel .................$4.99
555-65174 .... 5/8”-18, Steel .................$4.99
555-65180 .... 5/8”-11, Aluminum........$9.99
555-65181 .... 5/8”-18, Aluminum......$11.99
ou

Sid d ” H

u uts

555-65175 .... 5/8”-11, Steel .................$6.99
555-65185 .... 5/8”-11, Aluminum........$9.99
8” acin
Studs
Larger than stock wheel studs for racing
applications. 0.690” knurl (use with 43/64”
hole in axle flange or hub). 5 per pkg.

555-65150 ...-11, 2.75”L, .375” Knurl ..$19.99
555-65151 ...-11, 2.75”L, .750” Knurl ..$19.99
555-65152 ...-11, 3.75”L, .750” Knurl ..$19.99
555-65155 ...-18, 2.75”L, .375” Knurl ..$13.99
555-65156 ...-18, 2.75”L, .750” Knurl ..$13.99
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several times. The event held in Vegas each year is
quite the spectacle. The number of monster trucks on
hand was more than a full field for many short track
classes these days, and boy did they wreck a ton of
them while we were there.

Dan Plan
In our last on-line issue, you may have seen a few
pictures of my prized, Heart O’ Texas can cooler as it
made its way across the great state of Florida. Yet
again, I received several emails which included
pictures of my can cooler, so I set my plan into action.
I was going to track down the culprit and get my can
cooler back.
Those of you that are familiar with the publication
know that I enjoy just about any type of motorsports.
Short track racing tops the list, but if there isn’t any
short track racing around, anything with a motor will
do. As you can see by the pictures of my can cooler,
it was last seen in Las Vegas.
Now, as a race fan, I would have much rather gone
to Las Vegas during the Cup race weekend, as the
pictures indicate the can-cooler was there. But, with a
kid that enjoys monster trucks more than Cup racing,
I went with another option. Having a high-school
friend that lives in the Las Vegas area now, the kid on
spring break from school, and the Monster Jam World
Finals at Sam Boyd Stadium made for some good
times.

Little did I know, but The Strip at Las Vegas Motor
Speedway also had some drag racing going on during
our visit. I can honestly say I have never been to a
real drag race in person. Well, there were those times
at North Starr Speedway as a kid when I could see
the final rounds from the top-row of the oval track
bleachers, or the highly illegal races at Red Rock in
Newport back in the early 1990’s. This event was the
first legitimate time of watching real drag races on a
legal quarter-mile. The event was not the big NHRA
event at Vegas, but rather a smaller regional event. I
say smaller based on the size of the crowd, but not on
the number of cars on hand. There were a ton of
really fast cars. As is the case with most other
sporting events, watching it on TV does not do it
justice. Watching a drag race in person is quite
impressive. The events on TV just don’t capture all of
the sights, sounds and smells of being there in person.
My ears are still ringing after watching the Funny Car
warm up their motor in the pits. I also came away
with an idea that I wish short tracks could incorporate
somehow. At the drag races, your ticket to the stand
is also a ticket into the pits. For the low price of just
$6, my son was able to walk around the pits all

Contributing Writers
Dale P. Danielski
Kris McMartin
Stan Meissner
Jason Searcy
Dean Reller
Charlie Spry
Photographers
Jim Ambruoso (815-623-3200)
Rick Blewett (507-398-9483)
D's Racing Imagery (608-448-2288)
Martin DeFries (651-457-7719)
Joe Gibbs (612-860-6622)
Doug Hornickel (920-563-0993)
Tom Johnson (612-309-7142)
Mark Melchiori (414-463-0131)
Stan Meissner (651-428-4717)
Mary Schill/Forte Design (608-792-1317)
Jerry Zimmer (715-792-2174)
The Midwest Racing Connection is published ten
times during the summer racing season by The Plan
Company, Inc. All material is copyrighted 2012 and
may not be reprinted without permission.
Subscriptions are $20 for ten issues.
Call 651-451-4036.

Cover photos by:
Martin DeFries, Stan Meissner and Dan Plan

Member of the NMPA
National Motorsports Press Association

Continued on page 5
I’ve been to the Metrodome for several Monster Jam
events, and seen exhibitions at our local short tracks

CEDAR VIEW
ELECTRIC, INC.
952-469-2100
New Construction - Remodel - Service Work
Pools/Hot Tubs - Basements - Additions
Residential & Commercial
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continued from page 3
afternoon. The low ticket price amazed me, and so
did having somebody over the age of 16 walk through
the pits without signing a waiver. Sure, most of the
cars aren’t moving, but it was pretty cool to be up
close and in person.
Like I’ve said in previous columns, we always hear
about diversifying our savings accounts, or diversity in
NASCAR. I’ve done my part to diversify on this
family vacation by not going to any oval track races.
Instead, I saw the straight liners go over 200mph on a
drag strip and Monster Trucks soar through the air.
Sure, I didn’t get to see any roundy-round cars, didn’t
find my can cooler and spent a boat load of money,
but it was still a good time. I got to hear really loud
motors with my kid and a bunch of other rednecks.
Not a bad day in my book.

Works Like Adding Two or More
Rows of Tubes to your Radiator
• Increases horse power
• Smooths gear changing
• Saves fuel consumption
• Runs quieter, cooler and smoother
• Reduces cavitation and electrolysis

JUSTICE BROTHERS
Car Care Products

Toll Free: 800-533-7492 | www.justicebrothers.com
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Skol NASCAR
Vikings and Racing at the Fair
Could stock car racing be coming back to the
Minnesota State Fair?
There’s absolutely a possibility, according to someone
close to the idea. And here’s the kicker: the
Minnesota Vikings could use the same venue.
Here’s how it could work. The Vikings, still looking
for legislative support for a bill that would get them a
new stadium, would be the primary tenant of a new
facility to be located where the current State Fair
Grandstand sits. Through a revolutionary design, low
level seats would actually cover the race track
surface during football games, and the field turf could
be covered or removed during races. Since the NFL
regular season doesn’t start until after Labor Day,
Vikings home games would not interfere with the
dates of the State Fair or the return of the Labor Day
race.
This is not the first time this idea has been discussed.
Years ago, former Midwest Racing Connection
(then Minnesota’s Racing Connection) publisher
Rob Hahn broached the subject with local radio show
host Dark Star on WCCO-AM as a possibility for a
new Gopher stadium. Both agreed the idea had merit
and warranted further discussion. Now, nearly ten
years after that conversation, the concept seems to be
gathering traction (all puns intended).
“I think there’s a great opportunity for all parties
involved,” said Hahn, a former Independence Party
candidate for governor. “With so many Minnesotabased Fortune 500 corporations now involved in
NASCAR, it would make sense to bring a Cup or
Nationwide event to this facility during the summer
months.”
Considering State Fair attendance averages more than
100,000 per day, there’s ample parking and sufficient
public transportation to handle the 65,000 or so that
would attend a Vikings game or NASCAR race.
Hahn, who’s met with a number of legislators this
session primarily to discuss other issues, says this idea
could be just what’s needed to get skeptical legislators
on board and get a stadium bill passed before the end
of the session.
“The biggest hurdle to this idea at the Legislature and
beyond is it just makes too much sense,” Hahn said.

Top photo - The starting lineup for the final event held at the Minnesota State
Fair race track. Bottom photo - Donny Reuvers discussing pre-race strategy
with the legendary Dick Trickle prior to the final race.
Dan Plan photos

Follow us on facebook.
facebook.com/themidwestracingconnection
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(Subject to Change)

DATE (1)
Thu, Apr 5
Fri, Apr 6
Sat, Apr 7
Thu, Apr 12
Fri, Apr 13
Sat, Apr 14
Sat, Apr 21
Thu,Apr 26
Sat, April 28
Sat, May 5
Thu, May 10
Sat, May 12
Sat, May 19
Sat, May 26
Sat, Jun 2

ALL RACES START AT 6PM UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED (1)
Adult(2) Stdnt(2) Pits
OPEN PRACTICE (6-9PM) $30 per car & driver
NA
NA
$5
54th ANNUAL SEASON OPENER DAY 1 – NASCAR RACING Late Models, Modifieds, Pro Stocks, MW Mods, & Hornets (Complete Show) $15(3) $7(3) $25
54th ANNUAL SEASON OPENER DAY 2 – NASCAR RACING Late Models, Modifieds, Pro Stocks, MW Mods, & Hornets (Complete Show) $15(3) $7(3) $25
OPEN PRACTICE (6-9PM) $30 per car & driver
NA
NA
$5
SEASON OPENER MAKE UP (If Necessary) Late Models, Modifieds, Pro Stocks, MW Mods, & Hornets
$15(3) $7(3) $25
NASCAR RACING or SEASON OPENER MAKE UP (If Necessary) Late Models, Modifieds, Pro Stocks, MW Mods, & Hornets
$15(3) $7(3) $25
NASCAR Racing – Late Models, Modifieds, Pro Stocks, MW Mod along with School Teacher Races (4)
$12
$6
$25
OPEN PRACTICE (6-9PM) $30 per car & driver
NA
NA
$5
SPRING SPRINT CAR SPECIAL featuring UMSS SPRINTS, NASCAR Late Models, Modifieds, Pro Stocks, & Hornets
$15(3) $7(3) $25
NASCAR Racing – Late Models, Modifieds, Pro Stocks, MW Mod along with School Teacher Races (4)
$12
$6
$25
OPEN PRACTICE (6-9PM) $30 per car & driver
NA
NA
$5
SCHOOL BUS SPECIAL–MW Mods, Hornets, Vintage Cars, and School Bus Races! (5/19 Rain Date)
$12(3) $5(3) $25
NASCAR Racing – Late Models, Modifieds, Pro Stocks, MW Mods & UMSS Traditional Sprint Cars!
$12
$6
$25
PACK THE TRACK NIGHT! FREE GRANDSTAND ADMISSION! Full program of Modifieds, Pro Stocks, Midwest Mods, & Hornets
FREE FREE $25
THE TRIPLE CROWN! $3,000 TO WIN IRA OUTLAW SPRINT CARS, $3,000 TO WIN NASCAR LATE MODELS,
$3,000 TO WIN NASCAR MODIFIEDS, and the first 3,000 people in the Grandstands get a FREE Triple Crown Tshirt!
$25(3) $12(3) $35
Sat, June 9 NASCAR Racing – Late Models, Modifieds, Pro Stocks, MW Mod along with School Teacher Races (4)
$12
$6
$25
14TH ANNUAL MASTERS EVENT (JUNE 14TH–16TH) 7PM start time each night
Thu, Jun 14 MASTERS Day 1 – Modifieds, Pro Stocks, MW Mods, & Hornets (full show)
$12(3) $6(3) $25
Fri, Jun 15 MASTERS Day 2 – UMP DIRTcar Summer Nationals Touring Late Models and USMTS MODIFIEDS (complete show in both classes)!
$25(3) $12(3) $35
Sat, Jun 16 MASTERS Day 3 – UMP DIRTcar Summer Nationals Touring Late Models and USMTS MODIFIEDS (complete show in both classes)!
$30(3) $15(3) $40
Sat, Jun 23 NASCAR Racing – Late Models, Modifieds, Pro Stocks, MW Mods, & Hornets
$12
$6
$25
Sat, Jun 30 5th Annual NIGHT OF DESTRUCTION featuring a HUGE Demolition Derby! Wildman Clay Gallagher
will also entertain with death-defying stunts. Also running MW Mods and Pro Stocks!
$12(3) $6(3) $25
Fri, Jul 6
ANNUAL WORLD OF OUTLAW 410 SPRINT CARS (Plus MW Mods)-7PM
$30(3) $15(3) $40
Sat, Jul 7 FIRECRACKER SPECIAL – NASCAR Late Models, Pro Stocks MW Mods, & Hornets (This is our Annual HUGE Fireworks Display)
$15(3) $7(3) $25
Sat, Jul 14 NASCAR Racing – Late Models, Modifieds, Pro Stocks, MW Mods, Hornets & IMCA Old Timers
$12
$6
$25
Sat, Jul 21 NASCAR Racing – Late Models, Modifieds, Pro Stocks, MW Mods, & Hornets
$12
$6
$25
Sat, July 28 SUMMER SPRINT SPECIAL!–UMSS 360 Sprint Cars, UMSS Traditional Sprint Cars and NASCAR Late Models, Modifieds, & MW Mods
$15(3) $7(3) $25
25th ANNUAL USA NATIONALS! (Aug 2nd-4th) 7PM start time each night
Thu, Aug 2 CORNBELT CLASH OPEN LATE MODELS – $5k to win! Plus MW Mods
$25(3) $12(3) $35
Fri, Aug 3 NATIONALS Day 1 – World of Outlaw Late Model Qualifying, Heats, & Dash for $50k to win event & complete show of NASCAR Late Models $25(3) $12(3) $35
Sat, Aug 4 NATIONALS Day 2 – World of Outlaw Late Model Semis, LCQ & 100 lap $50k to win event & complete show of NASCAR Late Models
$35(3) $17(3) $40
Sat, Aug 11 NASCAR Racing – Late Models, Modifieds, Pro Stocks, MW Mods, & Hornets
$12
$6
$25
Sat, Aug 18 3rd Annual FASTER PASTOR RACE! Pro Stocks, MW Mods, & Hornets as well as Faster Pastor Races featuring local area churches.
$12(3) $6(3) $25
Thu, Aug 23 OPEN PRACTICE (6-9PM) $30 per car & driver
NA
NA
$5
Sat, Aug 25 NASCAR Racing – Late Models, Modifieds, Pro Stocks, MW Mods, & Hornets (Fan Appreciation Day & Elmer Cook Memorial - FREE Corn on the cob!) $12
$6
$25
Sat, Sep 8 12th Annual Jerry Richert Memorial IRA/KNOXVILLE 410 SPRINT CAR CHALLENGE & UMSS Sprints & Vintage Cars
$25(3) $12(3) $30
Wed, Sep 12 OPEN PRACTICE (6-9PM) $30 per car & driver
NA
NA
$5
THE 6th ANNUAL LEGENDARY 100! (SEPTEMBER 13TH–15TH)
Thu, Sep 13 Heats, B Mains and Qualifying feature (top 12 to big show) for Hornets, Street Stocks, and MW Mods (6PM Start)
$15(3) $7(3) $30
Fri, Sep 14 Heats, B Mains and Qualifying feature (top 12 to big show) for Pro Stocks, Modifieds, & Late Models (6PM Start)
$18(3) $9(3) $30
Sat, Sep 15 B-Mains and A-mains for Late Models, Modifieds, Pro Stocks, MW Mods, Street Stocks, & Hornets (5PM Start)
$20(3) $10(3) $30
Sat, Sep 22 8th Annual $10,000 to-win ENDURO! (5:30PM Start)
$12(3) $6(3) $25
Notes: (1) Unless otherwise noted, races start at 6PM Grandstands open at 5PM Pits open at 3PM. (2) Students are age 11-16 and kids age 10 and under are FREE except on those
dates with a footnote below. (3) Prices noted are at the gate, day of the event. Advance discount tickets and or reserved seats may be available online for this special event at www.cedarlakespeedway.com. Student age for this event is considered 6-16. (4) School Special features local elementary school teachers competing in Hornets. Very entertaining!
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Dean & Jason
Talkin' Racin'
By Jason D Searcy
Molly Rhoads started racing thirteen years
ago while in High School along with her brother AJ
and twin sister Megan. The summer after
graduation, she realized how much she loved the
sport, everything about it, and wanted to do it for
as long as possible. She raced at the I-94
Raceway tracks in Sauk Centre and Fergus Falls
(MN), where she won her first race in the Super
Stock and Thunder Car divisions.
“Racing at I-94 opened my eyes to the real family
that is involved with racing,” said Molly ”everyone
that was there, from the other drivers to the
employees and even the fans, were literally the
best people I had ever met in my life.”
Soft spoken Molly Rhoads was a crowd favorite at
I-94, as the track announcer I would help arrange
driver autograph sessions during intermission.
Because of the incredibly long lines waiting for
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Molly’s signature, we would
have to put her on a separate
table from the other guys just
to even out the crowd.
She was also very popular in
the pits with her fellow
racers. “There were many
nights that I showed up there
without a crew and different
drivers and their crew
members would help me
unload my car and spot for
me. If I ever had any
problems there were always
hands on deck to help me get
fixed back up and ready to
race, that is why I always
looked forward to going
there” said Rhoads.
Molly eventually moved up to the premier Super Late
Model division in 2004 competing with some of the best
drivers in the Midwest, she became the first female
driver to win a Late Model race at Raceway Park in
Shakopee (MN). She was then accepted into
the NASCAR Drive for Diversity program two times
where she was given instruction and tutoring from some
of the top teams in NASCAR.

Martin DeFries photo
“Janet Guthrie and Lyn St James are very
inspirational women that I have looked up to
throughout my racing career.” Molly also looks up to
NASCAR hot-topic Danica Patrick, ”she has spent
here entire life working toward making her dream of
being a professional race car driver come true. She
has paid her dues and has been successful throughout
her career.” said Rhoads. “She also is using every

continued on page 9

Page 9

April, 2012

continued from page 8
one of her assets to make the doors open for her and
has helped get female racers noticed throughout the
world.”
Following her love for Racing has not been easy,
it has been challenging in this economy to find enough
funds to continue updating her cars
and motors. When she had to take some time off
from driving Molly worked in the pits as crew chief
for Bryan Roach who was driving local Super Late
Model races and in the ASA Midwest tour. Her
popularity in the pits was rewarded with the

Craftsman “Mechanic of the year” award at
Raceway Park in 2009. Molly has jumped around the
last couple years racing at Raceway Park (MN) and
Dells Raceway Park (WI).
This year Molly was accepted into Race4Girls.com.
It’s a national program that promotes successful
female racers and helps them improve their race
team. Molly says “www.race4girls.com is a great
idea; Tracey Passantino is devoting her life to helping
me and other female racers. You can donate as little
as $5 and ALL of the money (minus the paypal fees)
goes to the driver. It is so easy to show some support
and if even a handful of people you know donate $5, it

will help me and other successful female drivers a
ton.”
Molly Rhoads is not the typical race car driver, here in
Minnesota or anywhere else, but I think everyone is
OK with that.
Molly plans on racing the full 2012 season in a Super
Late Model at Elko (MN) Speedway and enter both
ASA Midwest tour events in Minnesota. ”Some of
the best drivers have come out of Elko Speedway,”
said Rhoads “I am super excited to race with them
every week and gain as much experience as I can.”

AIRPORT SERVICE - CALL 24 HOURS
*Time Calls - Appointments

DISCOUNT TAXI
FOR TRANSPORTATION
Toll Free 1-888-240-8294

612-723-5500
www.discounttaxiracing.com

COLOR - ACTION - DRAMA & EXCITEMENT!
West Salem, WI

NASCAR WEEKLY RACING APR. 28-SEPT.1
ͻ/ŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐͻ
Sat. June 2 - Mid-American Stock Cars
Tues. July 3 - Big-8 Late Models & Fireworks
Sat. July 21 - Double Late Model Features
Sat. Sept. 1 - Late Model Shootout Match Races
Plus! Kids 11 & Under in FREE during May
Plus! Two BUCK NIGHTS at the Concessions
Plus! Three Fireworks Nights!
6);+):0WUM<ZIKS[KWU

Street Drags On the
2nd Friday of the
Month (May-Sept)
Plus! Sat. April 21
& Sat. Oct. 13

Home of the 43rd

Race Weekend

Oct. 4-5-6-7, 2012
ǁǁǁ͘ŽŬƚŽďĞƌĨĞƐƚƌĂĐĞǁĞĞŬĞŶĚ͘ĐŽŵ

LaCrosse Speedway
& Oktoberfest Race Weekend

608-786-1525
www.lacrossespeedway.com

Follow @laxspeedway &
ΛƌĂĐĞŽŬƚŽďĞƌĨĞƐƚŽŶdǁŝƩĞƌ
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Auto Racing Facts,
Observances and
Opinions

By Dale P. Danielski
With the weather we’ve had it seems like we could
be in the heart of the racing season. But, we aren’t,
so that means we’ll go with a random thoughts
column heading into April and the official start of it at
least in these parts.
Of course you readers out there know I tend to pick
on NASCAR and its ways on occasion so we
definitely will include some of that here. Speaking of
which, in the Cup race at Fontana, CA., Jeff Gordon
dragged his gas can with the human filler attached to
it into the next pit stall. No one was in that stall and it
was pretty harmless but because NASCAR rules
state that no pit work or equipment can be in another
teams stall Gordon was penalized. Is that really the
intent of the rule when a guy still attached to that
equipment is dragged there, or teams relocating to
perform said work in another stall? Should be able to
make an exception to that rule with an instance of this

nature in my eyes…It sure seems like NASCAR’s
biggest event and the first of the season, the Daytona
500, gets screwed up in some shape or form
practically every year. That can’t be providing the
event with the best image although; with the race
finally being held on Monday night this year it did
receive record ratings. Of course we can’t predict
weather accurately, and who would have imagined
Juan Pablo Montoya wrecking a track vehicle and
burning up the track forcing a 2 hour delay. Montoya,
I’m sure at times would like to light a fire under his
race team which seems to struggle more than it
should but certainly this wasn’t what he had in
mind!...Of course many before me have talked about
Chad Knaus with the Jimmy Johnson race team
getting out of their Daytona infraction penalty, or at
least most of it. It seems NASCAR has the uncanny
ability to hit these teams where it hurts the least, in
the pocketbook…Good to see Iowa racer Landon
Cassill in a fulltime ride in Cup racing after losing out
to Kurt Busch for the seat he held last year. We
recall talking to Cassill at La Crosse Fairgrounds
Speedway during Oktoberfest racing weekend
several years ago and then watching him out fox
veteran Eddie Hoffman to win a big race there.
Shortly thereafter he went on to bigger things and
certainly more than a few eyes must have witnessed
that move which helped propel his career forward…
Speaking of La Crosse Fairgrounds Speedway they
will be opening on April 28th this year on a Saturday
night of course. One noteworthy addition to the
schedule this year sees the Big 8 Series Late Models
competing in a Tuesday night, July 3rd Holiday special.
Sportsmen and Thunderstox will also be on the nights
card…Good to see the ASA Midwest Tour appearing
at some big as well as tradition rich venues this year.
The Mlwaukee Mile event should be great and going
to the Iowa Speedway is always a good thing. First
time visits to unique tracks Berlin Raceway of Marne,
MI., and the I-44 Lebanon Speedway, of Lebanon,
MO., will be challenging for drivers and very
entertaining for fans…Well, we know running a race
track at the short track level certainly doesn’t get any
easier and it’s very possible new ownership at some
point may be giving it a try at Golden Sands
Speedway of Plover, WI., and the Marshfield Motor

Speedway of Marshfield, WI. Both the 1/3 mile paved
‘Sands oval and the ½ Marshfield track are for sale
as we write this although neither has been purchased
and both have full schedules of racing planned for
2012 with Marshfield hosting their opener April 28th
and Golden Sands getting started May 4th…Other
tracks in our vicinity with schedules out announcing
opening dates include Deer Creek Speedway, Racine,
MN., April 7th, Mississippi Thunder Speedway,
Fountain City, WI., April 27th, Upper Iowa Speedway,
Decorah, Iowa, April 28th. The Cresco Speedway of
Cresco, Iowa will again feature a limited racing
schedule with their first race program set for June 21.
A look back in time…In 1972 at the Golden Sands
Speedway opening race, April 16th it was Dick
Trickle taking the feature win over Marv Marzofka
and Lyle Nabbefeldt. Heat race winners were Rich
Somers and Trickle with the semi-feature win going
to Deb Langsdorf. Trickle also won the fast dash and
set fast qualifying time giving him a sweep of all 4
events he participated in. When’s the last time
someone pulled off a feat like that?
News, notes and comments welcome to Dale P.
Danielski at Starmaker Multimedia 967 10th Ave N
Ste A, Onalaska, WI 54650, at 608-783-5827 or at
dale@starmakermultimedia.com ,
www.starmakermultimedia.com

Dale's Photos from the Past
Left photo - Jim Back in his first Pony car era creation, circa 1972, a 1968 Ford
Mustang. Right photo - A couple Minnesota travelers in 1972 Jim Derhaag left and
Bob Jusola in their full size Chevrolets.

"TIRES DESIGNED FOR CHAMPIONS"
Kart and Quarter Midget tire distributor

Bob Snyder
651-455-8589
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The Inside Dirt

Stan Meissner
The weather has been more forgiving than usual this
spring, so barring any drastic change, the racing
openers should take place as scheduled. Racing
continues to struggle to put people in the stands as
illustrated by the number of empty seats at a recent
Bristol race. Writers attributed the empty seats to
changes in track configuration but I suspect that gas
and lodging prices are the main reason for soft
attendance. One thing is obvious, racing fans need to
reach out to non-race-fan friends, neighbors and
relatives and encourage them to come out and join us.
Making new fans is not an easy task and can take
persistent effort often over a period of years but it’s
well worth the effort.
My schedule is coming together nicely so I’ll list the
some of the races that I anticipate will be the
highlights of my season. My plans put the emphasis
on the most convenient destinations based on my
location, budget and racing preferences.
April 6 or 7 Cedar Lake opener. Cedar Lake’s
opening weekend always draws a good field of cars
and I will be chomping at the bit to shake the winter
cobwebs out of my camera.
April 20-21 Elko Spring Dirt Nationals. I’m planning

on being there Saturday night
for sure with Friday penciled
into my schedule. Hopefully the
weather will cooperate this
year because reports are that
Elko’s October UMSS Feature
was a dandy. Jackson doesn’t
kick off their season until May
and Knoxville doesn’t have the
360’s on the card that
weekend. I expect a great field
of cars and some awesome
racing.

The upper Midwest Sprint Car season kicks off with two days of high
powered UMSS Sprint Car racing at the Elko Speedway on April 20-21.
Tony Kaus hopes that he’ll have a better luck at Elko this spring than he
had on July 16, 2011.

April 28 Cedar Lake Spring
Sprint Car special featuring the
UMSS winged Sprints. I
anticipate a good field of Sprint
Cars along with Late Models, Modifieds, Pro Stocks
and Hornets. The UMSS came into existence during
some of the worst economic conditions in our lifetime
but has managed to buck the odds and gain a foothold
in the local racing scene. All of their shows are
entertaining but a few events such as Cedar Lake and
Elko draw the best fields of the season.
May 19 Cedar Lake UMSS Traditional
Sprints. I love watching the non-wing
cars and it’s another opportunity to see
the Cedar Lake regular classes.

weekend of the year) but the IRA still came out a
winner because they’re going to be the headliner (in
my book) at the Triple.
June 16 Cedar Lake Masters finale. I decided to
forgive and forget that the IRA is no longer a part of
the Masters. The UMP Late Models and USMTS
Modifieds are too good of a show for me to hold a
Scotty Beirtzer’s “win it or wear
it” style has made him a lot of
fans out on the IRA tour

May 25 Saint Croix Valley UMSS
winged Sprints. This will be the first
appearance of the season by the
UMSS winged cars at SCVR. I’m
looking forward to seeing the
improvements to the facility. I’ve got
access to a lake home five minutes
from the track and plan on taking
advantage of the opportunity to spend a
few weekends there throughout the
season.
May 26 Rice Lake Speedway UMSS winged Sprints.
Rice Lake isn’t very far from where I live but the
effect of rising gas prices on my budget is the
equivalent of moving RLS a few miles further up the
road every week. Rice Lake is a fun track and I
always enjoy going there so I hope that some of these
penciled in dates work out for me.
June 1 Princeton Speedway Billy
Anderson Memorial. Friday races
are on my wish list until the entire
I35e project is completed and we
can see how the gas budget and
vacation list look. We’ll leave this
one on the wish list and see what
happens.

Cedar Lake Speedway Friday April 9, 2004, opening night. Racers
spend the winter rebuilding, checking and double checking
mechanical components and sprucing up their machines with new
graphics. This was not the way Ashley Anderson wanted to start
out the season after a winter of hard work.

June 2 Cedar Lake Triple with IRA
Outlaw Sprints. This first time event
tried to happen last year but Mother
Nature said no. The IRA is no
longer a part of the Masters
(formerly my favorite racing

grudge. I enjoyed the opportunity to chase Sprints for
a couple of years but I missed the great racing at
Cedar Lake and intend to get out there as much as
my circumstances allow this season.
June 22 Back to the 50’s Minnesota State
Fairgrounds. It’s not dirt track racing but where else
can a person take hundreds of photos of cool cars
without having to deal with the dust?
June 23-24 USAC non-wing Sprints Wilmot and Sun
Prairie. My son Les suggested that we make this our
annual father and son excursion. We’ve got a couple
different options if the weather down by the
Wisconsin Illinois border doesn’t cooperate. Hopefully
plan A will work out as Wilmot would be a new track
to add to my lifetime total.
July 6 Cedar Lake World of Outlaws. I have only
missed a handful Cedar Lake World of Outlaws races

continued on page 12
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since their first show way back in July of 1983. The
next night July 7 is the annual Firecracker so there’s a
pretty good chance I’ll be spending the weekend in
the campground.

Minnesota. In addition to that I’ll be
adding some of the fall community
festivals that include Street Rods and
possibly some more weekly shows
whenever possible.

July 21 Car Craft Summer Nationals State
Fairgrounds. An encore on my schedule for the
custom cars, my second big Street Rod show of the
season.
July 27 Saint Croix Valley IRA Sprints. I scheduled a
day of vacation so I can spend the weekend at the
cabin and get to the track early. The UMSS winged
Sprint Cars appear at Cedar Lake the following night
so this will be a huge weekend of Sprint Car racing in
western Wisconsin.

The local Sprint Car community lost
a car owner and good friend recently
with the passing of Dave Tabor on
March 18. Dave was the owner of
the 34w and 34tw Sprint Cars.
Dave’s drivers have included Jimmy
Kouba, Roger Rager, Tim Johnson,
Brad Barickman, Jason Tostenson,
Alan Gilbertson, Ron Erickson, Jack
Zweber and Greg Gunderson.

August 11 Cedar Lake USA Nationals final night.
This is the biggest dirt track race of the entire season
in our area and it’s always a great night of racing.
Maybe Friday too? We’ll see.

The Jason Sides lawsuit against World Racing Group
continues to be a hot topic. Sides has competed in all
of the World of Outlaw races so far this season and
was fourth in points at the time of this writing. Some
who contributed to Sides’ cause are second guessing
themselves.

August 24 Saint Croix Valley Raceway UMSS
winged. The UMSS takes their show on the road to
Rice Lake on Saturday the 25th so I’m hoping it’s
possible for me to double up.
September 8 Cedar Lake Jerry Richert Sr. Memorial.
My favorite race of the season.
This list represents the meat of my schedule. Other
additions could include Jackson, Knoxville and the
start of a national Rat Rod run up in Mahtowa,

The Jason Sides
lawsuit against
World Racing
Group continues
to be a hot topic.
Sides has
competed in all of
the World of
Outlaw races so
far this season
and was fourth in
points at the time
of this writing.
Sides picked up
his front wheels
at North Central

Danica Patrick recently announced that she will
compete in a Dirt Late Model at Tony Stewart’s
Eldora Speedway Prelude to the Dream. Danica envy
continues to rule racing message boards and social
media and the announcement was met with mixed
reviews. The little bit I have watched of her I’ve seen
a talented driver working hard to succeed in a new
form of racing. I hope she does well on the dirt but
even a win probably wouldn’t silence her critics. I

guess some folks will never accept the idea of a
woman competing in a male dominated sport. Her
marketability is without rival and in today’s racing
world that is as big of a factor as driving talent.
I’ll see you at the races!
The local Sprint Car community lost a car owner and
good friend recently with the passing of Dave Tabor on
March 18. Dave was the owner of the 34w and 34tw
Sprint Cars. Dave’s drivers have included Jimmy Kouba,
Roger Rager, Tim Johnson, Brad Barickman, Jason
Tostenson, Alan Gilbertson, Ron Erickson, Jack Zweber
and Greg Gunderson. This photo comes courtesy of the
Greg Gunderson collection. Left to wrigh are Dave
Tabor, Greg Gunderson and Margaret Tabor.
Greg Gunderson private collection

I have big plans for Friday June 22 through Sunday June 24. Friday I’ll be heading down to the Minnesota State
Fairgrounds for Back to the 50’s. My son and I have tentative plans for a road trip to the Wilmot Speedway on
Saturday the 23rd and the Angell Park Speedway on the 24th. 2012 is shaping up to be another summer of high gas
prices so the weather forecast will be the deciding factor whenever there is travel involved.

Follow us on facebook.
facebook.com/themidwestracingconnection
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Fun the Focus for Local Home Tracks in 2012
In past years, we have featured previews written
by those of us here at MRC. This year, we decided
to do something a little different and let the
various tracks provide some quotes for the
upcoming season. Here are the highlights of our
conversations with several track representatives.

We’ll have petting zoos, exotic animals, Monster
Truck rides for the kids and the Green Mamba Jet
Car will be back. Our biggest challenge this year is
showing our customers, our drivers, our sponsors and
everyone else, that we truly care and truly appreciate
their support as we go ahead in our 47th season.

but if we count caution laps it should be close. Our
plan is to use the same format for qualifying as used
during an ASA Midwest Touring event. We hope to
start a new tradition to replace the Labor Day
weekend race that had been held at the State Fair for
all those years.

Brad Both – Cedar Lake Speedway
This year, you’ve added the Hornets to a number
of the weekly shows and are also allowing fans the
opportunity to rent a car and drive in these races.
How did this idea come about?
We get so many requests each year asking “Hey, can
I try that?” There are also the people that go down
into the pits and wonder what does it take, or what’s
it like to race. This will give them the chance to try
something. That’s one of the reasons we are doing
this. There’s definitely a market of people out there
that at least want to give it a try. They might not
come back, or they might say that was the greatest
thing ever and then they we get more people involved
in the sport. That’s the main focus, getting more
people involved. We also wanted an entry level
division back. During the years of a strong economy,
we had some car counts that were getting
astronomical, and our show was getting quite long.
That was one of the reasons we cut back our
program. We think the Hornets are a class that is a
little more manageable class that might put a little
more fun back into the show.

Chuck Deery – LaCrosse Speedway
You are trying a mid-week special this year for
the first time in a few years. What lead to the
decision to try a mid-week special again?
The way the Fourth of July fell mid-week, the July 3rd
date was very attractive to put on an event. We
haven’t had the Big-8 cars up here, other than ‘Fest,
so Gregg and I decided that would be a good time to
bring them up. We’ll have a nice show on that date.

What are some of the fun activities added to other
weekly shows?
We will continue to have many events for kids
including rides in both racecars and school buses. We
will continue the water balloon toss, bubble blow off
contest, tire roll relay contest, penny toss, painting
school buses and boxcar race. We will offer two
separate track car race given away on both Mothers
& Fathers Day. We also have the Demolition Devil
Stuntman coming to Raceway Park on a couple
dates. We will finish off the year with another official
track car race and finish off the year with our 3rd
annual Motorized Mayhem including: Purple and
Green Auto Ball Bash, Two car chain race, figure 8s,
flagpole race, school bus stunt and the WORLD
FAMOUS FIGURE 8 TRAILER RACE.

Any special plans for this year’s 25th anniversary
of the USA Nationals?
I’m not at liberty to say yet, I wish I could. As I said
the other day, we have some ideas but I can't go into
them yet. We haven’t finalized any of the details, but
I can tell you we will have something for sure.
Jim Burns – Elko Speedway
How did the Thunderstruck Memorial event
quickly evolve into a two-day show?
Well, we had Tim Olson and Steve Einhaus from
ASA wanting to expand on their presence at Elko
Speedway. They contacted us, and everything was
already in place with our Thunder Car Nationals
program. We just thought it would be a natural fit to
add the ASA Midwest Tour, and thanks to Gregg
McKarns we’ve added the Big-8 series as well. With
the support of Greg Peterson at Extreme Powder
Coating and Conrad Jorgenson at Brother’s
Jorgenson Racing and the new Summer Thunder
Series, it just made sense to have everything evolve
into a two-day event. Qualifying and preliminary
events will be on Friday, with Saturday being a day
filled with features.
What are some of fun the activities planned
around the weekly program for the 2012 season?
I don’t want to say we are trying to re-invent anything
or take a step backwards, but at times I think we may
have gotten away from some of the ideas that worked
in the past. We want to be focused on family friendly
throughout 2012. We want to make sure when people
come, they see different things happening for all ages.

You’ve done things like bringing back the dash
races in the six for six format. What other
changes do you have in store for your weekly
programs this year?
We’ll be filled with something ridiculous, funny,
awkward every race night; whether it’s a novelty
event on the track or some type of fan interaction. On
the competitor side of the deal, we are going to give a Gregg McKarns – Rockford Speedway
bonus to the race team that can guess their qualifying Past years have seen just one Super Late Model
time, I saw this in Speedway Illustrated, and thought it event at Rockford Speedway. This year will have
was a great idea. They write their qualifying time on a two. What lead to your decision to add a Super
piece of duct tape and put it on the fender. After
Late Model special in the summer?
qualifying, they’ll pull the tape off. Whoever is closest In the past we have had crate models for our Miller
to their time will get some type of prize. It’s just a
Lite All-Star 100 which brought in a lot of rising stars
neat twist to make qualifying more interesting for the
like last year’s winner Erik Jones. As a fan, I only
competitors. We are going to do a hard-charger
related to a few of the names on the track last year,
award for the guy that passes the most cars
such as Eddie Hoffman and Rich Bickle along with
throughout the season. Just another deal for the race
Rockford Champion Ryan Carlson. My hope is that
teams to try and reword the guys that work hardest
by adding the Super Late Models back into the mix
out there. Other than that, we are going to continue
for this traditional event that was first held in 1978,
to do what we normally do. We know things are
we will see more of today’s stars battle at Rockford
financially tight for some people; gas is over $3.50/
Speedway. I was watching an old All-Star 100 on
gallon, republicans
YouTube and
hate democrats, dogs
thought, the
hate cats and we said
quality of the
"it’s my job to get them all on the same track at the same time"
stars in the
the heck with it, we’re
Gregg McKarns - Rockford Speedway
1980’s still
going to have fun
exists in
anyways.
today’s
drivers, it’s my job to get them all on the same track
Mike Hellendrung – Raceway Park
at the same time. Whether it be due to different
How did the idea for a special event for
showcasing the Hobby Stocks on Labor Day come
touring schedules, rule packages or the like, it is rare
to see all of the heavy hitters in one spot, that was
about?
once so common with Trickle, Shear and Miller, our
After reviewing the past few Labor Day events, we
goal is to get those heavy hitters here at Rockford
decided that the Enduro Series had run its course.
Then our thought was to run an ASA Midwest touring July 14. That being said, I think it will also help
attract the best of the best to our National Short
event but, when you look at the purse and the lack of
local participation from the drivers we thought we
Track Championships at the end of September.
would prefer to offer a large purse for the Hobby
Stocks. Raceway Park and Elko Speedway both have Rockford has been known for their unique events
great numbers and drivers have shown they will
throughout its history. Any other new events or
support the local tracks. After reviewing the rules we surprises planned for this year (novelty events,
also felt with a few adjustments we could gain
more appearances by Illini Midgets, fun stuff)?
additional participants from Wisconsin, as they would
Every night we do something different, whether it be
have the option to race on both Sunday and Monday.
We have a couple of drivers that volunteered to test
continued on page 14
and see if they can make 75 laps without refueling,
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continued from page 13
‘The Race for the White House’ in which drivers will
campaign by making stops across the country (track)
or an added bonus like a 50 lap Figure 8 Race or our
Late Model Showdown Races which are built like the
NCAA Brackets. Fans have also reacted well to the

Illini Midgets, all racing creates its own form of
excitement, their open wheeled action fits that criteria
to say the least. Our goal is to have fun, both in the
stands and the pit area each night, from the kids
helping our Late Model drivers select their dash
position, American Short Tracker drivers throwing

frisbees into the stands for fan prizes based on their
finish, Sportsman drivers loading youngsters into their
cars during post-race autograph sessions or our
Roadrunners doing the four wide salute before they
drop the hammer. Few things in life can match the
excitement at a local short track.
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Going in
Circles

By Charlie Spry
With our unusually nice spring weather in the
Midwest, many race teams have been bitten by the
racing fever a little early this year, and I think you will
see more cars fully prepared and ready for the season
openers this year. With that being said, I have a few
updates on drivers and their plans for the 2012
season.
Dennis “Barney” Schmidt plans to return to racing
after sitting out a year, and will be racing his late
model in the Big 8 series, and will also race weekly at
Columbus 151 to start the season. He noted that if he
is in the top three in points at that time, he will
continue to race at Columbus the rest of the year, but
if not, may start racing at Jefferson.
Central Wisconsin four cylinder racer Josh Klopotek
plans on racing mostly at Golden Sands, with possible
trips to both Wausau and Marshfield. He will be
owning three cars, as he has purchased a ’92 Grand
Am, which he will drive, and has also bought a ’92
Mitsubishi Eclipse that John Engebretson will race,
and will also field a ’97 Jetta for Aaron Thorstad. All
will look to improve on their points finishes from 2011,
as Josh finished fourth at Golden Sands, John 5th, and
Aaron 10th and rookie of the year.
Jim Lietz reported having a fun season of ice racing
on Lake Dubay over the winter, as he finished 6th in
points in his class, 9 points ahead of his dad, John. Jim

plans on racing a full schedule at
Wausau this year in the mod four
cylinder class. He will be racing
alongside his dad, Dale Louze, and
“Grandpa” Bob Dalsky around
central Wisconsin, with plans to
also compete in the combined
points nights at Golden Sands. Jim
says that he has been concentrating
on school work throughout the
winter, but had plans of finishing
preparation of his car during spring
break. He notes that his dad has
been a big help in his racing efforts
both financially and physically, and
Colin Reffner will once again be racing for GEM Motorsports in 2012
Bruce Nuttleman photo
that he would not be where his is
without his help, and also thanks
“Grandpa Bob” for “keeping him in line.”
Jefferson late model racer Chris Quam intends to stay
with what he enjoys, namely racing his car weekly at
Jefferson Speedway, where he traditionally is one of
the fan favorites. “We are out to have fun and
probably make more friends than win races, but that
is what it is.” said Chris.
Chris Schmude plans to race her Cavaliers again in
four cylinder events, racing her dirt car at Central
Wisconsin Raceway, and her pavement car at
Marshfield. She also may race a couple of times on
the dirt at Oskhosh. This team has several cars
presently, two dirt cars, three asphalt cars, one ice
racing car, and one 6 cylinder racer, so they are very
busy. Chris really gets in a ton of competitive laps
throughout a year.
Colin Reffner will once again be racing for GEM
Motorsports in 2012. In 2012, Colin finished fourth in
super late model points at Golden Sands, and was
named rookie-of-the-year. Other 2012 plans include
the Detjens memorial race and the ASA Midwest
race at Wausau, and Oktoberfest. They would also
like to race in the ASA Midwest event at Milwaukee,
and a couple of shows at Marshfield, depending if
sponsorship comes through. They are also working on
gaining sponsorship to enable them to run the full
ASA Midwest tour in 2013.

Veteran Gary Krueger will make a return to late
model racing at Jefferson Speedway, racing a former
Kevin Baldry car. Gary had been racing dirt
modifieds for the past few years, after racing asphalt
cars extensively since the 1970’s.
Chris Matz purchased a unique Plymouth GTX, and
plans on racing it in hobby stock events at Columbus
and Jefferson in 2012. His car had been formerly
raced at Grundy County Speedway and a few times
at Jefferson in 2010, before being parked last year.
Scott Ciesielski will be concentrating on racing in the
stock four cylinder class at central Wisconsin tracks
after splitting his time last year amongst the two-man
cruiser division and the four cylinder cars.
Robby Robinson made an off season trade of his
Bandit car for a former Ken Scott hobby stock
(roller), and will likely race at either/or Rockford and
Columbus in 2012, as well as possibly Jefferson.
Former late model front runner Tim Noble told me
that he plans on doing some racing again in a late
model in 2012. This personable driver is always very
enthused when talking racing.
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Dirty Talkin'

Kris McMartin
There is a new class of car taking the upper Midwest
by storm, creating excitement with Drivers, Fans and
is beginning to attract the attention of dirt tracks
around the area. The Upper Midwest Sprintcar Series
(UMSS) started a new traditional non-wing sprint car
series as an upstart exhibition class in 2011. The
traditional sprint car series has been developed with
the idea of making this form of sprint car racing
economical and to grow the series in the hopes of
adding this class to a tracks weekly race program.
The series raced most Friday nights at St Croix

A New Class of Car

Vince Peterson photo
Valley Raceway in Centuria, WI last year and had a
handful of other exhibition races at various tracks
around the Midwest. The UMSS traditional sprints
are a value based racing class designed to give its
drivers, tracks and fans what they want and need out
of a racing weekend at a very reasonable cost. The
popularity of this class is gaining momentum as more
drivers, tracks and fans discover the economics of the
series.
A race team can build a competitive car for $6500-

$10,000. The chassis is open to any sprint car chassis
1984 - present. The motor is the same as a Midwest
Modified motor and have several block options listed
in the engine specifications. There are spec motors
that the UMSS has put together and Mora
Motorworks in Mora, MN has teamed with the
UMSS and are building motors for this class. The
cars are fun to drive and push between 400 and 450
horsepower in a 1500lb car. This makes for some

continued on page 17
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continued from page 16
wild driving action that is exciting to drivers of any
age. This class is very attractive to the economically
conscious driver as you can get these cars on the
track each week for roughly $75 bucks a night.
There are a few tracks that have discovered this
class is a great addition to their weekly show. The
attraction for tracks is simple economics. The UMSS
Traditional Sprints offers reasonable rules for
participants, an economical purse and an affordable
race ticket. The series provides a fan-friendly
atmosphere that will bring the fans to the track week
after week.
As a fan I can tell you that these cars will put on
some of the most exciting features ever. I attended
most of the races where the traditional sprints were
running in the 2011 season. Of all the racing that I
saw last season the two best features were these
traditional sprints. The small number of cars on the
track seemed to personalize the racing experience.
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As car counts increase I can only imagine how
exciting the racing will become. It will be fast and
furious on dirt; I am very excited for the 2012 season
to get underway. This year, as the series evolves
from the exhibition phase into a fully developed
weekly feature, increased car counts can do nothing
but enhance this innovative racing experience. The
race fan is able to enjoy wild, fast, and volatile racing
action at a value based price compared to most tracks
that add the traditional sprints to their regular race
program at normal or only slightly higher ticket prices.
The series will be racing regularly on Friday nights at
St. Croix Valley Raceway, Centuria, WI and biweekly on Sunday nights at Dodge County Speedway,
Kasson, MN. Other tracks where the series will
make an appearance include Cedar Lake Speedway,
New Richmond, WI and Granite City Speedway,
Sauk Rapids, MN. Be sure to get out and take in a
race or two, these cars will provide a fan friendly
race program guaranteed to excite the dirt track
racing community.
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