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Racing According

to Plan

Publisher's Note
John McKarns -
Thanks for the

Memories

While I had several ideas for topics to use in
this month’s column, they were all put aside with
the news of John McKarns passing. It truly was a
sad day for all of short track racing when John
passed away.

I grew up in an era before instant race results
via the Internet and spent many Friday afternoon’s
running to the mailbox to pick up the latest issue of
Checkered Flag Racing News. While we were
able to get a few ARTGO shows yearly at Elko
Speedway or Raceway Park, the majority of
ARTGO shows were in places I could only dream
of going to as a youngster. I always looked forward
to seeing how the Stars and Cars faired against the
local competitors throughout Wisconsin and Illinois.
As time went on, we took several family trips to
see ARTGO shows at places such as Capital Super
Speedway (now Madison International Speedway)
or Rockford Speedway. Our family had the
distinction of being at the first ever rainout of an

ARTGO show in Madison, WI in July of 1979. I
can still remember walking around the pit fence
looking, through, and seeing all of the cars parked
by their haulers with the rain coming down. No racing
on this day, but I was able to see a lot of cars in
person that I had only seen in black and white
newsprint previously. We were able to catch the
Stars and Cars the next night at LaCrosse on the

way home, so the whole trip was
worth it to me. My mom and sister
probably thought otherwise of this
“family vacation”.

Other firsts for ARTGO that I
was lucky enough to be present for
included seeing Jim Sauter lap the
field at Elko in the Jr. Hanley chassis
Bernzomatic car. The car just
looked fast sitting still, and
“Bernzomatic” was a pretty cool
sponsor name.

There would be other chances
to see ARTGO shows over the
years and seeing Matt Kenseth

break Mark “The Kid” Martin’s record, and
become the youngest winner in ARTGO history
was another item that will always be etched in my
memory. John was the guy that put together these
shows, and left me with lifelong memories.

During the inaugural season for the ASA
Midwest Tour, I took a trip with Bob and Liz
Frederickson to the race at Hawkeye Downs in
Cedar Rapids. Through Bob, I had the pleasure of
meeting both John and Sue McKarns for the first
time. Although we only had time to chat for a few
minutes, this was one of those times that I won’t
soon forget. Meeting John in person and realizing
he was just as likable in person as he appeared for
all of those years in the paper, was something I’ll
never forget. Listening to him tell the story about
Dick Trickle during driver introductions at Wausau,
was something that had me in tears from laughing
so hard.

Thanks for the memories John.
Jim Sauter lapped the field during an ARTGO race at Elko

Dan Plan photo

Dave Watson and John Knaus at LaCrosse
during a 1981 ARTGO show
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REMEMBERING JOHN MCKARNS

Sadly we open this March MRC Online column with
the news that racing promoter John McKarns has
passed away. Rather than dwell on the sad news we
will take this opportunity to focus on the good
memories we have of John as our racing interest lives
crossed paths through the years.

Being from the days of 5-7 shows a week racing, we
go back to a time in the ‘60s and ‘70s when the sport
was just starting to get better organized. There were
plenty of heroes right here in our back yard and we
really had no wants of any kind in terms of getting our
racing fix. The events held at the numerous tracks
were special in themselves as all the top drivers and
many others trying to reach that point, would be there.
It was amazing how these guys could race so often
during the week and for most still hold down a job. It

was amazing for us
to do the same
chasing them
everywhere as
well. So good did
many of these
racers get, that
traveling to big
dollar races out of
the area became
normal fare. What
was developing as
a result of this were
great rivalries
among drivers from
many Midwestern
States. Nothing to
any great extent
had really been
done to bring these
racers all together
in one place though,
to really create a
challenge among
them and determine who was the best of the bunch.
Enter one John McKarns.

 Partnering with Art Frigo in the Mid-seventies, the
two scheduled special events at Chicagoland tracks
where they resided, matching the best drivers from
that area against the Wisconsin and  bordering State
stars. Dangling a sizeable event pay-off in front of
them and helping regular followers with travel money
really helped also as drivers came from everywhere
to compete.. With these first few events, ARTGO
was born and little did we know at the time that,
through the years and a much expanded schedule, we

would see some
of the best
racing ever
among current
and soon to be
superstars. To
some, the
forming of
ARTGO
appeared to be
more of a way
of taking
advantage of a
hunger for speed
and notoriety by
a group of
drivers who
would practically
race anywhere
at the drop of a
pin. But in
reality the
decision to start
the series was
ingenious, as it

not only brought together all the best of the Midwest,
but also those from all parts of the U.S and Canada
as well as a large contingent from the NASCAR
ranks. Talk about short track paved racing heaven,
we had it, as us diehard followers were able to
witness events pitting drivers we’d only heard, or
maybe read about against all of our heroes. Best of all
it occurred at tracks we were already regularly
attending or at new ones we wanted to see that were
within a reasonable travel distance. Finally, someone
had corralled these rough around the edges group of
racers and put them in the same arena racing for the
gold and even better, bragging rights among the states
participating. John McKarns and his ARTGO series
can take credit for elevating the sport in our area and
marketing it to finally give these racers the recognition
they deserved. It was truly a great time in racing and
I’m glad to say I was close to it for as long as John
McKarns held the reigns.

There was never a shortage of passion for the sport
and its drivers in the Upper Midwest and although
John was very businesslike in presenting and
understanding what he had to do for his series to
survive and grow, he never lost sight of the fact that it
was these fans he had to entertain. It was these fans
that had to see a good race. Having been to the
majority of them I can honestly say that most we saw
were just that. Of course I can remember personally
having some of that passion extend onto the written
page of a publication I wrote for at the time and in not
so pleasant terms state my opinions as to how I
thought things should go. That was much to the
chagrin of John who promptly took me off the press
list for future ARTGO event coverage. That

Dave Watson, Dick Trickle and Jim Sauter with John McKarns

John McKarns with Dick Trickle after his 5th ARTGO feature in less than 24 hours.
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continued from page 10

happened once and after a lengthy discussion, we
realized we had much in common (expectation wise)
and consequently there were no further such
occurrences. Actually, from then on, we had a much
closer relationship and would always run things by
each other. Many of those conversations led to direct
implementation in races, series and promotions I
would undertake later on. Many of those developed
philosophies remain with me today.

Most folks that normally see it from a distance don’t
realize how tough this racing game is. And that’s both
from a promotion and participant standpoint. Going
into this sport seeking fame and fortune is a sure fire
way to reach the opposite end of that spectrum. You
could take on almost any other endeavor and increase
your chances of said fame if that is truly what you are
after. John McKarns took on the racing promotion
challenge and brought something new to the table all
those years ago that was fun and exciting for so
many. He was able to maintain that status quo for
many years to come. To accomplish that in this sport
is the ultimate compliment to anyone that has ever

tried. To John McKarns, thanks for those great
memories, they are the ones I’ll cherish the most from
a great period in racing. Rest in peace John McKarns,
you won’t be forgotten!

ARTGO drivers…Here is just a partial list of drivers
that competed one time or another in ARTGO just to
give everyone some idea of how impressive this
series was… Bobby Allison, Jim Sauter, Dick Trickle,
Joe Shear, Larry Detjens, Marv Marzofka, Jim Back,
Dale Earnhardt, Matt Kenseth, Joe Ruttman, Butch
Miller, Jr. Hanley, Darrell Waltrip, Mark Martin,
Rusty Wallace, Scott Hansen, Steve Holzhausen,
Steve Carlson, Mike Miller, Bob Senneker, Dave
Roahrig, Tom Reffner, Dave Watson, Ed Hoffman,
Eddie Hoffman, Frank Gawlinski, Dave Weltmeyer,
Tom Musgrave, Tom Jones, John Reimer, Ray
Young, Mark Malcuit, Alan Kulwicki, Tom Carlson,
Bob Roper, Jerry Makara, Jim Weber, Rick Carelli,
Mike Opperman, Larry Schuler, Larry Phillips, Al
Schill, Bob Gunn, Steve Burgess, Tim Schendel, Rich
Bickle, John Ziegler, Mike Chase, Bob Iverson, Rich
Somers, Al Schill, Conrad Morgan, Dan
Prziborowski…And this is just the short list.

News, rumors and other thoughts…Looks like Ross
Kenseth son of Matt, having conquered the Big 8
Series will move on to the ASA Midwest Tour for the
2010 season…Bryan Reffner is taking another crack
at the ASA Tour and this year will have a brand new
Bac-Kar Chassis at his disposal. Bryan’s nephew
(Colin) plans to race in some Super Late Model
events this year moving up from Sportsman type
cars... Skylar Holzhausen is also hoping to compete in
some ASA Tour events in 2010 along with a number
of Super Late Model specials. 2009 La Crosse
Fairgrounds Speedway champion J. Herbst plans to
defend his title there and will also try some ASA Tour
events this season. Mike Koenecke who raced years
ago is set to return to the sport with backing from
Comedian Larry the Cable Guy. Koenecke will be
racing at La Crosse Fairgrounds in 2010. Dexter
Bean who has dabbled in the top tier of NASCAR
has secured substantial backing and is looking to run
the Big 8 Series in 2010.  Speaking of the ASA
Midwest Tour, television has arrived as 4 events will
be broadcast on Fox Sports Net North and FSN
Wisconsin…The season is almost here, more to
come…
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Rock and Race

Paul Pittman

2010 “Sprint Style”:  A preview of  the upcoming

racing season for the IRA Racing Season

Continued on page 6

When it comes to winged sprint car racing in the
United States, it is no secret that the trend has been
to downscale the powerful racing machines into a
tamer form.  Whether that is in the name of saving
money, staying competitive or whatever, it boils
down to the same thing.  A 350 race motor is still
not as potent as a 410 power plant.  It’s physics and
common sense.  There are, however, a few pockets
of the country left that have the luxury of still
enjoying the 410 sprint racing on a weekly basis.
We are one of the lucky few thanks to the IRA
Outlaw Sprint Series.

Recently, I had the pleasure to speak to Steve
Sinclair, long time and still president of the series
who was recently voted one of the top promoters in
the country (Sinclair tied with Washington’s Steve
Beitler),  for the third time.  After catching up on
business and visiting a little, it came time to answer
questions and here is what Steve had to say about
the upcoming season and what to expect.

“I am extremely excited about this season’s
schedule,” commented Sinclair.  “We have a whole
roster of our regular stars returning again along with
our regular regional hard hitters that should make the
racing as exciting as ever for the fans.”   Sinclair was
referring to the fact that 2-Time and defending
Champion Billy Balog has already expressed his
intentions for returning, as well as former champions
Scotty Neitzel, John Haeni, as well as perennial
contenders Mike Reinke, Steve Meyer, Scott
Biertzer and the list goes on.  The regional “Hard-
Hitters” he referred to were favorites Travis

Whitney, Jerry Richert  Jr, Joe and Joesph Kouba
and Leigh Thomas to name just a few.  “The fans
can look forward to the same great quality field of
cars and drivers and in 2010; we are also starting a
new thing that has come up for the past several
years.  We are going to pick a point in the race and
if the caution does come out after that point, the
lapped cars will go to the rear, leaving the top cars
to battle it out for the win”.   Previously, IRA rules
had lapped cars remain in their position on track
during a caution, separating the leaders from those
further back.   Certainly this new approach will
greatly increase the sense of urgency in IRA
competition.

The IRA has been able to do a great job with its
2010 racing schedule in managing the travel better
than ever.   In this day of making dollars count,
pennies per gallon of fuel add up quickly to teams
racing on a budget.  In addition to the manicured
schedule, Sinclair pointed out several highlights that
he was very pleased with.  First and foremost was,
once again, the return of the Jerry Richert Memorial
in September.  “The Jerry Richert Memorial is
probably the single most richest race on our
schedule, once you factor in the higher purse along
with the Richert’s and their sponsor’s generosity,”
stated Sinclair.    “I can’t say enough about them and
what they all mean to the sport.”   Also on the 2010
schedule is the return trip to Elko Speedway.  The
IRA sprints will take to Elko’s “dirt” once again on
July 23rd and 24th.  “I’m excited about it!” exclaimed
Sinclair.  “They will have the dirt down for two
weeks before we get there so it should be in perfect

condition for us.  I am very much looking forward to
returning to Elko and so appreciative of everything
they have done there to help further racing and us.”
Then there is the “Masters”.  2010 will see the
nationally touring UMP Late Model Series in town
for the 2-day co-sanctioned event on Jun 18th and
19th.  This should invite a top field of the country’s
best late model pilots to the Cedar Lake Speedway,
joining the IRA Outlaw Sprinters for two complete
shows that weekend.

Also dotting the 2010 schedule include visits to the
Eagle Valley Raceway in Jim Falls (WI) on Sunday
July 18th, Rice Lake Speedway on Saturday, August
28th and Deer Creek Speedway in Spring Valley,
MN on June 12th.  Sinclair added:  “We’ve been
able to build a good relationship with the Upper
Midwest Sprintcar Series (UMSS) and really do not
want to run races that might conflict with them and
their season, so we are focusing more in the SE area
of WI again in 2010, except for the bigger races.
And they (UMSS) will benefit from these shows as
well so for a change, we all win”.

The IRA membership is as strong as ever.  Being
one of the largest member driven racing clubs in the
country, the IRA’s membership has its say on things,
and even on the rules.  Some rules changes that will
go into effect this year concern the tires.  Teams
needing info on these rules changes can obtain them
from the IRA’s website at www.irasprints.com.  As

2007 IRA Champion Travis Whitney
Paul Funderburk photo
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Continued from page 5

far as those thinking about obtaining memberships
yet, “That would be in their best interest,”
commented Sinclair.  “Besides the couple of bucks
each week you would save at the pit window, IRA
membership will also give you an additional
$250,000 of insurance coverage over and above the
track’s insurance at an IRA event.”  Other things
that teams can look forward to when competing at
an IRA event include safety and fairness.  For years,
the IRA has prided itself as being one of the premier
touring series and helping to emphasize that fact is
the accompaniment of the Midwest Safety’s TNT
Rescue Team.  You know, the guys in the orange
pumpkin suits as I always affectionately
acknowledged them.   In all seriousness though,
these guys are among the best in the country and the
fact that they go on the tour to each and every IRA
sanctioned event speaks volumes about their
dedication to the sport and its participants.

Distributed Worldwide By

CALL TODAY 1-800-634-9666
Red Wing, MinnesotaM
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  Well there you have it: a brief glimpse of the
upcoming touring season of the IRA sprint cars.  If
you have never seen them, you should at least give
them a try.  You might just be surprised.  Consider
the fact alone that these guys are strapping
themselves into a piece of equipment that is meant to
do one thing and one thing alone.  Go VERY fast on
dirt.  As you can tell from the schedule, there are
several facilities that have woken up and see the
value of the series.  Contrary to what some say out
there, 410 Sprint Racing is not dead.  As a matter of
fact, it is alive and well in the upper Midwest and we
are lucky enough to have it in our backyard.  For a
complete schedule as well as information on the
series rules and membership, please visit their
website at www.irasprints.com.   As for me, a few
more weeks of watching the white stuff start to melt
means racing season is just around the corner.  Can
you smell the methanol yet?

2008 and 2009 IRA Champion - Billy Balog
Stan Meissner photo
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PLYMOUTH
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Proud sponsor of
 Jonny "Hot Rod" Hentges
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Proud sponsor of
Adam Royle

Chad Wehrs is the
owner and founder
of Wehrs Machine in
Bangor, Wisc. Chad
has owned an asphalt
Super Late Model
for the last few years
with Blake Horstman
as the driver. For the
2010 season, Chad
has opted to take a
different route and
run a dirt Late
Model, with his
brother Shane at the
wheel.

For the full audio interview, check out
www.midwestracingtalk.com.

Most folks already know this, but you’ve been
involved with racing pretty much your entire
life, correct?
That’s correct. Started out with our family owning
Dell’s Motor Speedway and ran LaCrosse
Interstate Speedway and started out popping
popcorn and picking up trash afterwards.  When my
dad got out of promoting race tracks, that’s when I
started working on Bart Horstman’s cars. I started
working on the parts and welding stuff together and

things just escalated
from there.

I won’t refer to
your dad as your
old man again, as
I think this may
have gotten me in
a little trouble last
year, but he still
seems to keep up
to speed on racing
at the local and
national levels.
Yeah, he’s still
pretty heavily
involved. He was
just at Speedweeks there in Daytona. He feels like he
was robbed on the weather, but he goes to the races

we go to and watches us with our house car here that
we run out of Wehrs Machine.  He goes to a few
NASCAR races. Not as many as he used to, but he
gets to a lot of races every year. He’s still a big fan.

What lead you to decide to run your team on the
dirt for the 2010 season?
Well Blake Horstman was driving my asphalt cars.
He’s got two young boys and wanted to spend
some time with them, so he wanted to kind of step
back. My brother Shane he raced dirt eight years
ago and wanted to come out of retirement.
Everything just kind of made sense. The timing was
right there, so we figured we would sell all of the

Wehrs Ready for New Challenge
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Blake Horstman at the wheel of the WehrsMachine ride at LaCrosse in 2009
Dan Plan photo

We love racing no matter what it is; asphalt,
dirt, it doesn’t matter. It’s in our blood.

Chad Wehrs

Continued on page 5
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asphalt stuff and go dirt racing and have some fun.

Your brother (Shane) has some experience on the
dirt, when was the last time he raced?
The last car he ran was an A-Mod at Arcadia (Fox
Ridge Speedway) and ran a few USMTS shows
around the area. He ran Super Stocks at Menomonie
and Cedar Lake.

Where do you plan on racing, and how many
shows do you have penciled in?
We’re going to start out with the Deer Creek/
Fountain City thing and just take it from there. He’s
still busy with his BP stores (Lloyd's Speedstop) and
I’m pretty busy with the racing products line at Wehrs
Machine. We’re just going to limp into it and go
where he feel’s comfortable and where I feel
comfortable. It’s kind of a new deal for us. It will be
a learning experience for both of us.

Will your schedule allow you to continue making
Wehrs Machine YouTube videos?
Yeah, we’ve had some request for some new stuff.
We’re actually going to be working on one pretty
soon with our new dirt Late Model aluminum bearing
bird cages that we came out with. Pretty cool design,
new modular design like the steel version for the

Modifieds that we did a year ago. I’m sure you’ll see
some new video’s here pretty soon.

Do you plan on attending any asphalt races this
year, purely from a spectator point of view?
Yeah, I mean I’m still be going to do that stuff too.

Trying to promote Wehrs Machine, sell parts and
keep in touch with those guys, that’s pretty much all
I’ve done for the last ten years is work on asphalt
cars. It’s not like we’re going to boycott. We love
racing no matter what it is; asphalt, dirt, it doesn’t
matter. It’s in our blood.

www.midwestracingtalk.com

Follow us on facebook. Just search for The Midwest Racing Connection.
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Kart and Quarter Midget tire distributor
Bob Snyder

651-455-8589

"TIRES DESIGNED FOR CHAMPIONS"

Cedar Creek Inn
1.5 Miles from Cedar Lake Speedway

Great food and drinks!
Open 365 days a year. 7:30am - 2:00am

1267 County Road H
New Richmond, WI 54017

715-248-7014

B&B Racing EnginesB&B Racing EnginesB&B Racing EnginesB&B Racing EnginesB&B Racing Engines
Appleton, WI

920-739-1550

www.driverherocards.com

Faribault, MN
(507) 334-2664
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In The Drivers SeatIn The Drivers Seat

Have you ever wonder what it would be like going
into your first full season as a late model division
driver?  Have you ever wondered about racing
against those who are multi year champions?  For
many, just thinking about it would cause one to easily
psych themselves out of racing; at least in that
division until gaining a couple more years of racing
experience.  Not so for 21 year old Mikie Briener
from Johnsburg, Illinois.

Mikie, competing in his first full year in NASCAR
Late Model Division at Rockford Speedway, found
himself amongst some of the finest late model stock
car drivers in the Midwest. Let alone to be racing at
Rockford Speedway, one of toughest short tracks in
the nation.  Speaking with Mikie I quickly learned he
approached each practice session and race night with
the highest level of confidence.  You couldn’t
compete with anything less then that he explained.
“You listen what others said, watched lap after lap of
others in your division” he explains; “Having drivers
such as Ricky Bilderback, Jerry Gillie, and Jon
Reynolds Jr. to watch and learn serves as excellent
role models to learn from. Then it was my turn to
prove I could race along side of some of the best.
Week after week I had to prove myself” he
continued.  “It wasn’t easy at all.  Our biggest
problem was holding onto an engine which didn’t blow
up.  Our race team suffered three blown motors.  A
very costly year to say the least,” he said.   “But we
would be there the following week, thanks to the
efforts of my father and friends.”

As the season continued, Mikie was battling for
‘Rookie of the Year’ honors.  “I really didn’t give the
points standings much thought,” he said, while smiling.
“It wasn’t until three weeks remained in the season I
started to watch how every point played out.  I knew
one thing for sure, and that was to battle for every
finishing position.”  In doing so, not only did he pickup

up the honor of ‘Rookie of the Year’ but also finishing
6th overall in seasonal points.  Not too shabby for a
young 21 year old driver.

Briener who started racing Go Karts ten years ago
found much success winning the Sportsman
Championship in South Bend, Indiana his second year
out.  By year 2006 Mikie began racing in the Allison
Legacy division mainly at Rockford Speedway then
onto to Mid-Am where he finish 15th overall in points
in 2008.

When asked about his most embarrassing moment in
his young racing career, he quickly noted how he
started back in the field during his go kart racing days
and how he wanted to win so badly.  By lap 2 he was
breaking into the top ten, before having to drop out of
the race due to a broken gas pedal on his kart.  This
all happened because of me pushing down so hard on
the pedal.  “I really believe I could’ve won that race”,
he proclaimed.

In 2009, Briener started racing Late Model Stock cars
at Rockford Speedway full time and raced his way to
a very respectable 6th place in points.  “I am honored
to have raced with so many outstanding drivers this
season.  Not only were the veterans tough to race
against, but the rookie class was as well.  It seemed
as if everyone raced clean, however what could
happen without question did.  But we hung in despite
our misfortunes with our engine department.”

To date winning ‘Rookie of the Year’ will standout as
his most recent memorable accomplishment.  “I hope
it will help us to attract a few more sponsors for next
race season. We have proven to others we can race
with the best.  Now it is time to race for the
championship.”

  Could it be in year 2010?  Time will tell.

Officially licensed merchandise for

NASCAR

Also featuring items for Hot Rodders and

Motocross
Located in Northtown Mall

225A
Northtown Dr.

Blaine, MN
763-717-4787

www.theracingconnection.com

Story and photo by James L. Ambruoso
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Stan Meissner

The Inside Dirt

Continued on page 134

On April 28, 2004, Craig Dollansky invited members
of the media to the Princeton Speedway to show
them how Outlaw Sprint Cars would perform on the
high banked quarter mile.  The Princeton National
enjoyed a five year run that produced plenty of
controversy and memorable moments.  Craig

Dollansky continues to
promote a successful
World of Outlaws race at
the Clay County
Fairgrounds in Spencer,
Iowa, each September
but the Princeton
National is no longer on
the Outlaw schedule.

Craig Dollanky’s Sprint Car career had humble
beginnings at the Centuria Speedway half mile north
of highway 8 near St. Croix Falls, Wisconsin.
Dollansky recalls that on his first night at the track

he ended up flipping into the parking lot.  The track is
now a quarter mile and the name has been changed to
the Kopellah Speedway.  You can still make out the
outline of the half mile from the exit of the track out
back to the tree line and along the ridge that divides
the backstretch parking from the pits.

Today there is a new generation of Sprint Car drivers
racing at Kopellah and learning from veterans such as
Leigh Thomas and Jerry Richert Jr.  This season the
UMSS will make ten appearances at the Kopellah
Speedway starting on April 23 with the final Kopellah
show taking place on August 28.  Highlights of the
UMSS Kopellah schedule include an alliance with a
600cc Micro Sprint feeder series that will appear on
May 5, June 11, July 2 and August 27.  Kopellah has
become a NASCAR sanctioned track and will be
featuring Vintage Cars on the nights that UMSS
Sprint Cars aren’t part of the lineup.  In an effort to
speed up the shows two classes that were struggling
to draw full fields, the Modifieds and Super Stocks,
were dropped from the program.  The Midwest
Modifieds will be Kopellah’s NASCAR Feature
Division.

My first column appeared in Minnesota’s Racing
Connection on May 6, 1999.  In that first article I
made the statement that “Sprint Cars are the slam
dunk of auto racing, nothing fancy, just stand on the
pedal and go.”  The first race I covered was an
IMCA show at the Arlington Raceway that took
place on May 1, 1999.  I wrote about Arlington being
the only weekly Sprint Car program near the Twin
Cities and Bob Allen’s dedication to promoting the
Sprints.  My first year with MRC in 1999 coincided
with the demise of weekly Sprint Car racing at the
Cedar Lake Speedway.  Since that time the car
owners and drivers that ran weekly at CLS have
moved onto other sanctions, retired from the sport or
continued to race at as much as possible.  Some had

based their entire racing operation around the short
tracks that dominate our area thus further limiting
their opportunities to race.

During the years since the end of the Cedar Lake
weekly show and WISSOTA sanctioning of the
Sprints I often wondered if there was a way to unite
these displaced teams with the IMCA cars.  It
never made sense to me that there should be 360
Sprint Cars sitting in garages around the Twin Cities
area not availing themselves of an opportunity to
race.  Arguments I heard against the IMCA
centered around their head claim rule, spec tire and
purse structure.  As with any racing argument when
I dug a little deeper I discovered a lot of half truths
and assumptions as well as some legitimate
concerns.  This season Bob Allen of the IMCA and
Ron Bernhagen of the UMSS have reached an
agreement wherein the IMCA head claim will be
discontinued and the UMSS will run under IMCA
sanctioning.  The clubs will be running joint shows at
Elko and Arlington in addition to their regularly
scheduled races at Arlington, Kopellah, North
Central and Ogilvie.  I sincerely hope that everyone
involved in Sprint Car racing will wake up and
realize that this could be our last chance to grow the
sport around the Twin Cities area and support this
new arrangement.  I understand that no sanctioning
body, promoter, track or race driver is perfect and
racing is an emotion charged sport that requires a
huge investment of time and money.  It’s no wonder
that racing has produced controversy and split up
friends and families since the days of wire wheels
and leather helmets but I think it’s time to put
personal interests aside.  As Mr. Spock of Star Trek
fame used to say “sometimes the needs of the many
outweigh the needs of the few.”

If you have been reading my column regularly you
know that I have covered of all types of racing for
the past eleven seasons and you’re probably
wondering “why only Sprint Cars this year?”  Sprint
Car racing has become akin to a red headed
stepchild in our area but if you’ve been reading my
piece long enough you know it wasn’t always that
way.  This area has a rich history of open wheel
racing dating back to the early 1900’s and you can
read more about our racing heritage in the history
section of gotomn.com.  During the five year run of
the Cedar Lake weekly Sprint program we saw
some of the best talent there is in Sprint Car racing
on a weekly basis.  Who can forget the black #15
from Minot that raced there on many a Saturday
night?  Donnie Schatz has gone on to become one of
the most successful drivers in the history of the
sport.  Travis Whitney got his start at Cedar Lake in
1994 and went on to great success with the IRA.
Jim Bruggeman had already put up stellar numbers
in the Late Models by the time he began racing
Sprints at CLS where he had some great runs in the
winged cars.  USAC legend Roger Rager came out
of retirement to begin a successful second career at

Donny Shatz in action at Cedar Lake
Stan Meissner photo
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Cedar Lake behind the wheel of Chuck Preifer’s
Justice Brothers sponsored #80.  Kent Winters was a
fan favorite at CLS and his son Scott has followed in
his father’s
footsteps.
One would
hardly think
of our area
as a hotbed
of Sprint
Car racing
compared
to places
like Indiana,
Pennsylvania
and Ohio but we’ve made an impact on the sport on a
national level.  The Twin Cities area is currently the
home to the owner of the R19 World of Outlaws
Sprint Car, a three time Australian WSS champion,
the legendary voice of the World of Outlaws as well
as one of the top drivers in the WoO series.  Not bad
representation considering that the three closest
weekly 410 tracks are all five hours away.

Besides Sprints being my favorite class my
enthusiasm for the 2010 season is partially born out of
economic necessity.  In 1999 I covered a total of 32
races, 14 of those being Sprint Car races, and
traveled an average of 272 miles per Sprint Car race.
Since then my mileage per Sprint Car race ratio has
steadily decreased each season while the total
number of races has increased.  This season I have
35 Sprint Car races on my schedule that will require
an average drive of 112 miles per night of racing.  In
1999 there were two Sprint Car races that took place
within an hour of home and this year there will be
twenty four within that radius.  This year I estimate

my total mileage to come in somewhere around 3000
so I think you can see why I’m encouraged by this
trend.  To put it another way, 1999’s average of 272
miles per show works out to over four hours drive
time for each night of racing.  In 2010 I’ll spend a
more reasonable hour and a half per night average
behind the wheel.  All we Sprint Car fans want is to
be able to do what every other dirt track fan takes for
granted, attend our favorite type of racing each week
at our local tracks with a minimum of travel.  I don’t
think I have to explain what has happened to travel
expenses since I began writing for MRC in 1999
when gas prices averaged below $1 per gallon.
Sprint Car fans around the Twin Cities were
beginning to feel like they were in a long distance
romance so more races close to home is indeed a
welcome change.  Judging by the large crowds I’m
seeing at all the local Sprint Car races I’m not the
only one hungry for more of this type of racing.

Big shows such as the Knoxville Nationals
notwithstanding the real backbone of Sprint Car
racing is the weekly program at your local track.
Weekly shows give racers a place to race, increase
fan interest in Sprints and attract new competitors
from other divisions.  With this in mind the UMSS
organizers hope to provide great racing for the fans as
well as a place for aspiring Sprint Car racers to get
their start.  2009 saw Lou Kennedy Jr. win the
UMSS sanctioned Billy Anderson Memorial.  Lou
started 2010 competing in the Winter Nationals at
East Bay Raceway where he finished 2nd to winner
Tim Shaffer on preliminary night and seventh on the
second night of the three day program against some
of the toughest racers in the country.  Lou is just one
example of the caliber of competition that drops in to
compete with the UMSS.  I look for more visiting
talent this season as well as some newcomers to
Sprint Car racing including Andy Jones from the
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Modified ranks, Ron Erickson who is a nephew of
Jerry Richert Jr. and former Midwest Modified driver
Chad Patterson.

Racing has picked up the pace in warmer climates
since the last installment of MRC online.  So far this
season Craig Dollansky has won in All Star
competition and Brooke Tatnell captured his third
consecutive WSS title.  Donnie Schatz and the
ageless Steve Kinser both started out their World of
Outlaws seasons with Florida wins.  Jason Meyers
won last night (February 26) in Las Vegas in what is
being touted as a classic thriller.

And now a reader quiz.  What did Tony Stewart do
that you can do too?  Answer, Stewart became a
member of the Minnesota Dirt Track Racing Website
group on Facebook.  To join the group you can follow
the “Find us on Facebook” link from the gotomn.com
main page.  If you’re a Facebook member already all
it takes is one click to join the group.  I will be using
the Facebook group to announce updates to
gotomn.com and midwestracingtalk.com and other
items of interest as they occur.

Geese are flying north, the first Robins have returned
to Forest Lake, and average temps are creeping
upward.  All are sure signs that spring is in the air.
We’ll see you at the races soon!
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by Jordan Bianchi

The Racing Geek

Winning The Great American Race changes a
driver’s career forever. It’s the equivalent of winning
The Masters in golf or Wimbledon in tennis. It
changes how people view you.

There’s no better example of this than Derrike Cope.

The average person on the street may not know who
Derrike Cope is, but to race fans Cope’s name will
forever be etched in their memories. Why would a
journeyman driver, who hasn’t won a race since 1990,
be recognizable to the large majority of NASCAR
fans out there? It’s simple. In 1990, Cope pulled off
the upsets of upsets and in stunning fashion won the
1990 Daytona 500.

This means that Cope, who never did anything before
his win, and really never did anything after his win,
will forever be a member of an illustrious group that
includes all the greats of the sport. Names such as
Petty, Pearson, Gordon, Earnhardt, Waltrip (Darrell
not Michael), Allison, Johnson (both Junior and

Jimmie), Jarrett, and Yarborough all have won the
most prestigious race in NASCAR.

With his Daytona 500 win Sunday, Jamie McMurray
is now the latest member of an exclusive club. He will
no longer be known as the driver who failed to live up
to the promise he showed early in his career. He will
eternally be known as Jamie McMurray, 2010
Daytona 500 Champion.

“I can tell you when you listen to guys that have won
the Daytona 500 before and they introduce them as
the Daytona 500 champion, I really look forward to
that part,” McMurray said Tuesday. “That’s exciting.
It’s an honor to get to be in that club or environment
with those other drivers.”

But there’s another lesson here as well. Winning the
500 doesn’t guarantee that a driver is going to
become a legend. And it certainly doesn’t ensure that

you’re going to have
a great year. In fact
if you look at the
recent history of 500
winners, it’s almost
the complete
opposite.

In the last two years
alone, both the
winner and the driver
who finished in
second have failed to
make the Chase for
the Championship.
Looking back further,
before this year, only
four times out of the
previous 10 races,
has a driver gone on

to finish the year inside the top-10 in points. And in
that same span, only once has a driver gone on to win
the championship (Jimmie Johnson, 2006).

These facts don’t concern McMurray. In fact, he
feels quite the opposite about these statistics.

“That is the media and their stat guy going to work. I
don’t really put any thought into basing on who won
the previous Daytona 500s ‘cause I think that’s kind
of irrelevant to the rest of your season.”

“Certainly going and running well at Fontana is the
goal from here on out. As far as putting any thought
into what the previous three guys have done, I’m not
really paying any attention to that kind of stuff.”

But maybe he should be concerned.

Simply because you’ve joined an elite fraternity,
doesn’t ensure your legacy years down the road
beyond being known as a winner of the Daytona 500.
There’s more to it than that. Just ask Michael Waltrip,
or Ward Burton, or Ernie Irvan.

Yeah, people still know who Derrike Cope is because
of his win. And yes, his win has allowed him to keep
racing long past the point that other drivers like him
would have been shuffled out of the sport. But
beyond that, Cope’s career has been essentially
nothing and his 500 trophy is still lonely.

The onus is now on Jamie McMurray to make sure
that his Daytona 500 win doesn’t define his career.
That years from now, his 500 victory was only the
start to a great career that finally lived up to its earlier
promise.

Rusty Jarrett/Getty Images for NASCAR

Todd Warshaw/Getty Images for NASCAR



Page 15 March, 2010

Photo Gallery

Wisconsin racer Jason Schill at Volusia County Speedway Daytona 500 winner, Jamie McMurray, leads the group for practice

Dirt Car Big Block Modified winner, Stewart FriesenShannon Babb in victory lane during Speedweeks

Austin Dillion and Richard Childress at Volusia Speedway Junior Nation had reason to make some noise during Speedweeks
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Photo Gallery

Kasey Kahne prepares to qualify

Smoke ready to roll at Daytona

Florida Pro-Trucks at New Smyrna Speedway
Joe Gibbs photo

Ted Christopher during the World Series at Speedweeks
Joe Gibbs photo

Late Models lined up and ready for action
Joe Gibbs photo


