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Publisher's Note
Racing According
to Plan

Dan Plan
No, I’m not talking about the political bias that is
taking place in our country. I’m talking about bias ply tires
in NASCAR racing. With the pandemic the entire world is
currently dealing with, FOX aired the 1986 Cup race from
Richmond on the weekend the Homestead Cup race was

We need mor
e bias
more
in racing
scheduled to take place. Even though I knew the outcome of
the race, I watched it. It was so good, I even watched it
again a second time the following day.
We are constantly seeing changes in the current
configuration of Cup cars. Especially when it comes to
motors, suspensions, bodies, etc. One of the things that
never seems to come up is returning to a bias ply tire. If you
watched the 1986 Richmond race, and Dale Sr. in particular,
they were throwing these beasts around the old half-mile in
Richmond. Dropping the left side tires off in the dirt, sliding
sideways, smoking the tires off the corner and just generally
entertaining. Even Ol’ DW was wheelin’ it like a mad man in
this race. I truly believe this was due to the bias ply tires
they were running 30+ years ago versus how different the
cars are now.
You rarely see racing at the Cup level like this
anymore. When they first started using radial tires, I can
remember the drivers saying they weren’t as forgiving.
There was a fine line between driving loose and spinning
out. They’ve made the radials better in the last 30 years, but
it’s still nothing like the bias ply days.
Sure, there are more cars on the lead lap at the end of
the race these days when compared to the 1986 Richmond
race, but who cares if half of the field is on the lead lap if
they are just in single file going in circles lap after lap. I say
bring back the bias ply tire.
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Dean
& Jason
Talkin' Racin'

Jason Searcy
It takes a different breed of race car driver to
strap into a stock car with no window net and compete
for a trophy risking a dangerous T-bone collision on
every lap. It’s someone who lives on the edge and
isn’t afraid to take chances. I’m talking about Figure 8
drivers, and one of the most successful ones in Minnesota Racing History has the added bonus of having the
perfect nickname. Clark “the Animal” Shingledecker
from Maple Grove (MN) who raced mainly at Raceway Park in Shakopee (MN) from 1977-2004. Nobody
knows exactly how many wins he had, but let’s just
say it’s easily in the triple digits.
Clark was a crowd favorite and known for his
aggressive style, “I wasn’t afraid to use the chrome
horn,” said Shingledecker “I got black flagged a lot,”

he said with his distinctive laugh. He gave the Raceway fans those heart stopping moments when it looked
as though cars were going to collide, but somehow,
they didn’t, “it came from being a little crazy and not
stopping in the X” said Shingledecker. He was also
known as a charitable driver; he gave away nearly all
of his feature winning trophies to kids in the stands.
Clark won his only Championship in 1989 but that was
not the most memorable thing he did that year; he was
also married at Raceway Park in front of the entire
crowd to his sweetheart Sue who famously rode up on
the back of a Corvette. Shingledecker raced in the
Fig-8 division his entire career, he tried racing Late
Models one year in the 1980’s but it didn’t suit him
“I’m a low budget racer,” he said. Shingledecker could
save a lot of money by doing his own motors and do
his own wrenching on the car. “You could actually
make money sometimes in the Fig-8’s, sometimes on a
good night I would take home more
money than the Late Model guys,”
he said.
Surprisingly enough Clark did
not get his awesome Knick-name
from racing, it came from when he
was a Tow-Truck driver for
Plymouth Automotive, it was a
Plymouth cop who called him “the
Animal,” and that name just stuck.
Clark raced 27 years before retiring
in 2004, “It got a little too expensive
and it was starting to hurt a little
more,” said Shingledecker. Even
after retirement you couldn’t keep
“the Animal” away from the track,
you would see him occasionally at
Elko Speedway Eve of Destruction
events doing, of course, Figure 8
School bus racing. “Todd Wilson
asked me if I wanted to race a bus,
so I did,” said Clark. In four years
doing school bus races he never
flipped over until June of 2019, his
bus flipped hard and Clark sus-

tained some cracked ribs and a broken collarbone
causing him to be out of work for a spell, but his bad
luck did not end there. We were all happy to see him
in good spirits at Oktoberfest in LaCrosse (WI) but a
couple weeks later he collapsed while at his home with
a brain aneurysm, he was transported to the hospital
and then later suffered a massive stroke. “I don’t
remember one minute of being in the hospital,” said
Clark, he spent over three months in recovery before
being allowed home and racking up over $700,000 in
medical bills.
Some say it is a miracle that he woke up at all, “I
feel pretty much OK now, just don’t have any energy,” he said. Ellen Wolff has helped organize an
annual Raceway park reunion type party in the Spring,
last month it was held at Turtles bar in Shakopee
(MN) and now they have added a charity component
with some raffle type drawings and money going
towards Adam Brachles’ Youth Impact Racing
organization and this year a free-will donation for
Clark Shingledecker that raised another $950. “It was
awesome, I want to thank everybody,” said Clark. A
GoFundMe page was also set up to help, just search
Clark Shingledecker in GoFundMe.com and the page
will appear, anything helps. The future is bright for
“the Animal,” he wants to get back to his other hobby,
playing the drums.
He only raced mainly at Raceway Park on
Sunday nights over the years because the other
weekend nights he was busy keeping the beat for the
Dick Macko band playing Big Band and Polka type
music, Dick was inducted into the Minnesota Music
hall of fame in 2009. Clark is hoping to get back to
playing very soon with the highly popular Bill Koncar
polka band. When this virus goes away and life gets
back to normal you can expect to see Clark back
behind the drum set again and also back at the race
track, but this time watching the races with his Ole’
Fig8 friends at the Raceway Deck between corners 3
and 4 at Elko Speedway this summer. Stop by and get
a selfie with “the Animal,” you’ll be glad you did.
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Dangerous Dan

Dan Margetta
A few weeks ago, I boarded a plane in
Phoenix after spending a week attending Spring
Training baseball games and NASCAR races, ready
to head home and begin the much-anticipated local
racing season. By the time the plane landed in Milwaukee, the world outside changed drastically as this
whole Coronavirus situation began to ramp up. Suddenly, the racing season as well as just about any other
fun public event was put on hold for the time being and
while I am quite confident, we all will be racing at
some time this year, for now life in general has ground
to a halt.
While every other major sport has sat silent
with fans relegated to watching replays of past games,
racers, being the always determined bunch they are,
found a way to stay connected with fans through the
virtual world of iRacing. From national series such as
NASCAR, Indycar, and Formula 1 to short track
series like the World of Outlaws Sprint Cars and super
late models, it seems all forms of racing have banded

Stay connected and motivated
together to come up with weekly iRacing events to
compete in. NASCAR was the first series to go all in
and get a majority of their drivers to agree to compete
in a virtual race at Homestead complete with national
television coverage from Fox Sports. The behind the
scenes work that had to be completed in such a short
time had to be enormous from getting simulators to the
drivers, to setting up the internet connections and
communications between them, to syncing it all with
announcers for a live broadcast.
I’ll be the first to admit, I really didn’t put
much thought into iRacing events that have been live
streamed in the past as I really didn’t think it would
compare with the real product. But with literally
nothing else to do or watch, I as well as many others
tuned in to the first Homestead race and was pleasantly surprised. For two hours that day, I didn’t think
one minute about the virus and the barrage of negative
news that goes along with it and it was refreshing to
watch an actual live sporting event (even though it
wasn’t real). The laid-back style of the announcers as
well as the in-race reporting from Clint Bowyer and
the live Tweets from the other drivers made for a fun
afternoon that provided the perfect medicine as we all
combat this virus. It won’t ever take the place of the
real thing, but iRacing has really helped to bridge the
gap for all of us fans as we wait for the day, we will
be able to get back to the track. No other sport can
match the realistic value that comes with virtual racing
and once this epidemic is over, this time in the spotlight
could bring new younger fans to the sport.
We all know it isn’t real and years from now
we will probably laugh about it, but these virtual events
also reinforce the special connection between race
drivers and fans. You don’t see athletes of other
sports gathering in such large numbers virtually to
interact with each other and fans to put on an entertaining event all in the name of fun. It’s pretty much
the same concept with the real product if you think

about it. We all gather at a racetrack, watch or drive
cars that go in circles, then hang out to socialize
afterwards to have fun and escape life for a while. For
most of us it’s a needed distraction from the real world
and when that has been taken away, we realize just
how much we miss it. We should appreciate that we
have so many creative and determined people in our
sport that will go to such lengths to get together and
race in the best way possible given the circumstances.
It’s important for race fans to stay connected
and motivated during this hopefully brief hiatus and
besides iRacing, local tracks should consider utilizing
their social media pages to highlight past events.
Slinger Speedway has asked me to find past video
highlights to upload to their Facebook page for Watch
Parties as a way to help fans get through this quarantine. I think it’s a pretty good idea and other short
tracks should consider doing something similar. It’s a
good way to keep fans engaged while we wait this
out. I’m quite confident this quarantine isn’t going to
last forever, and we are all going to be racing at some
point this season. Until that time, we will have to make
the best of it and things like iRacing and past video
highlights can help us get through it. Hang in there, and
we will see everyone at the track sooner than later.
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Auto Racing Facts,
Observances and
Opinions

Dale P. Danielski
With the media trying to single handedly put a
stop to everything in this Country I, as a media person
will contribute a tidbit or two, except it will be rational
and about something fun, racing!
Not that there is a whole lot we can talk about in
the racing World as events continue at the very least
to be pushed forward or worse case, cancelled
entirely. I guess we should be happy we caught some
racing in Fla., as in best case scenario, it’s going to be
weeks and perhaps months before anything around our

neck of the woods gets into high gear. Once it does it
will be like going into overdrive!
Of course, with my affiliation with the Central
Wisconsin Racing Association I must mention the
group is still planning to complete a full season of
racing. With the scheduled kick-off at Marshfield
Motor Speedway, Marshfield, WI., May 9th, we do
have a little time to work with. Highlight of the 12-race
schedule for CWRA will be the first ever Larry
Wehrs honoring race at La Crosse Fairgrounds
Speedway, West Salem, WI., Wednesday, July 15th,
during the Fair. Yes, Larry is very much alive, and in
appreciation for all he did through the years promoting
the sport, an event is now named in his honor. Generally, I don’t use this platform for sponsor endorsements, but this is a truly special event and warrants the
exception. The Wehrs family is supporting the event in
a big way as many with businesses of their own are
behind the effort. Those folks are: Wehrs Machine &
Racing Products, Bangor, WI., Lloyd’s Speed Stop,
West Salem, WI., Lloyd’s I-90 Truck & Equipment,
West Salem, WI., The
Likelee Spot, Bangor,
WI., Ultra Force Machines by Wehrs Machine, Bangor, WI.,
Scorezit, Bangor, WI.,
and Wyatt Bicycles,
Bangor., WI. A CWRA
event at La Crosse
Fairgrounds for the first
time in many moons, and
it’s looking like it could
turn into something huge.
Besides all the Wehrs
family involvement,
Bentley Trucking, of Iron

Dale’s pics from the past. 1983 Jim Weber wins at Capital Super
Speedway, Oregon, WI. (below left) Jim Weber vintage 1993 (above
right) Jim Weber with long time sponsor Mayer Insurance (below right )

River, MI., competitor Putch Bentley, will also back
the event. Others may come on board for this marquee race and are encouraged to do so.
Normally around now we’d be looking at any
number of April opening season events, but at this
point racing has been put on hold. In my discussions
with tracks, I hear absolutely no one saying they won’t
be racing this season. All are hoping it will at worst be
delayed a bit.
Here and there...Just heard of the passing of
longtime Minnesota and Wisconsin racer Jim Weber.
Weber ended up having a very successful career in
racing with ARTGO Championships in 1992 and 1993
and a Red, White and Blue State Championship in

Racing Observances continued
on page 9
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Racing Observances from page 8

1991 at Wisconsin International Raceway, Kaukauna, WI., his
biggest accomplishments. Weber started his career in Minnesota
residing in the Twin Cities area. He definitely had that Big City
edge to him and carried some of that to Wisconsin where he
enjoyed his greatest success. To say Jim Weber was a character
is putting it mildly, and we’ll leave it at that!
Looking back in time, on July 23rd, 1993, it was Jim Weber
taking first in the ARTGO 100 at Kalamazoo Speedway,
Kalamazoo, MI. Following Weber to the stripe were Butch
Miller, Joe Shear, Dennis Lampman, Scott Hansen and Steve
Carlson, the top 6. On September 18th, 1993, it was Jim Weber
winning the ARTGO race at Wis. International Raceway,
Kaukauna, WI. Following Weber after 50 laps were Bryan
Reffner, Rick Beebe, Joe Shear, Steve Carlson and J. R.
Roahrig. On April 6th, 1992, it was Jim Weber winning the
ARTGO Spring Classic 150 at Rockford, IL., Speedway.
Following Weber at the finish was Larry Schuler, Steve Carlson,
Steve Holzhausen, Tony Strupp and Matt Kenseth. Looking back
on April 25th, 1992 it was Jim Weber winning the ARTGO
Cabin Fever 100 at Grundy County Speedway, Morris, IL.
Weber out-paced Rich Bickle, Jr., Larry Schuler, Steve Carlson,
Bob Brownell and Matt Kenseth at the checkered flag.
In the quote of the Column department, “I’m not in panic
mode yet, this all could pass hopefully sooner than we think”
Wayne Brevik, Marshfield Motor Speedway.
Questions, comments, opinions and other information
welcome at Starmaker Multimedia 701 Indiana Avenue, Stevens
Point, WI. 54481 715-344-9072 608-518-2478 or at
dale@starmakermultimedia.com

What seems so long ago now, the Will Cagle #24 at
Florida Reunion. Actual car he raced back in the day.

SAT, MAY 16 (2 PM) Q SPRING FLING SEASON OPENER: LATE MODELS (TWIN 20 FEATURE),
SPORTSMEN, HOBBY STOCKS AND HORNETS.
SAT, MAY 23 (2 PM) Q LATE MODELS, SPORTSMEN, HOBBY STOCKS AND STREET STOCKS.
SAT, MAY 30 (2 PM) Q LATE MODELS, SPORTSMEN, HOBBIES, HORNETS AND MINI VANS.
BUCK NIGHT- ALL CONCESSION ITEMS $1, BEER $2.
SAT, JUNE 6 (7:30) Q LATE MODELS, SPORTSMEN, HOBBY STOCKS AND STREET STOCKS.
SAT, JUNE 13 (7:30) Q LATE MODELS, SPORTSMEN, HOBBY STOCKS, HORNETS AND JUNIORS
SAT, JUNE 20 (7:30) Q TWIN 20 LATE MODEL FEATURES, SPORTSMEN, HOBBY STOCKS,
HORNETS, VANS AND FAN PHOTO NIGHT
SAT, JUNE 27 (7:30) Q SMASH O RAMA FEATURING A ATV AERIAL DISPLAY, BOAT RACE,
MONSTER TRUCKS FIREWORKS AND MORE.
THUR, JULY 2 (7:30) Q STAR SPANGLE SPECTACULAR - TWIN 20 LATE MODELS FEATURES,
SPORTSMEN, HOBBY STOCKS JUNIORS AND FIREWORKS
SAT, JULY 11 (7:30) Q QUARTER MILE MANIA - HORNETS, STREET STOCKS, VANS,
CONTACT DRAGS AND DEMO DERBY
WED. JULY 15

???????

THU, JULY 16

FAIR TIME DRIVE IN THEATER (INSIDE THE RACE TRACK).

SAT, JULY 18 (7:30) Q TWIN 20 LATE MODEL FEATURE, SPORTSMEN, HOBBY STOCKS,
MINI VANS AND VINTAGE CARS
SAT, JULY 25 (7:30) Q LATE MODELS, SPORTSMEN, HOBBY STOCKS, HORNETS, AND JUNIORS.
SAT, AUG 1

(7:30) Q LATE MODELS, SPORTSMEN, HOBBY STOCKS, HORNETS AND
TRAILER RACE OF DESTRUCTION

SAT, AUG. 8

(7:30) Q LATE MODELS, SPORTSMEN, HOBBY STOCKS, STREET STOCKS
AND JUNIORS. PLUS: BUCK NIGHT CONCESSION ITEMS $1, BEER $2

SAT, AUG. 15 (7:30) Q TWIN 20 LATE MODEL FEATURES, SPORTSMEN, HORNETS AND VANS.
FRI & SAT AUG. 21/ 22—(TBA) CONCERT
SAT, SEPT. 5

200 LAP ENDURO, MINI VANS, HIGH SCHOOL RACING ASSOCIATION
REGION EVENT.

SAT, SEPT. 12 (7PM) Q NIGHT OF DESTRUCTION - ATV AERIAL DISPLAY, JET CAR,
MONSTER TRUCKS, TRAILER RACE, JET CAR, FIREWORKS AND MORE.

THURS, FRI, SAT & SUN OCT. 8, 9, 10 & 11
51ST ANNUAL OKTOBERFEST RACE WEEKEND
FEATURING 18 DIVISIONS OF THE FINEST IN MIDWEST RACING.
CAMPING, PARTIES, ACTIVITIES.
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Remembering Jim Weber
By Stan Kalwasinski
Former two-time ARTGO Challenge Series late
model champion Jim Weber passed away on March
16. Weber, who had been suffering from cancer in
recent years, was 78.
A general building contractor by trade, Weber
was the champion of John McKarns’ late model tour
two consecutive years – 1992 and 1993 and won a
career total of 12 ARTGO victories, ranking him 10th
on the career winners list behind all-time winner Dick
Trickle’s 68.
Hailing from Roseville during most of his racing
career, Weber won his first ARTGO main event at
Wisconsin’s Dells Motor Speedway on August 31,
1991.
Weber started racing around 1969 when he
bought a 1955 Chevy, installed a roll bar, painted it
and competed in a local track’s hobby stock division.
He won the feature race his first night and came
home with $35. Weber moved from the hobby stock
class to the sportsman ranks and was the local
champion in 1971 and 1972. He was a dominate
winner in a three-track circuit that consisted of
Minnesota raceways – Twin City Speedway, Elko
Speedway and Raceway Park in Shakopee, wheeling
a ’57 Chevy powered by a Buick engine. Weber was
an eight-time track champion in the Twin Cities
between 1969 and 1977. Later in the 1970s – around
1975, Weber moved into the late model ranks at the
local speedways.

Minnesota as the weekly late model action featured
drivers like Dan Prziborowski, John Boegeman, Bruce
Sparrman, Mark Lamoreaux and Bob Jusola to name
a few.
Colorful and sometimes outspoken, Weber
began to travel to and win at Wisconsin tracks,
including Wisconsin International Raceway (WIR) in
Kaukauna. He captured the track’s “Red, White and
Blue” State Championship in 1991 and was crowned
the WIR late model track champion in 1992. Pretty
much living a vagabond life as he traveled from track
to track, he seldom got back to his home in Minnesota
and worked his contracting business in the winter
months.
Weber made his first appearance on the
ARTGO circuit in 1979, finishing 100th in the points!
He moved into the “top 10” in the ARTGO standings
for the first time in 1983, finishing 10th. His 1992
ARTGO championship season saw Weber capture the
first two ARTGO headliners of the season, winning at
the Rockford Speedway and Grundy County Speedway in Illinois. Weber used his Lefthander Chassis,
John J. Mayer Insurance/B&B Racing Enginessponsored, Oldsmobile Cutlass to win his first ARTGO
title.
Jim Weber poses for the camera at an ARTGO
Challenge Series event in 1983.
(Stan Kalwasinski Photo)

Stan Kalwasinski Photo
Weber, who made a number of starts in
American Speed Association (ASA) competition,
had the distinction of making a record 191 consecutive ARTGO feature starts and another 22 starts
after the series became known as the NASCAR
RE/MAX Series after the 1997 season. Weber’s
racing career pretty much came to a close after
1999.

Thinking about his early late model experience,
Weber once said, “The Wisconsin boys dominated
back then because they raced five nights a week and
had so much competition. When any Minnesota racer
went across the (Mississippi) river, he was damn
lucky to make the show. He just got taught a lesson.”
The late model competition was tough too in
Jim Weber in victory circle after winning an
ARTGO late model series race at Illinois’ Grundy
County Speedway on April 25, 1992.
(Bob Elman Photo)

Jim Weber poses for the camera at an ARTGO
Challenge Series event in 1983.
(Stan Kalwasinski Photo)

Stan Kalwasinski Photo
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Quarantined with a Crew Chief

Racing Nuggets

PJN: *whacks Toby in the belly
TN: What was that for?!
PJN: You’re right. Your reflexes are pretty
slow.
TN: Whatever.
PJN: Kind of crazy that some of these guys
have actual paying sponsorships for iRacing.
TN: Yeah, but it is being televised nationally, so
that makes sense.
PJN: True. Landon Cassill has “Blue Emu.”
TN: …and it won’t make you stink.
PJN: You’re obviously familiar with their

PJ "Jacklyn" Nuttleman

My husband, Toby Nuttleman is climbing the
walls with this whole COVID-19 (coronavirus)
situation. I haven’t been able to interact with many
people, other than him—so this is what you get for
my column this month. I’ll have to work on a plan
for next month, if this situation continues.
PJ Nuttleman: We just finished watching the
NASCAR Pro-Invitational Series iRace from Texas.
Ty was doing pretty solid after starting at the back of
the field, and was up in the top five. He was busted
speeding on pit road, so he got a lap down, and then
was collected when Greg Biffle and Clint Bowyer
tangled. You looked just as intense watching this race
on TV as you have with any of Ty’s other races.
What goes on in your head as you’re watching?
Toby Nuttleman: He has excellent car control.
I’m trying to think about what he might be thinking
while he’s driving. What he’s feeling in the car and
what adjustments he’s going to need or want.
PJN: What do you think of the iRacing that
NASCAR has been doing?
TN: Kind of cool. That they have all of these
racers basically donating their time to put on a show
for race fans. There’s no other sport that can bring
something like this to fans, so it’s kind of a proud
moment for the race community on the national level.
PJN: Would you ever do iRacing?
TN: No. I’m not a racer.
PJN: But it’s not like you’d have to repair a car
if you wrecked it.
TN: I’m not a racer. It takes reflexes, focus…
PJN: You have focus.
TN: Not for that. That’s what makes those
iRacers so good. They are laser focused and their
reflexes are incredible.

marketing campaign. What product would be your
sponsor, if crew chiefs had sponsorships?
TN: Excedrin. I get a lot of headaches.
PJN: Get or give?
TN: *snorts* Funny. Not.
PJN: I already know the answer because I live
with you, but how bad of an itch are you getting to
work with cars on a track in the Midwest?
TN: Pretty bad. Hopefully it happens soon.
PJN: What race do you think will be the first
one to fire off?
TN: Hopefully, the ARCA Midwest Tour’s Joe
Shear Classic at Madison in May. But depending upon
what happens with this coronavirus, we may not be
racing until June. That might mean the Midwest Tour
at the Milwaukee Mile could be the first one. I hope
we don’t have to wait that long though.
PJN: I hope we don’t have to wait that long
either. You’ll be completely unbearable.

TN: Are you writing that in there?
PJN: Yes.
TN: That’s mean.
PJN: What race are you most looking forward
to this year?
TN: All of them. I just want to race.
PJN: You don’t have one race that you have
circled in red on the calendar? Seriously?!
TN: The Snowball Derby. I got the car fixed
from last year and it’s going to sit there until December; shocks—everything. It’s just going to sit there.
PJN: Are you superstitious or what?
TN: We don’t need it and we know how good it
was.
PJN: Why don’t you need that car until December?
TN: There are some different things rules-wise
that make the car sort of set for the Snowball Derby,
like the fuel cell. I just don’t want to take any chances
on something getting tweaked on that car. We know
what we have and it’s good.
PJN: What’s different about the fuel cell for the
Snowball Derby?
TN: The fuel cell height is different and this car
is designed to have it in compliance for that rule. The
Midwest Tour had changed their rules to be in-line
with that, but then they changed them back—so that’s
why this car IS our Snowball Derby car.
PJN: If you weren’t a crew chief, working on
race cars, what would you be doing?
TN: Good question. I never really thought about
it.
PJN: Think about it. I’ll wait.
TN: Probably farming. Not so much the animal
side, but the crop stuff. Combines are freaking cool.
PJN: What makes combines freaking cool?
TN: There’s a lot going on with them. It’s a big
machine. I like that.
PJN: Not much money in farming.
TN: Not much money in racing either.
PJN: Solid point. But it’s not like you can race
combines.
TN: We could, if this coronavirus thing continues.
PJN: Lord help us.

Page 13

April 2020

April 2020

Page 14

Page 15

April 2020

New Dirt

T he c
halleng
e after this is o
ver
challeng
hallenge
ov

Jacy Norgaard
I had just boarded the plane heading for Grand
Rapids, Michigan for another round of AMSOIL
Championship SnoCross when I received a text from
my friend that Minnesota was limiting public events to
no more than 250 events as a result of the ongoing
COVID 19 pandemic. I thought to myself that I’m
glad we’re in Michigan and not Minnesota. I was
greatly looking forward to another weekend of shooting photos of SnoCross and hanging out with the
friends I had made throughout the season. I landed in
Michigan around 12:30 on Thursday and met up with a
photography friend who is from New York. We went
out with some other SnoCross people for dinner and
tried our best to enjoy ourselves and not worry about
Covid-19. Sure, the NBA and NHL were postponed,

Jacy Norgaard photo
NASCAR was holding races without fans, but that’s
major league stuff. Surely this virus wasn’t going to
affect our series and our event. The next morning, we
made our way to Cannonsburg Ski Area for the
weekend event. I parked and started bringing all my
gear down the hill and into the chalet. I chatted with
my friend Alex who works for ISOC and prepared
myself and equipment for a day of shooting. I had just
gotten geared up in another room when Alex called
my name and I walked over to his computer. They had
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just received word that the Michigan governor was
calling for no events of more than 250 people. ISOC
officials contacted the governor’s office for more
information and guidance. I headed out to the track to
take a few photos of practice and wait to see what
happened. I shot about 7 photos when word came
down that our event was done. Me and my photography friends were in disbelief. Was this really happening? I made my way back to the chalet and was met
by others who shared in the disbelief and disappointment and a seemingly unreal moment. The championship weekend in Lake Gevena, Wisconsin was likely
cancelled as well for the same reasons, so it began to
sink in that our season was over.
When I had originally booked my travel plans for
Michigan, I planned on staying until Monday night. I
had just left my job and had some time off before I
started a new one. I was going to use the extra time to
do some exploring of lighthouses and enjoy some time
off. We packed up and left Cannonsburg with broken
hearts and a sense of what could have been. The
track was amazing and was destined to be a great
weekend for racing. I decided to spend the rest of the
day and night hanging out with my SnoCross colleagues and friends and see if I could catch an early
flight home Saturday morning. I was able to get on an
afternoon flight and made my way back to Minneapolis. How quickly things had changed in 48 hours and a
preview of just how quickly our world would change in
the days to come. Bars and restaurants closed, and
our way of life came screeching to a halt. I spent the
week after like many others, lost and confused about
the world around me. Lake Geveva was cancelled and
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I began wondering just when I would get to pick up a
camera again and when I would see live racing again.
Don’t get me wrong those are very insignificant
thoughts in the midst of a global crisis that is hurting
thousands and effecting millions. I’m hoping for the
best and thinking of all those effected by Corona
Virus/ COVID-19. Someday hopefully soon this crisis
will let up and our lives will return to a new form of
normal. But when that day comes and we began going
out again and seeing our friends, attending events,
going to races and picking up where we left off, there
will be a new challenge left in the wake of this pandemic.
Many small businesses will be struggling as a
result of the massive shutdowns, layoffs and decline in
business experienced as a result of efforts to contain
COVID 19. This will have drastic effects on the world
of short track racing. Our sport is built on the backs of
these small businesses and their support and many of
the racers and fans either work or own one of these
small businesses. My home track of Ogilvie Raceway

has already announced that they will not be holding
any events in the month of April. It will only be a
matter of time before other race tracks are faced with
that difficult decision. Maybe we will be in a better
position come May and our season won’t be to
delayed. But that is anyone’s guess. The challenge will
come when the day comes, and we do get to race. I
worry that the sponsorship dollars may not be there,
and race fans may not have both the residual income
to afford to go or perhaps the time available to go.
After all, we will have been for the most part without
major social gatherings for more than a month. People
will need time to get their life back on track and may
put off going to the races for a while. There are of
course many diehard fans in our industry that are
craving racing and will without a doubt be lined up at
the gate come opening day. But we all must brace for
the scenario where things will be difficult, and our
industry will be hurt by this pandemic.
But it doesn’t have to be that bad if we all do our
part in the days and weeks ahead. The best thing we

can do between now and whenever opening day for
our tracks is, will be to support all of those small
businesses as much as we can. Order the takeout
from the bars and restaurants who sponsor racers,
purchase your products and necessities from the
companies that back the tracks and do whatever you
can to ensure they can thrive in this difficult time.
And when race season gets underway, do your
absolute best to get to the track and support them.
Support the race tracks and the communities when
you can as much as you can. This season is going to
be a struggle and the challenges will come and go
many that we have never seen before. I hope that I
am wrong in all of this and I hope that when racing
season starts that things will be bigger and better than
ever before. But I want to be prepared and you should
be as well. Because as we have all learned in this
decade long month of March, expectations are nowhere near what reality is and will be.

Hoping we see crowds like this once the season kicks off
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I’ve always been a fan of
Dale Earnhardt Junior going back
to the days when he was battling
another favorite of mine, Matt
Kenseth in the Busch Series. Dale
Jr. wasn’t necessarily my favorite
driver but seemed like a pretty cool
guy.
When he retired and went on
to become a NASCAR broadcaster for NBC, we got to see
more of the real Dale Jr. and I
really enjoy each time he’s part of
the broadcast. Recently I’ve
become an avid fan of his
NBCSports show, The Dale Jr.
Download. This show has made
me an even bigger fan. He’s
always so down to earth, has some
of the best people in the sport on
his show, and his admiration of the
history of the sport is truly appreciated.
Recently I was at a bookstore, which is a rare visit for me.
Due to the recent world events, I
knew I would be spending more
time at home. While the book isn’t
new by any means (it was first
published in 2018) it was new to
me. The book is titled Racing to
the Finish and is truly a good read.
The book isn’t about Dale
Jr’s racing career. It covers the
situations he went through while
suffering several concussions
throughout his racing career. You
really get an inside look at all of the
things he went through. Everything
from hiding his symptoms to keep
racing, to dealing with the accusations that his wife or family members where the ones behind his
retirement from the sport.
If you are interested in
picking up this book for your own
personal collection, copies are still
available through our friends at
Coastal 181 Publishing
www.coastal181.com
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