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Publisher's Note
Racing According to Plan

Dan Plan
During the last month, I received a text message from
Greg Larsen and a few days later I heard the very
same words from Paul Gillund. They both told me
“Old Guys Rule.” In all honesty, I could not disagree
with him.
In my younger days, all of the top drivers were much
older than me and had been around racing for years on
the short tracks. They were the ones that ran up front
and were easy to root for. Around the same time, the
same thing was going on with NASCAR racing in my
youth; although I don’t ever recall someone in their
teens entering the upper levels of NASCAR racing in
a competitive car until Jeff Gordon came along.

The Midwest

Old guys rule
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Connection

On the other hand, for as long as I can remember,
there have always been teenagers in the upper divisions of short track racing. These days there are just a
lot more teenagers in racing, but it’s really nothing
new. The first two teenagers I recall driving Late Models were Les Duellman and Mark Martin. Even though
Les and Mark were top competitors when I was near
the same age as them, I always rooted for the veteran
drivers. You would think a young kid would want to
see a young kid beat the old guys, but that wasn’t the
case. Most of the time I was cheering for the old guys
and it still seems to be that way for me today.
When I talk about old guys, they are really not that
much older than me. They’re just old enough to have
experienced some really cool stuff that I didn’t get to
see, or I’ve been watching them race for more than
half of my years on this earth. I’ve been watching
most of them I person or reading about them for their
entire racing careers. Some of the “old guys” I’ve
been lucky enough to have been on hand for this year
when they picked up feature race wins in the first half
of this season include Steve Carlson, Pat Doar, John
Kaanta and just recently Steve Anderson.
As mentioned previously, teenage race car drivers are
nothing new. Teenage drivers are just more common
these days. At some point, the “old guys” are going to
hang up their helmets to make room for another generation of drivers to come along. The fields at the local
tracks are starting to see younger drivers competing,
and that is a good thing. Some of them are pretty darn
good and I’ll root for them at some point. But for now,
the old guys rule in my book.
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Dean & Jason
Talkin' Racin'

July 2019

or 7 years old,” said Varner “it all started there.” Ryan then
moved up to racing big cars at Raceway Park in Shakopee
(MN), he raced the Front Wheel Flyers division for a couple
years and then raced a Bomber and finished second place in
points twice at Raceway Park. He then moved to the
Powerstock division at Elko Speedway before taking a year
off to build a Late Model the right way. “It’s one step at a
time,” said Varner “it gives you respect and understanding
of what it takes to do this.”
Varner grew up as a race fan and wanting to be at the
top local level someday. “This was my goal, to get to this
point and race Late Models with these guys,” said Varner
“I’ve been watching Steve Murgic and Steve Anderson,
who I’m racing with today, growing up my whole life and

idolizing these guys and just seeing how they can wheel
these cars. It’s really cool racing with the guys that I
watched as a kid.”
The large car count and top level of competition at
Elko Speedway is well known on a National Level. “We are
all bumper to bumper, it’s frustrating when you are following someone for 25 laps and all you can do is stick to his
bumper,” said Varner “but it’s cool that everyone here is so
close, it shows a lot about Minnesota and Elko Speedway.”
He got the accolades for being the NASCAR Rookie
of the Year but Varner has not yet won his first feature race
in a Late Model, “I know my time will come sooner or later,”
said Varner as he smiled and added “it better.”

Bruce Nuttleman photo

Jason D. Searcy
Racing Ryan Varner #31 from Minnetonka (MN) is a
young racer with an old school attitude. Last year he was
named the National NASCAR Division I Rookie of the year
and celebrated during the awards ceremony at the NASCAR
Hall of Fame in Charlotte (NC).
New school NASCAR drivers like Bubba Wallace are
famous for quotes like “I’d wreck my mama for a win,” and
young fenom Hailie Deegan is getting quite the reputation
of wrecking the leader, even if it’s her teammate, to take
home the trophy.
Even though his race cars have been painted up to
resemble famous Dale Earnhardt paint schemes Varner has
taken the opposite approach on his path to success. “I’m
not a guy to wreck somebody else’s stuff who is working as
hard every week to get the car out here as I am,” said Varner
“I’m not going to wreck a guy for a win.”
That approach is not surprising when you hear how
Varner paid his dues to make it to the Premier Division at
Elko Speedway. “My dad put me in a go-kart when I was 6

Coming in
the August
issue of
World of Outlaws
and Slinger
Nationals
highlights.
www.theracingconnection.com
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Going in Circles

Charlie Spry
Summer is finally here! We have actually had
some warm weather and at least a few sunny race
days.
Rockford Speedway’s regular season is now
approaching mid-season form. American Short
Tracker division racer Kelly Evink is back with a
brand-new car, and is looking very, very strong. Kelly
won the 2014 season point title here, and then raced a
late model for awhile, then took a short time off, now
has an all new AST ride. “I got together with Matt
Berger, who isn’t racing late models this year, and also
with Zach Rodriguez and Andy Rodriguez. They
wanted to build a car, so here we are! We did a lot of
testing before the season even started, so we were
pretty good right away,” said Kelly. Zach Rodriguez
also won two championships in this division, and it is a
team of very knowledgeable people who know how to
win.... And they are! Kelly started racing back in
2000, and laughed, saying, “I retired three different
times since then.”
Charles Schork is starting his second full season
of racing in the Bandit division. He is originally from
the East Moline area and raced there before moving
here. He has family members who still race there, and
family ties run deep. He is familiar with racing on the
dirt, having run there and also at Sycamore. He
doesn’t have the fastest car out there, as he noted,
“We aren’t doing too bad, considering this is a Hornet
car running with the Bandits.” (The Hornet class was
the most “stock” from of four-cylinder racing). The
car was formerly raced by Jeremia Rychecky and
won a championship. Charles enjoys racing in the
figure-eight races here, and does well, likely being
helped by his dirt racing experience, and says that he
is a very low budget racer who does what he can with
what he has.
Sixteen-year-old Doug Nighswonger had his very
first racing experience, racing in the Original Sixer
class. Doug is the son of long time Roadrunner racer
Curt Nighswonger. Doug was realistic in his expectations to start with, saying, “I just want to start in the
back and stay out of everyone’s way and learn.” He
did just that, and didn’t finish last his very first time
out.
Aaron Rude finds himself leading the point
standings in the American Short Tracker division,
racing his 1979 Ford Pinto in a field consisting largely

of Ford Mustangs. He noted that racing a
Pinto does draw a lot of attention. Many
people don’t even know about them or
remember them on the street.
More drivers are bringing cars out as
the midway point in the season comes along.
Mike Lloyd, Mike Beyer, and John Beinlich
are some of the late model drivers who have
now made an appearance or two. Tom Gille
has also brought his car out a couple of times
to shake down, going with a kind of throwback paint scheme, with actual painted
lettering, which looks great.
The Bandit division continues to draw
large amounts of competitors. Car counts in
the mid-to high twenties and even lower
thirties have made for some real good racing.
Jess Riedner photo
Madison International Speedway is also
getting into full steam with their season. The
new MISfitz division is growing, and different
what I do.” Dave Edwards has been present every
drivers are giving it a shot. The former sportsman cars night with his modified, and also seems to have this
racing with this group are holding their own, but Bobby kind of racing figured out.
Frisch looks to have this figured out. He is racing a
Enjoyed chatting with veterans Bobby Wilberg
602 late model in the group. Scott “Chico” Riedner is
and Butch Mierendorf. Bobby has won many, many
racing a truck in the division and has just had a lot of
track championships between here and Rockford, but
bad luck. He is going to be very tough to beat as well.
told of a humbling experience when starting out,
He finds it a little hard to adjust his mindset, saying,
saying, “I had won everything in karts, and we put
“The racer in me wants to go as fast as possible and
together a late model that I ran twice as a super late,
pass whoever is in front of me, and with this you have and got my doors blown off. That is when we changed
to be aware of just how fast you are. Can you force
it to a limited, and at that time we lived next door to
the other guy to break out before you do? Do you go
Donny Gaserude’s Dad, and I went over and told him,
for it and pass him? You have to really be sharp and
think things out.”I think we’ll get it. Make it so it can
Going In Circles continued on page 8
run just twenty second flat laps, then it won’t matter

Jess Riedner photo
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Going In Circles continued from page 7

“I need a motor, I need a motor!” He told me to put a
stock 350 in it, then go out there and when you can
keep it to the floor through the turns, then you need a
motor. Best advice I ever got.”
Butch brought a MId-Am car to race in the
MISfitz class and wants to help support the division.
He did a lot of racing in John McKarns’ ARTGO
series and was a big supporter of the track when John
was promoting it in 1980. We were chatting about
one-foot racing vs. two-foot, meaning a driver who
uses the right foot to switch between accelerator and
brake, vs. one who keeps the left foot ready at the
brake and uses the right for gas. Most use the twofoot method, but some do it otherwise. “I tried the onefoot way one time, and I couldn’t find the gas pedal! I
was fumbling around, and finally had to look down and
see where it was! That was the only time I ever tried
that.”
Dells late model champion Nick Nolden has
made a couple of showings here, and Luke
Westenberg also came to race once so far. The
MISfitz division has had quite a few different drivers
give it a shot already, with many more likely in the
future, I would say. Matthew Karr has come to race
the past couple of weeks in the Bandit division, and
Dave Lembke also came out one night so far.
The Six Shooter division kind of exploded in car
counts last time out, as twenty-three came out to race,
a new record here for the division.
We also took a couple of trips north to the State
Park Speedway Their second show of the year,
featured the WCS super late models, and It was a
very interesting feature for these drivers, as when I
saw the lineup, I realized that this was going to be an
outstanding race. Travis Volm brought his limited late
model to race, bolted on the premium tires, and had at
it. He was starting on the pole, with John Beale behind
him. I knew that Travis is a very accomplished racer,
has turned a ton of laps here, and would be VERY
hard to pass. Beale and the others had the super late

Ryan Nuttleman photo
model cars, and are all talented as well, but could any
of them get by Volm on this tight track where horsepower isn’t the thing? As expected, Volm took the
lead, with Beale directly behind for many laps, waiting
for Volm to make a mistake, which didn’t happen.
Beale got hung out to dry on the outside then, and
while many would have faded, he worked at it and got
back up alongside Volm, working, working and working to finally get by. The pair survived a late caution
(Which I believe was the only caution in any race and
in any division all night!), with Beale getting the win
over Volm. Both worked their tails off and did a great
job of entertaining everyone. I had talked to Beale
before the races, and he said, “Dalton Zehr built this
car over the winter, and its first time was out at
Marshfield, where we won!” I told him that maybe
tonight it would go two-for-two, which he replied,
saying, “Ahhh, I don’t think so. This isn’t one of my
better tracks, and I don’t think it’s going to happen.”
Well, it did.
Garrett Strachota has a car he purchased from
Mike Heidmann over the off season, and has moved
up to the Mini-Mod class from the stock four cylinders. He has the car going well, winning the first two
features of the season in the division.
Dave Cabelka drove Brian “Butchie”
Schramm’s pure stock one night late last season and
liked it so much that he
purchased it during the off
season. He started off the
season in great fashion, as
he won the first feature of
the year here. “We are
friends, but I think he may
have been wondering if he
should have sold us the
car,” said Dave. Since that
time, however, Schramm
has come on strong,
winning two in a row to this
point.
M.G. Gajewski is a
veteran driver who has
been on a roll lately, doing
lots of racing at many
tracks, and won the Flip
TJ Harron photo
Merwin memorial race,

looking very strong in doing so with his super late
model. This was his third win in this race in a row,
something that is pretty hard to do. Nice to see Mike
Olson have a good race, finishing in fourth spot. Mike
has raced for awhile and would be considered a
veteran, and good to see Ryan Hinner make his first
run of the year as well.
My favorite pure stock car is the Ford Torino
Elite driven by Dustin Ochodnickly. Dustin raced this
car many years ago, then it got put away for a few
years, then taken back out and raced again. The car
looks much the same as it did many years ago, and
that is cool!
The Bandolero cars were present on this night.
This is one of the first tracks in the area to race these
cars, and young drivers from the area kind of got a
jump on their counterparts from other areas. Now,
many tracks in Wisconsin run them on occasion. Tyler
Muller is now in his second year of racing these cars.
His Dad is Mark Muller, who raced all over the state
and beyond back in the 1990’s. Mark told me a little
about the cars, saying, “The engine is a twenty-two
horsepower Briggs and Stratton. They generally follow
INEX rules, but the tracks can do whatever they
want.” Parts are generally INEX spec., and the
drivers are from between eight and fourteen years old.
“The cool thing is, the drivers all seem to get along
really well, and have fun, and they get to race at
regular race tracks in front of a racing crowd.” Said
Mark. Tyler finished the feature in fifth spot, his best
career finish.
State Park Speedway always has a fun racing
show going. The track is tight and just brings forth
good, close racing. Almost never do you see anyone
run off and win by a huge margin.
By the time you read my next column, we will be
into the final segment of the regular season at most
tracks. The season just goes by so fast!
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The Good and The Bad

The Good - Dan Gullikson hands out his trophy to a young race fan after
winning the USRA Late Model main event on NASCAR Dash night at
Cedar Lake Speedway.

The Bad - Chase Friendt got upside down on lap one of the Midwest
Modified feature race just a few moments later at Cedar Lake
Speedway's NASCAR Dash night.
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Page 10

Glenz Gives Back
By Matt Bohl
On a Wednesday night in June at Thunder Hill
Speedway, upper Midwest Late Model great, Jesse
Glenz made his return for the first time since 2008.
This is the track that helped mold him into the great
racer he is today. Jesse won the Thunder Hill track
championship in 07, then moved up to Modified racing
in 2008 and is now a force in Late Model class

winning often around tracks in the
upper Midwest.
Jesse put on a great show
finishing 2nd in his first heat and 4th in
the feature and the bonus was he even
came out and spent some time with
fans during intermission making many
little new 7x fans.
Thanks
Jesse, you are
truly a class
act on and off
the track, we
appreciate you
more than you
know - No
Bull.

Matt Bohl photo

Matt Bohl photo

Matt Bohl photo
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Come check us out. Affordable racing, family
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Skipper at the Mile

Bruce and Ryan Nuttleman photos

Jess Riedner photo
Earlier this year, we sat down and talked with Skip Pollak about his experiences at Speedweeks. Following this conversation, Skip talked
about finishing up his vintage racer and running at the Milwaukee Mile in June. Skip was able to get the car finished up in time and
made his way to the show at the Mile. Unlike many vintage cars that utilize modern chassis with a vintage body over the top, Skip’s car is
full of period-correct parts. He even had this gem painted and hand-lettered to complete the restoration.
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Masters Weekend at Cedar Lake

Dan Plan photo

The Masters at Cedar Lake Speedway has undergone several
transformations throughout the history of the event. The event has
seen the IRA Sprints participate in the past and was part of the
UMP Summer Nationals Hell Tour for a few years. This year’s 20th
Annual event once again featured the USMTS Modifieds and saw
the return of the NASCAR Late Models racing for big prize money
all three nights. The fast growing USRA Late Models filled out the
show and saw a record number of participants during the Friday
portion of the event. Ryan Gustin picked up the $10k for the Mods
and Pat Doar took the $10k main on Saturday for the NASCAR
Late Models. Other main event winners for the weekend included;
Thursday - Dustin Sorenson (USMTS), Jimmy Mars (NASCAR)
and Dan Gullikson (USRA). Friday – Terry Phillips (USMTS),
John Kaanta (NASCAR) and Lance Hoffer (USRA).

FOTOS
BY FIZZLE
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Racing Returns to the Milwaukee Mile
Doug Hornickel photos

After a hiatus of several years, racing has returned to the famed Milwaukee Mile. The Father’s Day event held on June 16, 2019 featured
the ARCA Midwest Tour as the headlining event. A large crowd witnessed Austin Nason make a late race charge to pick up the biggest
win in his young career. Additional photos from the event can be seen on page 14.
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Racing Returns to the Milwaukee Mile
Bruce Nuttleman photo

Doug Hornickel photo

A large crowd turned out for the return of racing to the Milwaukee Mile (left photo), Ty Majeski and Dan Fredrickson battle for position.
Majeski would go on to finish second, with Fredrickson rounding out the podium in third (right photo)
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Auto Racing Facts,
Observances and
Opinions

Dale P. Danielski
We’ve actually dodged enough rain to get in a
couple shows here recently.
Marshfield Motor Speedway, Marshfield, WI.,
hosted the CWRA Stars to Legends Tour as presented by Smiley’s Old Time Diner, on June 1st, and a
great field of 30 cars turned out for the event. Two 30
lap features made up the evening card, and in the first
30 lapper, it was 2018 Tour Champion, Jeff Weinfurter
taking the win. Following Weinfurter at the checkered
flag were Andrew Morrissey, Derrick Van Dreel,
Darek Gress, Darren Jackson, and Paul Paine.
Feature number two found Morrissey in that
team’s debut taking the victory. Following Morrissey
at the stripe after 30 laps were Chad Butz, Weinfurter,

Frank Nitzke, Mark Mackesy,
and D. Gress.
It was great seeing such a
large field of cars at Marshfield,
as it’s the most to compete there
in that Division since anyone can
remember!
It was then off to the
Golden Sands Speedway, Plover,
WI., for the CWRW Stars to
Legends Tour as presented by
Smiley’s Old Time Diner, Albert
Getzloff Memorial race June
21st. The event was delayed a
week by rain, but that just made
drivers all the hungrier to go
racing. 27 Tour cars answered
the bell for the race, and some of
the best racing I’ve seen in
awhile was the order for the
evening. Close finishes marked
both 30 lap main events much to
the nice crowd on hand’s delight.
Eugene Gregorich Jr., back
racing on pavement, showed he
hasn’t lost his touch, by passing a
bunch of race cars on his way to
winning the 1st feature event.
Gregorich Jr., didn’t grab the lead
until only a few laps remained in
the feature, making for an
exciting finish. Following
Gregorich jr., at the stripe were,
Travis Volm, who had led most of
the way, Darek Gress, Mark

continued on page 16

Jeff Blaser photo

Harley Jankowski had a great night at Golden Sands Speedway,
June 21st, winning the 2nd 30 lap Feature in the Albert Getzloff
Memorial race (top photo), Darek Gress continues to win, taking
the victory at Marshfield, June 22nd (bottom photo)

Dale's pictures from the past
Brett Breitenfeldt racing the familiar # 14 that his dad raced for years (left photo) and
Wayne Breitenfeldt winning at Golden Sands Speedway in 1988 (right photo)
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Racing Facts, Observances and Opinions
from page 15
Mackesy, Andrew Morrissey, and Mike Sievers
in one of his best runs ever.
The 1st 30 main finish, set the table for
main number two, which saw Monte Gress set
the early pace. Gress appeared to have things
well in hand, and be on his way to a win, the
first for the Neillsville,WI., driver in many
Moons, but top Rookie this year on the Tour,
Harley Jankowski had other ideas. Jankowski
drew even with Gress with a handful of laps left
in the race and that’s how they stayed until a
slight slip by Gress with just half a lap to go
allowed Jankowski enough room to make the
pass and go on to win. For Jankowski, it was his
first CWRA win and it came in his first ever
visit to Golden Sands Speedway!. Gress hung on
for a 2nd place finish and was followed by Jeff
Weinfurter, Jesse Pokszyk, Steven Lichtfeld,
and Mitch Stankowski, the top 6. Jankowski also
had more reasons to celebrate on the night, as it
was the 8th anniversery of his Kidney transplant. All in all, a great night for the Sparta WI.,
racer!
Here and there...When is dominance in
racing a detriment? Looks like Nick Panitzke
and Steve Carlson have their own private
playground at the La Crosse Fairgrounds
Speedway, West Salem, WI., this year as
they’ve won all the races! Sometimes that kind
of dominance detracts from a show, but I do
remember when Dick Trickle years back
dominated. Fans came in droves then, some to
see him win, and most hoping they’d see him
lose!...Caught racing action in the CWRA open
race, at Marshfield Motor Speedway, June 22nd
and saw Darek Gress hold off Colin Reffner for
the win. Reffner was making his debut on the
Towel City Racing tire and accounted for
himself very well on the night, placing 2nd in the
30-lap main...
And looking back in time, on June 1st,
1975 it was, Tom Reffner, John Reimer, and
Reffner winning the three 50 lap features held
at La Crosse Interstate Speedway, West Salem,
WI. A field of 38 cars participated in the race
program...Looking back on September 2nd,
1988 it was Wayne Breitenfeldt winning the 30
lap Feature at Golden Sands Speedway. Following Breitenfeldt were Bryan Reffner, Allen
Check, Joe Kryzkowski, and Steve Carlson. A
field of 32 Late Models were on hand for the
race.
Questions, comments, opinions and other
information welcome at Starmaker Multimedia
967 10th Ave N Ste A, Onalaska, WI 54650
608-783-5827 or at
dale@starmakermultimedia.com
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Racing Nuggets

PJ "Jacklyn" Nuttleman
To say that I’m excited for the Slinger Nationals
is a gross understatement. I have to believe every race
fan is equally as jacked up for this year’s festivities as
well. How could you NOT be?! The drivers who have
thrown their names into the mix this year comprise a
talent pool that is stacked wide and high. There are
over 50 drivers who have expressed interest in running
this year’s Nationals. Those who have already confirmed with an actual entry have race fans licking their
chops.
Matt Kenseth is going to strap back into a race
car for this historic event. He likely won’t have a hard
time getting back into the saddle again—he’s won the
Nationals more times than any other driver: SEVEN.
That’s three more than Dick Trickle, Joe Shear, and
Rich Bickle Jr. who each have scored four Nationals
trophies during their careers.
Bickle will be there again this year, and he’s had
his mount dialed in better this season than in the past
few years. I’m slightly biased about that opinion,
because my husband, Toby did some work on Bickle’s
ride at the start of the season to help with that. Make
no mistake, if Bickle gets his car set to his liking at

PJ Nuttleman

Ready to Rumble: Slinger Nationals
Slinger, with the resurgence of confidence
he’s had—he can be a serious threat to win
his fifth Nationals title.
Johnny Sauter –probably one of the
most polarizing drivers in the history of the
state of Wisconsin will be there. I’ve read
plenty on social media from his “haters,”
after he dialed out Austin Hill under caution
at the truck race in Iowa. Say what you
will—whether you agree with that decision
of his or not, the man pisses excellence
when it comes to his focus on winning. And
it’s hard to bet against a guy who openly
praises God and the Blessed Virgin Mary
when he gets to Victory Lane. Even my
Grandma Helen would love Johnny if she
were still alive for that very reason alone.
Daniel Hemric will be making his first
visit to the World’s Fastest ¼-Mile with
Chris Wimmer as his crew chief. That’s a
lot of talent and ingenuity teaming up for a
big race. It will be fun to hear Hemric’s reactions to
the track once he turns his first laps on the highbanks.
Bubba Pollard will
be back, looking to snag
Doug Hornickel photo
his second Nationals
win. He’s been on a
tear again all over the
country collecting
checkered flags and big
checks. He expects to
win—and so do his
fans—which he has
probably one of the
biggest fan bases in the
Midwest, considering
he hails from Marietta,
Georgia.
Another southern
driver, perhaps inspired
by Pollard’s prowess
up here will be making
his Midwest debut at
Slinger too: Stephen
Nasse. He is one hardknuckled driver who will be guaranteed to
slug it out for a win. .. on or off the track.
Other Slinger virgins include the 2018
CRA Champion, Josh Brock and Chandler
Smith in a Kyle Busch Motorsports entry.
I’d be remiss if I didn’t mention the
defending race winner—Ty Majeski will be
returning as well. I just didn’t want to
mention him too soon—as that’s the car my
husband is crew chief on and I catch flack
for always talking about him. Truth be told,
I don’t give a rat’s ass if people get their
knickers in a bunch over that. What kind of
a wife would I be if I didn’t support my
photo
husband? I will tell you that Toby’s been

PJ Nuttleman photo

like a dog with a bone getting ready for the Nationals.
He and Ty have been talking set up and strategy for

Matt Kenseth is going to strap back into a
race car for the Slinger Nationals this year
weeks already.
There are still even more drivers that have
expressed interest in entering the Nationals—some
have raced at the track in the weeks leading up to the
big event. We could see Michigan’s Johnny
VanDoorn. K&N Series points leader as of this
writing—in both the East and West divisions—Derek
Kraus is likely returning to Wisconsin to run the
Nationals.

Racing Nuggets continued on page 18
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Racing Nuggets from page 17
Bruce Nuttleman photo

www.wehrsmachine.com
Toll Free: 1.877.460.7211
Local: 1.608.486.4343
Home track entries such as Brad Mueller
will take on the competition at the
Slinger Nationals this year.
Sources also tell me that Casey Johnson
will be running. Austin Nason—Midwest Tour
points leader as of this writing will likely be at
the Nationals. I’ve heard that Andrew
Morrissey will be there too. And Danny
Fredrickson could be swaggering around the
pits, chatting up the competition, and making a
bid for the title if he decides to make the trek
from Minnesota.
I haven’t even mentioned the home
track entries that REALLY know their way
around Slinger: Steve Apel, Brad Mueller,
Alex Prunty, Brad Keith, Dennis Prunty, and
more.
Slinger brings out the beast in drivers,
and the Nationals will be ramping up the
drama right out of the gate with qualifying.
Compared to the Snowball Derby at Five
Flags Speedway in Pensacola, FL where the
top 30 qualifiers are “locked in” to the main
event—at the Nationals, they only take the
top 12 through qualifying. That’s bound to
have a few ulcers festering in the pits—
especially when you consider the home track
advantage for those hard-chargers who run
Slinger on a weekly basis that I mentioned a
bit ago.
And yet, with all of the names I’ve
mentioned thus far—there may be a driver
that I didn’t highlight who could end up
grabbing the checkered flag on July 9th. I
guess we’ll all just have to show up and
watch for ourselves to find out—and trust me
when I tell you this is an event that is worth
taking a day or two of vacation to attend and
enjoy in person. Especially if your driver wins
and you want to celebrate into the wee hours
of the next morning!
Get your tickets and learn more about
the Slinger Nationals:
https://slingersuperspeedway.com

R&R
Complete Automotive Service
Minneapolis, MN
612-721-4210
randrautomotiveonline.com

The 2019 edition of the FANS Fund is up and running. The objective is to
attract new and upcoming drivers to attend the USA Nationals at Cedar Lake
Speedway. Voting is now open. Please check out the website to make your
donation and cast your vote for the 2019 drivers.

www.fansfund.com
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Racing close to home

Dan Plan photo
Over the next month, World of Outlaws Late Model competitor Brent Larsen will have the opportunity to race close to home on numerous
occasions. While many of the events require Brent Larsen Motorsports team to travel many states away, the Summer schedule will see
Brent with the option to sleep in his own bed between shows. The close to home schedule is as follows; July 6 – Deer Creek Speedway,
July 9 – ABC Raceway, July 13 – Ogilvie Raceway, July 14 – Red Cedar Speedway, July 29 – Plymouth Dirt Track, July 30 – Shawano
Speedway and capping things off with the Crown Jewel USA Nationals at Cedar Lake Speedway on August 1 – 3.

All in the family
Tony Radzwon photo

Doughty Racing photo
At the beginning of June one racing family celebrated wins on the same night, but nearly 200 miles apart. David
Swearingen (left photo) and Dustin Doughty (right photo) are brothers-in-law. David won the Midwest Modified main
event at Ogilvie Raceway and Dustin picked up the Street Stock win at Deer Creek Speedway.
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The Lady and her Legend car

Martin DeFries photo
Jessie Mahoney is one of the graduates of go-karts and the Minnesota Quarter Midget Racing Association (MQMRA) that has made her way into
the INEX Legend Cars. Now in her fifth year of competition with the Legends at Elko Speedway, Jessie is the only weekly female competitor with
the group and sits solidly in the top-ten in points out of 20+ cars.

CEDAR VIEW
ELECTRIC, INC.
952-469-2100
New Construction - Remodel - Service Work
Lakeville, MN
Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and YouTube
www.facebook.com/themidwestracingconnection
@MidwestRace
www.youtube.com/theracingconnection
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Get your copy of MRC delivered to your home.
Yearly subscriptons just $20.
Mail this form with check or money order to;
The Midwest Racing Connection
P.O. Box 22111
St. Paul, MN 55122

Name:
Address:
City:
State/Zip:

Midwest Truck Series Teenage Winner

Bruce Nuttleman photo

Ryan Nuttleman photo

Fifteen-year-old Levon Van Der Geest recently became one of the youngest winners in the history of the Midwest Truck Series. The
series drew a large number of competitors to their event on Father’s Day at the Legendary Milwaukee Mile. Van Der Geest will be
starting his sophomore year of High School this Fall and is the son of veteran Late Model competitor/owner Jay Van Der Geest.
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Methanol Available

Red Wing, MN

Street Stock/Sportsmen Parts

www.wilsonoilcompany.com

www.dcaracefab.com

1-800-634-9666

LaCrosse, WI

Dundas,MN
612-269-4232

Downtown Shakopee
952-445-9668

Hillside
Drywall
Shakopee, MN

612-812-0278

Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and YouTube
www.facebook.com/themidwestracingconnection
@MidwestRace
www.youtube.com/theracingconnection
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