www.theracingconnection.com

June 2015 Vol. 19, No. 2

CLS Dash Debut

Thrills & Spills

The Buzz
Buzz with
with Bernhagen
Bernhagen
The

Talkin' Racin'

June 2015

Page 2

Like us on Facebook, watch us on YouTube, or follow us on Twitter
www.facbook.com/themidwestracingconnection
wwww.youtube.com/theracingconnection
@MidwestRace

Page 3

June 2015

June 2015

Page 4

Publisher's Note
Racing According to Plan

The Midwest

Don’t Be Afraid To
Speak Up

RACING
Connection
June 2015
Vol. 19, No. 2

meeting until the early 1990’s. I can’t say what things were
like at the drivers meetings in the 1970’s or 1980’s, but I
would imagine they were the same.
We often hear on the Cup side of things where there is a
lack of a leader in the garage. Everybody just sits like a
bump on a log and licks their wounds. Earnhardt Sr. was
notorious for leading the cause (whatever it might be) and
Jeff Burton was often referred to as “The Mayor” for many
years. The Cup side of things still seems to be lacking in
this area to this day.

Dan Plan
Through the years, I’ve noticed the veteran drivers seem to
be the first ones that aren’t afraid to speak up at drivers
meetings. I’ve been a fan of short track racing since the day
I was born, but never went in the pits or attended a drivers

On the short track side of the spectrum, each track has their
own set of drivers that are typically willing to speak up
when things don’t seem right, or might be better off in some
other way. One of the first drivers I remember stepping
forward to speak at a drivers meeting was Tom Nesbitt. Tom

continued on page 5
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View From
The Tower

La Crosse’s First
200-Lap Race

Dick Johnson

fairground ovals had lights, and night time crowds were
bigger (the West Salem oval didn’t have its own lights until
1966).

Trivia Question: Who won the first 200-Lap Race at La
Crosse (AKA West Salem, WI)? Veteran fans would
probably respond - “that’s easy, Tom Reffner won the first
Oktoberfest 200 in 1970". Although a true statement, it’s
the wrong answer.
For the better part of the 20th Century the La Crosse InterState Fairgrounds was located in La Crosse, at the site of
today’s “Memorial (football) Field” on the campus of
(today’s) UW-L. After the 1956 Fair, the Board of Regents
wanted to expand that school, then known as the “Teachers
College”, and paid the Fair to move to West Salem. The old
fairgrounds had a half-mile horse track, but horse racing had
all but died in the area, and after World War II, that track
was removed. Because the midway and livestock areas were
adjacent to the horse track, about the only auto races that
was ever conducted on that track were two 75-lap “Tin Lizzy
Sweepstakes” events, in 1937 and ’38 (but not during the
Fair).
While working on the design for the new fairgrounds, the
Fair Board consulted with other county fairs only to find
that auto racing had become quite popular, on the horse
tracks, at these venues in the 1950’s. Frank Winkley of
Auto Racing Inc, was contacted and dates were secured for
his events, and thus a half-mile, slightly banked, dirt oval
was included in the new fairgrounds, along with a “4,000
seat” scaffold type grandstand (different from today’s
“hillside” style grand stand which was constructed in 1970
when the track was paved, after the oval was inactive from
1967 through ‘69).
One advantage Auto Racing Inc. had was that they brought
their own portable lighting system, as few of these

IMCA “New Model Stock Cars” (identical to NASCAR’s
“Grand National” cars of the day), IMCA “Big Cars” (AKA
Sprint Cars) and IMCA “Midgets” competed on the dirt
oval from 1957 through 1966; all of these IMCA races were
held during the La Crosse Inter-State Fair, EXCEPT ONE.
Winkley, emboldened by the great success he had with
promoting 500-lap “New Model” races on the dirt ovals at
the Minnesota State Fairgrounds and Hawkeye Downs, in
the mid 1950’s (although NOT during their respective fairs),
bit the bullet and staged the “Badger 200” on the La Crosse
Inter-State Speedway oval, on Sunday afternoon, May 24th,
1959.
A warm, dry, and sunny day, plus the stars of the IMCA
“New Model Stock Car” division (already well known in the
area due to their previous Fair time appearances in ’57 and
’58) produced a “sellout crowd”. It was probably not the
most nail biting racing event ever witnessed at the West
Salem track, as Ernie Derr, the King of the “Keokuk
Komets”, won by eight laps, with just nine cars running at
the finish, on a track described as “dusty”. For whatever
reason, this event was not repeated by Mr. Winkley.
Perhaps readers will recognize some of the names in this
finishing order for that historic event.
Badger 200, May 24, 1959, La Crosse Inter-State Speedway
1 - Ernie Derr, Keokuk, Iowa, 200-Laps (Time: 1 Hr, 59 min,
05.68 sec)(led laps 48-200)
2 - Newt Bartholomew, Carlisle, Iowa, 192-L
3 - Bruce Nystrom, Oshkosh, Wis., 187-L
4 - Bob Potter, Duluth, Minn, 184-L
5 - Milo Van Oudenhoven, Appleton, Wis., 179-L
6 - Mert Williams, Rochester, Minn., 178-L
7 - Pete Van Oudenhoven, Appleton, Wis., 170-L
8 - J. R. McHugh, Green Bay, Wis., 166-L
9 - Don McDonald, Neenah, Wis., 160-L
10- Frank Richards, (FQ: 30.65 sec.) Cedar
Rapids, Iowa, 143-L (led first 47 laps)
11- Sonny Morgan, Beaumont, Tex., 141-L
12- Dick Hutcherson, Koekuk, Iowa, 135-L
13- Bob Kosiske, Omaha, Neb., 131-L
14- Wally Stanton, Plattville, Wis., 77-L
15- Darrell Dake, Cedar Rapids, Iowa, 69-L
16- Doc Narber, Cedar Rapids, Iowa, 30-L
17- Pee Wee Wilson, Bedford, Iowa, 25-L
18- Ralph Wilhelm, Milwaukee, Wis., 21-L
19- Ramo Stott, Keokuk, Iowa, 20-L

Pole sitter Frank Richards roars down the front straight before
the huge crowd, in the original grandstands, during the
“Badger 200” at the La Crosse Inter-State Speedway. Note
that the only protection for the fans was a two-rail “fence”
made of well pipe (seen in the photo) – a portion of this
structure remains near turn one. There was no concrete wall
around the dirt oval. A “catch fence” was added, behind the
pipe fence the following year. (La Crosse Tribune photo)

(about the author)
Resident of Onalaska, WI
Graduate of Onalaska High School and
UW-L
Race Director/Scorer/PR La Crosse
Interstate Speedway 1972-89
Race Director/Scorer/PR Dells Motor
Speedway 1976-91
Chief Scorer ARTGO Racing Series 1992-97
Chief Scorer NASCAR Midwest Series
1998-2006
Race Director Big 8 Series 2007-14
Retired from race officiating in 2014
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was one of the more vocal (if not the most vocal)
drivers in the drivers meetings. I must also add,
Tom sure seemed to be right far more often than he
was wrong.
Recently, I was in a couple of different driver
meetings, at different tracks, and witnessed two
veteran drivers step forward to speak on the hot
topic of the day. In both cases, they had valid
points and weren’t afraid to speak up. This wasn’t
the first rodeo for these two drivers, and everybody
in attendance listened when they spoke up.
In most cases these days when something doesn’t
seem right, people are all too quick to jump onto
social media, but rarely say things in person. I’ve
seen far more issues resolved by face to face
interaction than endless rants on the Internet. I’m
not saying some of these rants aren’t necessary,
and quite honestly some of them have been very
entertaining. I don’t subscribe to the theory that
negative social media is going to ruin short track
racing. I do subscribe to the theory that bad
decisions by some of the race tracks in the nation
these days will ruin short track racing.
Don’t let the people that think they are the Internet
police bamboozle you into going completely quiet if
you’re upset about something at your local track.
Research your facts and don’t be afraid speak your
mind in public, just don't yell and scream. You
might actually get something accomplished.
And finally, the quote of the month goes to GNNS
& Elko Thunder Car driver Jeremy Wolff. With no
races close to home on Memorial Day, I went to
support short track racing and save big money at
Menards. As I was purchasing a new pair of iGogs
and my Calypso Lemonade, I heard somebody say;
"Hey, don't you have a race somewhere to go to."
Jeremy was right, there were a few races I would
have went to, if they were a little closer to home.
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Looking for a Hometown Hero

Dean & Jason
Talkin' Racin'

that series and 170 starts in the Cup series. He currently
drives for JD Motorsports in the Xfinity series and Hillman/
Smith in the Cup series.

them and I feel like being a couple of year ahead of them,
they were able to see that I made it this far and they knew
that they could do it” said Cassill.

At Iowa Speedway I got a chance to ask Cassill if he had
any insight as to why Iowa has four NASCAR drivers while
the Gopher state has none.

The veteran twenty-five year old Cassill has not become a
NASCAR Super Star but the Local Iowa TV News, and local
papers cover his every move, he has become a mentor to
some and quite possibly an inspiration to a new gang of
Iowa racers.

“It’s Cold for a long time in Minnesota,” said Cassill
jokingly “I’ve raced in Minnesota and I’m sure there are
great race tracks up there but in Iowa the dirt track racing is
so healthy, there are so many race tracks, from the
grassroots all the way up to Iowa Speedway, there are more
tracks here per capita than anywhere in the country.”

Jason Searcy

Iowa does have a healthy Motorsports community and
plenty of drivers to choose from, but so does Minnesota.
Elko Speedway is known as one of the finest asphalt short
track racing facilities in the country and you can find 20
different dirt tracks racing weekly
all across the state.

I have always wondered why we Minnesotan’s have never
had a Hometown hero to cheer for on the NASCAR circuit.
Joey Miller, Scott Stenzel, Cody Erickson and Blake
Bjorklund made some Truck series starts but nobody has
broken through and caught the attention of the casual
Minnesota race fan.

I think it just takes one driver to
push the door of possibilities
open just a crack, and if he or she
is successful a floodgate might
just open behind him or her.

Wisconsin fans have been blessed with Dick Trickle, Alan
Kulwicki, Paul Menard now and for the last decade Matt
Kenseth.

Joey Gase is the newest to the scene, he recently took an
underfunded Jimmy Means car to a top 5 finish at Talladega
in the Xfinity series. Michael Annett is racing full time in the
Cup series for H. Scott Motorsports, Brett Moffitt filled in
for Brian Vickers in the 55 Cup car for Michael Waltrip and
scored a top 10 at Atlanta, he now races full time for Front
Row Motorsports in Cup and Landon Cassill was the first of
this new crop of Iowan’s to come to NASCAR.

“I feel like I had a little something
to do with it” said Cassill. “A lot
of people don’t know that I was
on the radio, in the infield,
standing on a trailer the first time
Michael Annett drove a car at
Hawkeye Downs Speedway. I
went out on the track with him
and painted dots and said this is
where you need to let out of the
throttle and use the brake until
you get to here.”

Cassill was the 2008 Nationwide Rookie of the year when he
drove for JR Motorsports, he has raced over 100 times in

“I’ve known those guys for a long
time, and grown up racing around

Now our neighboring state of Iowa has become the new
Hotbed for rising NASCAR stars: Landon Cassill, Joey
Gase, Michael Annett and Brett Moffitt.

Some people say it takes nothing but loads of money to get
your opportunity in NASCAR. That must not be the case
because Minnesota has ten times the corporate power of
Iowa and still we have not had a single driver on the TV set
racing on Sundays.
Minnesota race fans would eventually love to have a Matt
Kenseth type driver to watch on Sundays but maybe we
need a Landon Cassill type to break through first. Cassill
has shown, It just takes one.

Landon Cassil during driver introductions at Iowa Speedway
( photo courtesy of Getty Images by NASCAR)

CEDAR VIEW
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Auto Racing Facts,
Observances and
Opinions

cool weather and overcast skies we were treated to some
unbelievably fast racing in all divisions as the track was
extremely tacky and ultra fast for drivers in all divisions.
Winners on the night were Colin Smith in Sprint cars, Zack
Olivier in Street Stocks, Kevin Joachim in B Mods, Tracy
Halouska in Hobby Stocks and Josh Lien in the 4 cylinder
Super Chargers division. 66 cars in the 5 divisions
participated and with the threat of rain the show moved
quite quickly and was completed by 10pm. 3 hours and done
which is pretty efficient these days.
Of note while witnessing the action from our grandstand
seat was the car of Hobby Stock racer Logan Fitzpatrick,
who had whitewall tires on his car. Where do you even get
those anymore other than for an aftermarket customizing
application? The car looked strange compared to others
racing but whatever the tire Fitzpatrick was on he was one
of the faster ones in his division. Problems late in the race
prevented a good finish for Fitzpatrick but it was pretty wild
watching the ‘50s throwback racer passing cars and putting
on a good show!

Dale P. Danielski
We haven’t done all that much race chasing away from the
home base lately so it was good to take advantage of that
type of opportunity here while in the Sioux Falls, SD area
over the Memorial Day weekend.
A stop at the I-90 Speedway of Hartford, SD., was our
destination of choice Saturday May 23rd, for a good dose of
dirt track racing. Five Divisions of racing were on the
night’s card and we weren’t disappointed in the action on
the night.
It had been over 20 years since I last visited the track which
features a 3/8 mile clay oval. The facility hasn’t changed
much since last here as it has a very much laid back, old
school racing feel to it which is what I like. With relatively

We also witnessed one of the craziest occurrences you’ll
see in the B Mod heat race. Tim Dann was leading the race
handily when he began rapidly reeling in a soon to be
lapped car. The slower car suddenly moved up the track
right into our leader sending both off the backstretch just
missing the wall of tires there. The lapped car that shall
remain unnamed was done for the night while leader Dann
was able to continue. Crazier yet was the fact he was
allowed to keep his leading position for the restart for which
he continued on to the win. I guess the other driver didn’t
mean to do it rule applies here so Dann was scored the
victor. We also noticed in the B Mod point standings the
name Thor Anderson residing in 8th position. We later found
out it is indeed the same Thor Anderson that we’ve seen
race on the ARCA Midwest Tour and is a season points
Champion at Hawkeye Downs Speedway of Cedar Rapids,
Iowa racing pavement Super Late Model race cars. Thor
apparently was hurt in an accident so was not in attendance
on this night which is too bad as we would have liked to

have bent his ear a bit as to the change in racing venues. It
sounds like he has adapted quite well to the dirt surface as
according to the track announcer he’s been very exciting to
watch in the B mod Division!
Also interesting to note is the tracks policies to put a time
limit on Feature races and also penalize drivers that are
involved in two caution periods by sending them to the pit
area. Both policies were in effect tonight as several drivers
were sent to the pit area while the Hobby Stock division was
only able to get a half dozen laps in their feature before time
ran out and the checkered flag waved.
All in all, a fun night of dirt track racing which leaves us
thinking we should do more of this as we head into the
summer months.
The Central Wisconsin Racing Association returned to the
race sanctioning side of things here this past Saturday with
the running of the Lyle Nabbefeldt Memorial race at Dells
Raceway Park, Wis. Dells, WI. The event Featured a 55 lap
main event which was the number Nabbefeldt frequently
used in his racing days in the 1960s and ‘70s. An excellent
field of 28 Super Late Model drivers was on hand for the
event and when all was said and done it was second
generation driver Bobby Kendall taking the Feature win.
Kendall led nearly the entire way except for a few laps where
Austin Nason took charge. Nason had mechanical
difficulties and was forced to pit handing the lead and
ultimately the win to Kendall. After much battling
throughout the field it was Tim Schendel taking the 2nd spot
followed by Dan Lensing, Mike Litchfield, Jeff Storm, Brian
Johnson, Mark Eswein, Alex Prunty, Ben Pettis and Travis
Volm. The next CWRA event at the Dells track will be June
27th as another prolific and popular driver from the ‘60s and

Racing Facts, Observances and Opinions
continued on page 8

Dale's Pictures from the past
More than likely the most famous of the cars Lyle Nabbefeldt drove the Chicken Coupe #3 leading the field here
at Golden Sands Speedway (left photo) and the Lyle Nabbefeldt #55s 1968 Chevy Camaro (right photo)
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Racing Facts, Observances and Opinions
from page 7
‘70s Marlin Walbeck, will be honored in the Marlin Walbeck
Classic 60 which will Feature 60 laps of Super Late Model
main event racing.
Here and there…He did it again! Steve Carlson took his 3rd
NASCAR Late Model Feature win in a row at the La Crosse
Fairgrounds Speedway, West Salem, WI., here 5/23/15. Can
he be beaten? Has anyone gone undefeated for a season in
a top division of racing? Carlson might, but it will be tough
as drivers winning Features in the Division must add weight
to their race cars before competing in the next event…And
then again maybe he won’t go undefeated as Brad Powell
and Shawn Pfaff took the main event wins in the twin 20 lap
Feature format at the track 5/30/15. Carlson with a pair of
second place finishes is however way out front in the track
point standings having already built a 50 point cushion over
surprise participant of the year Harley Jankowski…Carter
Christenson picked up his first NASCAR Late Model win at
the track taking the first heat win on 5/30/15… The 50/50
drawing at I-90 Speedway has an interesting twist to it in
that for $10.00 you can get as many tickets as your height
covers. So the 5’8" guy, like me, and the 6’4" guy pay the
same but one gets that many more tickets and in theory a
better chance to win. I didn’t win and I noticed the tall guy
didn’t either so who did? I think it was the 4’11-1/2" tall gal
that bought 1 ticket. Just proves height doesn’t
matter…Just kidding short people out there…It looks as
though the Towel City racing tire the Marshfield Motor
Speedway, Marshfield, WI., is using in their Super Late
Model Division is going to pan out quite nicely. Competitor
at the track Jeff Weinfurter figures he’ll get 5 nights out of a
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set of tires before he’ll have to go with a new right rear skin.
If this is true it will save racers all kinds of money and
hopefully bring back some drivers that have parked their
cars due to costs. In addition to the longevity of the tire
which was originally brought up by CWRA as a viable
option for tracks, the cost each is around $95.00, a far cry
from the $125.00-$145.00 tires currently out there that don’t
wear nearly as well. The trade off with the Towel City, is
slower lap times are recorded, but who really notices or
cares about that when you have a pack of cars racing
competitively and putting on a good show…

The Rock Star
with a Shovel

And, going back in time, May 14th, 1966 it was Lyle
Nabbefeldt in his famous X winning the 30 lap Feature at
Dells Motor Speedway, Wis. Dells, WI., over Dave Marcis,
Dick Trickle, Jere O’Day and John McNamara. On May 28th,
1972 it was Lyle Nabbefeldt winning the 100 lap Feature race
at the Golden Sands Speedway, Plover, WI. Following
Nabbefeldt at the line was Larry Detjens, Jim Back, Tom
Reffner and Larry Anderson. Nabbefeldt also won the 30 lap
Feature June 4th at the track outpacing Jim Back, Tom
Reffner and Larry Anderson in his 1968 Chevy Camaro #55s.
On May 26th, 1973 Lyle Nabbefeldt was killed during a time
trial run at the Dells Motor Speedway, Wis. Dells, WI. It was
reported a stuck throttle resulting in a hard crash into the
number 1-2 wall and safety belt failure were the cause of
death. Nabbefeldt was 40 years of age when he died.
News, notes and comments welcome to Dale P. Danielski at
Starmaker Multimedia 967 10th Ave N Ste A, Onalaska, WI
54650, at 608-783-5827, 608-518-2478, or at
dale@starmakermultimedia.com ,
www.starmakermultimedia.com

Bobby Kendall picked up the win in the Lyle Nabblefeldt Memorial race at the Dells
(Jeff Blaser photo)

Track safety worker Al Chlan is one of the
best in the business when it comes to cleaning
up spills. This year Al is celebrating his 40th
year of working at Elko. The Midwst Racing
Connection congratulates Al on his 40 years
of continuous service.
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2015 Triple Crown

Jerry Zimmer photo

Scott Swenson photo

Brent Larson (left photo) became the first driver in the history of the Triple Crown to win in two different divisions. After winning the Modified
crown in 2012, Larson picked up the Late Model title in this year's event. Andy Jones (right photo) drove all but one lap with the left front
broken on his ride and still picked up the Triple Crown win in the Modified division. Billy Balog (not pictured) picked up the IRA Sprint Car win.

wwww.speedtalkon1360.com

Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and YouTube
www.facbook.com/themidwestracingconnection
@MidwestRace
wwww.youtube.com/theracingconnection
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It was ladies night at Elko Speedway on opening night. Tina Davis (left)
and Ashley Bell (right) both won their main events

Midwest
Thrills & Spills
Benny VanCleve goes up in a ball of flames at Elko
(top photo). Jeremy Wolff, Dillon Selner, Brent Kane
and James Lindgren were involved in this 4-car melee
in the Thunder Car main event at Elko Speeday
(Martin DeFries photos)

This four car incident happened during the Super Late
feature at Dells Raceway Park. Involved were Reagan
May, Alex Prunty, Corey Jankowski and Brian Hakala
(Jeff Blaser photos)
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Short TTrack
rack Buzz
Make sure to check out www.shorttrack.buzz between issues of The Midwest Racing Connection for additional interviews with short track personalities

The Upper Midwest Sprintcar Series (UMSS) is now in its 7th
year of existence and off to a great start for 2015. Ron
Bernhagen is the founder and president of the series.
What is your first memory of short track racing?
Oh, that’s an easy one, and a really good one. It was the last
year the Minnesota State Fair was dirt. I believe it was 1963.
I loved going to the fair, and even at the early age, I wanted
to go to the races. My sister is the one that took me to the
state fair, and we ended up in the grandstand. The thing I
remember the most about that day is the dirt clods from the
race track hitting me on the top of the head and falling in
love with it. I absolutely fell in love with it. I can’t tell you
anything that happened on the track, but I can remember the
dirt clods. It left a lasting impression.
Prior to running St. Croix Valley Speedway and the
UMSS, what was your racing background?
Well, for many years I was just a race fan, just like a lot of
other people. Up until 2001 I traveled around (like a lot of
other people do) to races around the country. I can
remember having a conversation with a very good friend
back in the early 1990’s and saying I was getting restless. I
wanted to do something more than just sit in the stands, but
I don’t know what it is. In 2001 is when I became one of the
owners of Cedar Lake. Before that, I didn’t work on any
cars, but I officiated at a track (Cannon River Speedway in
Morristown, MN) back in the 1970’s. Most of the time,
about 99.9% of the time, I was a race fan.
How did the idea come about to form a sanctioning body
for Sprint Cars in the area?
Well, first and foremost, I’m an open wheel and Sprint Car
fan. I love all kinds of racing. I grew up watching asphalt
races at Elko and Raceway Park, and made my way down to
LaCrosse a number of times. I saw Sprint Car racing in this
area dying. To me, it was really never that strong in this
area. Something was wrong. We had groups start and stop,
and start and stop. I guess I decided to be the one to grab
the bull by the horn because I had some experience at Cedar
Lake Speedway, and thought I knew what it would take to
start a sanctioning body. When in reality, I knew nothing
about what it would take. I was very green at it. I can look
back, and basically I embarrassed myself to begin with.
We’ve come a long ways. With all of the blessings we’ve
had, we’re growing and we have 3 programs (Winged,
Traditional and Micro) and we hope to take it from there.

Are you satisfied with the
growth the UMSS has
shown in its short
existence?
Yes and no. I’ll just start
with the Micro’s. Nobody
up here three years ago
knew what a Micro Sprint
was. I knew that was going
to take a long time to grow.
I think the Micro program
is going to start its 4th year.
We’ve got two core
owners in the Micro
Sprints. One of them being
Ed Sampair, who owns
upwards of six cars and lets
different people get into
them to help grow the
program. I would like that
one to be a little stronger,
but again, three years ago
nobody knew what Micro was. This one might take a little
longer to take where I want it to be. The middle program is
the Traditional Sprint Car program. I am extremely happy
with where that is. In fact, it’s way beyond my expectations.
This is our fifth year and I think we have 40 cars to draw
from. We had 18 cars at our opener in St. Croix Falls this
year. It seems like car count is a big deal in our industry. It
didn’t used to be, but is now and I guess with 18 cars, we’re
going in the right direction. I know we’ll have more cars out
there in the coming weeks. With most programs in the area
falling off, ours is growing. To be honest, I’m concerned
about the winged Sprint Car program. I haven’t been shy
about saying that. We have a set of rules on our engines
that are getting more and more out of control when it comes
to cost. Since day one, I’ve been working on trying to find
an alternative that’s less expensive. I don’t believe we need
700 horsepower in our winged Sprint Cars, and horsepower
costs money. I won’t give up on that. The winged program
is probably stagnant at best.
What factors lead to the creation of the non-wing division
(Traditional Sprints) of UMSS?
That’s what I grew up on. When I traveled all of the
country, the biggest traveling I did was out to the West
Coast (California and Arizona) to watch non wing Sprint

Martin DeFries photo
Cars. I also went over to Illinois and Indiana to watch the
traditional, non-wing Sprint Car. I think it’s probably best
product on the dirt track now. I don’t know if you can find a
better class of car when it comes to the racing part of it.
That’s what I was looking for. I wasn’t necessarily looking
for speed. I was looking for racing. I believe the Traditional
Sprint Car program of the UMSS is our best product. They
put on a great show. The engine itself is based on a 2barrell, mostly stock engine and we’ve proven the cost of
the engine makes the difference. Because of that, it has
grown exponentially in the last two years.
The Traditional Sprints appear to have a good mix of
young and experienced drivers?
Absolutely. We’re cannibalizing the winged part of it a little
bit, but I was pretty sure that was going to happen to the
teams that were on the edge financially or didn’t have the
time. The winged Sprint Car engine takes a tremendous
amount of maintenance during the week if you want to go
racing the next week. We’ve got drivers that have been in
the winged Sprint Cars that have moved to the Traditional
Sprint Car and we’ve got drivers like Chase Viebrock that
came out of the karts and right into a Sprint Car. We’ve got
another kid that’s going to do the same thing this year. We
have a great mix of drivers that are coming from the karts
and moving up and we also have drivers from Super Stocks
and other types of racing that have always wanted to race a
Sprint Car, but couldn’t afford it. This is a really nice avenue
for them to get into a Sprint Car.
What are your plans for the future of UMSS?
More of the same. There are two guys that have helped a lot
with this deal, Joe Kouba and Don Randall, and I always run
my ideas past them. My goal from the very beginning was
to grow the winged portion of the UMSS and that is
definitely my goal. How I go about doing that, I don’t quite
know. We are using an engine package that is popular
around the whole country, and I don’t know if that’s the

Martin DeFries photo

continued on page 19
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Photo Gallery

Steve and Nick Murgic waiting for practice at MIS
Doug Hornickel photo

A large crowd on hand for the Lumberjack show at Elko
Martin DeFries photo

Box Car races are always a big hit at LaCrosse Speedway
Bruce Nuttleman photo

Race fans getting a pit tour at Rockford Speedway
Jimmy Ambruoso photo

Eve of Destruction car Jump at Elko Speedway
Martin DeFries photo

Unity High School won the world famous bus race at Cedar Lake
Shawn Swanstrom photo
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Going in Circles

Charlie Spry
The Gregg McKarns era at the Madison International
Speedway officially kicked off on May 3rd, with the running
of the annual “Joe Shear Classic” for the ARCA Midwest
Tour cars, as well as the Midwest Trucks and Mid-American
stock cars.
Present for the event
was the originator of
this famed half-mile
track, Sam Bartus,
who had the vision
to build the highbanked wonder back
in 1969. Sam, at 93
years of age, was
always known for his
outlandish suits, and
he hasn’t missed a
beat, as he was
resplendent in a pink
and white sport coat.
Always the
showman, it was
good to have him
present.
The people
Sam Bartus at Madison
responded to
(Bruce Nuttleman photo)
Gregg’s brand of
promoting, as everyone knew well in advance exactly what
was going on here today, and with threatening weather, the
show ran off quickly, which is what I believe we can expect
to see for the weekly events planned here as well.

It was the Sauter show for the
ARCA Midwest Tour cars, as
Johnny took the win over Travis.
Lapped traffic at the end caused
some hair raising moments for
Johnny, but he hung on for the win.
John Beale made his very first start
in the series, and was fun to watch.
A few weeks ago John informed me
that he was going to attempt to run
this event, and at that time he told
me, “I won’t make the show, but
we’ll see what we can do.” Well, he
DID make the show on time, and
would have started towards the
front of the field, but decided to start
out back for his first run in the
series, saying, “There would have
Jeff Holtz crosses the stripe at MIS
been a Sauter next to me, another
(Bruce Nuttleman photo)
right behind, and then Haseleu and
others right there and I’d be right
amongst them. My crew basically told me to start in back.”
After starting last, he moved through the pack rather
methodically, as the cars starting up front began to
approach to lap. He raced hard with those he needed to for
position, but moved over for those who were in the process
of lapping. “That was hard,” Stated John. “You really had to
keep on your toes and know who you were racing. I don’t
have much experience at this, I basically needed to stay in a
groove and not move around like some of the veterans
could do.”
When all was said and done, John finished eleventh, quite
an accomplishment, and without a scratch on the car. “You
look at who was out there, the Sauters, Haseleu, Ty Majeski,
Holzhausen, all those with so much more experience. You
look at their experience, their teams, and their equipment. It
was great to be able to run like we did with these folks.”
Another driver with a couple of firsts today was Chad
Devine, racing in the trucks. Chad bought this truck last
year, and was racing at MIS for the first time ever, as well as
his first time in the truck. “It was on the bucket list to race
here,” Said Chad, “We will run three races with the truck
and then evaluate where we are to see how much more we
will do. I also plan to run some super late model races,
probably at the Dells.”

Upcoming Events
Annual Picnic and Exhibition Race at
Cedar Lake Speedway on August 8th
Dakota County Fair display in Dakota
City during the fair Aug. 10th -16th

Jeff Holtz won the Mid-Am feature, with local favorite Kody
Hubred finishing a real strong second, a great run for the
young driver. Tommy Pecaro won the truck series feature
over Blake Brown and another local favorite, Chester Ace.
We also took in the first regular Friday night show at MIS.
Most of the regulars from seasons past are back once again
to run under the NASCAR banner, including Dale
Nottestad, Casey Johnson, Jeremy Miller, Zack Riddle and
Bobby Wilberg among others. Opening night indications
lead one to believe that it will once again be a fight to the
end every week here. The aforementioned John Beale joins
in the fun this year, and Shane Morrissey had a very good
run going on opening night. Also joining in is Hunter
Drefahl, racing a former Bill Leindecker car that was raced
here by Bill in the late 1990’s, then raced by Hunter’s Dad,
Bill Drefahl Jr. for a couple of seasons. Now after a few
years of rest, the car is back in action with young Hunter
behind the wheel.

Going In Circles continued on page 17
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Salute to Dads
practice session, and like his dad, Steve—listening to Fred
Roempler, as they discussed potential changes with their
shock set ups.

trial and error that dads, who are former racers themselves,
know more than kids like to admit. It can be tough admitting
a parent is right.

I’ve known both Steve and Skylar for a long time, having
worked to secure sponsorships for both of them, when they
ran full time at La Crosse Fairgrounds Speedway over a
decade ago. While that sentence makes me feel old, it’s that
passing of time that has changed the way they interact.

DJ Weltmeyer and his dad, Dave from Dyer, Indiana are a lot
like Steve and Skylar Holzhausen. Even the grandfathers in
both families were racers, making the young guns the third
generation of drivers to hit circle tracks in the Midwest.
Both DJ (22 years old) and Skylar (25 years old) also made
their debut of automotive racing in late models, or in DJ’s
case—a super late model. That’s a move that can make
some old codgers mumble about “learning to walk before
you run,” but in both cases—the youngsters seemed to
have been able to get up to speed in record time—both
securing wins in their first years behind the wheel of their
rides.

Steve and Skylar were my first look into what it’s like to see
a father and son work together in racing. And the words
from them back then, still ring true for every single father-kid
combo that I spoke with at Illiana that afternoon.
“We tend to disagree on things.” But the funny part is, the
older the kids get, the more apt they become to listen to the
advice their dad offers. Perhaps it’s from realizing through

Racing Nuggets continued on page 18

Jacklyn Daniels-Nuttleman
When I grew up, we attended a lot of races with our dad. It
was just what we did every summer, traveling around the
Midwest. Father’s Day weekend was always a big one, as
we would load up our conversion van, with the pop-up
camper hitched to it, and head to Michigan International
Speedway for the NASCAR race weekend.
That Father’s Day weekend trip over the years had provided
many great memories for my two older brothers and me. I’ll
never forget riding our bikes late one night to speedway,
tossing them over—and then sliding ourselves under a
chain-link fence, just so we could pedal our bikes around
that big track. What a rush that was! I even dropped my
pants, squatted and peed up in turn two on the speedway
racing surface, watching it run all the way down to the
infield from between my feet. (I grew up a tomboy, what I
can say?!)
That all happened before night security spotted the three of
us screwing around on the track and ran us out of there.
The chubby guy was panting for breath, as he chased after
the three of us, trying to stifle his laughter while “hollering”
at us to get the heck out of there. You’ve never seen three
kids shimmy under a chain-link fence and throw their
bicycles over it faster than that night.
When we got back to our campsite, we fessed up to our dad
what we had done, worried that we were going to get
busted. Our dad just popped open another Pabst and
laughed. He thought it was pretty cool.
But that’s not nearly as cool as actually RACING with your
dad, which is seemingly a growing trend these days.
As I looked around in the pits at Illiana Motor Speedway,
during the Chicagoland Showdown, I couldn’t help but
notice how many dads were there, as an active part of their
kid’s racing efforts. In both the ARCA Midwest Tour, and
the ARCA/CRA Super Series, there were A LOT of dads
turning wrenches, and many of these dads were former
racers themselves.
I walked down to Skylar Holzhausen’s pit. The Bangor,
Wisconsin driver was getting things ready to go out for a

Skylar and Steve Holzhausen

Dave and DJ Weltmeyer
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Full Throttle

Today’s racers are much different. There’s no one out there
today driving a racecar of any form to feed the family. It’s
purely a hobby that gets turned into a passion, and for
some lucky ones, they might even make a little bit (or a lot,
depends on who you are) of money.

Dirty Talkin'

The turning point in the health discussion in regard to
listening to what doctors have to say and yielding to their
recommendations was in 2012, when Dale Earnhardt Jr.
pulled himself from the car for two races after sustaining
post-concussion syndromes after being in a wreck at
Talladega. That moment turned a lot of heads, not only
because a star pulled himself from his own racecar, but it
showed an importance for one’s health, beyond the racecar.
It takes a lot to get anyone to step away from what they
love to do, even if it’s just for a short time, but it shows the
importance of making your health a priority.

Shane Carlson

Driver Safety
This isn’t your daddy’s NASCAR anymore, where Ricky
Rudd tapes his eyelids open in order to race, Dale Earnhardt
battles broken bones, and Richard Petty battles stomach
problems, which should have left each of the
aforementioned drivers watching their racecars instead of
driving them.
No, today’s NASCAR hasn’t gone soft, it’s just gotten
smart. It’s a completely different mindset than generations
of racers prior; when Earnhardt and Petty and Yarborough,
and all those characters from years past, they drove
racecars because they had to put food on the table. In short,
they had to race in order to feed the family.

It is now no longer taboo for a driver to take him or herself
out of the driver’s seat if their health is at risk. Denny
Hamlin, Tony Stewart, and recently, Kyle Busch have all
spent some time on the sidelines. Some drivers pulled
themselves, but others, like Kyle Busch, were not cleared to
race. The idea behind both remains the same; if getting into
the racecar with a preexisting condition is going to possibly
hinder life after racing, it’s just not worth it.

Kris Peterson
Far away from the fame and fortune of NASCAR we have
many small local dirt tracks where you can find fun
affordable family entertainment on any given weekend from
April to October.
Dirt track racing gets in the blood and becomes a passion, a
family past time passed from generation to generation. My
husband and I have been a part of our local dirt tracks in
one form or another for many years. He does auto racing
photography at two area dirt tracks as well as an area sprint
car series. I am really just a huge fan of all forms of dirt track
racing and love watching, talking to drivers, talking to fans,
providing support to the tracks in any way possible,
attending big race events and writing about my experiences.
Our older children and grandchildren love to go to the races
with us and our youngest child is not only a fan but has
started racing herself.
I always say that our dirt track family is an amazing group
from track owners and promoters, drivers, fans, friends we
have met through the years and our photography customers
the people involved in this sport are some of the friendliest,
fun and genuinely caring circle of people I have ever known.
Early this year we received the pretty devastating news that
my husband had cancer and while the type of cancer he had
has a decent cure rate the treatment would be extremely
concentrated and devastating to the body, mind and spirit.
He is the main bread earner and virtually sole support of our
family and would soon be unable to work for an
undetermined amount of time.
A family friend decided to have a benefit for my husband to
help with all of the costs involved in the fight against this
deadly disease. While I should not have been surprised,
the outpouring of love, caring and generosity of the people
involved in this sport has been a very humbling experience.
I cannot begin to express the thankfulness I feel at being
involved in a recreational sport where everyone from driver
to race fan has really become a part of our family.
Thank you to everyone involved in keeping our local race
tracks going, for giving my family and countless other
families a place to spend time together enjoying great
entertainment and for the amazing support we have received
from our racing community in our personal time of need.
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The sportsman division may have a bit of a Rockford flavor
to it, with Robert Hansberry, Matt Lundberg and Gregg
Pruitt racing, along with Johnny Robinson II. Also joining in
is Darrell Garman, who returns to action. Newcomers include
rookies Ray Hellenbrand and Steve Anderson. Ryan
Goldade ran both late model and sportsman on opening
night, looking tough to beat in the sportsman class, scoring
a clean sweep.
The Bandit division will likely grow, with a decent field here
on opening night. Again the regulars such as Dan Snyder,
Brandon Delacy, Nick and Dave Schmidt should provide
plenty of action on the “Ring Of Fire” oval. Several rookies
were on hand on opening night, which will add more to the
car count. Also racing here at least part time is Brian
Paulson, former Bandit champ at Columbus 151 and the
Dells. Brian also raced this very same car on the dirt earlier
this year at the Lafayette County Speedway.
As the season moves along at MIS, more cars are coming
out to compete. Recently in the late model division Brent
Edmunds, Pat Richgels and Russ Grossen have joined in the
fun. Russ took last year off, but has returned this year once
again to the track that is only a short distance from his
home. He is a veteran of many years on the short tracks, as I
remember him racing here with a fluorescent orange 1955
Chevy hobby stock back in 1969. He was also well known
for his Corvair bodied late model. We’ve lost some of the
ingenuity like that in racing and it’s too bad.
More drivers are coming out weekly in the Bandit division,
including Lyle Phillips, Tytus Helgestad, and Cade Watters.
The four cylinder racers here put on an outstanding show

every week. If these races
run last on the card, I ask
people to not get up and
leave, but stick around
and watch. They put on a
great show!

Jake Gille picked up two in a
row early in the season at
Rockford Speedway
(Jimmy Ambruoso photo)

At the Rockford
Speedway, so far in the
late model division it has
been Jake Gille and
Michael Bilderback
looking very strong. Jake
is a model of
consistency, winning two
features in a row at one
point, and finishing close
on all the other nights.
For Michael, he has run
very strong as of late
after a little bit of hard luck the first couple of weeks. Both
have done an outstanding job. I wouldn’t count out
defending champion Jon Reynolds Jr., either, as he is well
known for coming on strong late in the year. It is going to
be an interesting year here in all of the divisions.
Dave Edwards and Mike Beyer recently made their first
showings of the season in the late model division here, and
I’d expect both to make a few shows this year. Dave is a
pretty steady racer in the Big 8 series, but also will race
pretty much anywhere and at anytime.
More new drivers are out in the sportsman division here as
well. Chad Smith missed a couple of weeks, but immediately
showed he would be tough to beat, recently winning the
feature on what I believe was only his second night out.
2010 Roadrunner champion Robert Roush is now out with

his sportsman car, looking pretty strong his first night out.
The sportsman division here seems to be pretty much wide
open. Deanna Chandler continues to really run strong,
racing toe-to-toe with many with much more experience.
Trevor Robinson recently had a special kind of night in the
Roadrunner division, saying, “I won every race on that
night that I was entered in. Never had that happen before.
Everything has to go right for you, and that happened.”
Most racers dream of that kind of night!
Recently, the Bandit division made their first ever start on a
Saturday night, as this division usually races on the
Wednesday night shows here. Christopher Jones won their
feature, and of note, also won the American Short Tracker
feature the previous week in another car. The Bandits are a
more “stock” class, where the AST division features much
more modified cars. Looks like he may be busy this year!

Bus Race Bonanza
Cedar Lake Speedway held their annual bus race in the month of May in front of another packed house.

Ryan Nuttleman photo

Shawn Swanstrom photos
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expensive to keep two cars running, and it was better to
focus the efforts on their son.
“Today it means more to me to watch him race,” said Tom.
“When he wins his first feature it will be a crowning
moment.”

Racing Nuggets from page 15
Winning is the end-game for any serious racer, and being
involved in racing is literally in their blood. Many of these
youngsters have grown up watching their dad’s race,
helping in the pits—immersing themselves in this love of
racing that ultimately led to their own seat behind the wheel.
Building the car together has been a real bonding experience
for the Weltmeyers. Dave knew it was time to pass the torch
when they couldn’t afford to have two cars, and DJ was
successfully showcasing his abilities. As with nearly every
racing operation, the finances can make or break your
season.
“It can be terrible stressful sometimes, but it’s getting
easier. The best part is knowing how much we put into the
car. We fail together and we have success together,” said
DJ, who is going to school to become a mechanical
engineer.
Another father-son racing combo that was born and raised
at race tracks is that of 19-year-old Austin Nason and his
father, Fred who hail from Rosco, Illinois.
“I knew he was going to become a racer when he started
telling me I was entering the corners wrong,” said the elder

The Chicagoland Showdown at Illiana was just Andy’s 10th
super late model race of his career. The Gurnee, Illinois duo
is quickly developing into a solid venture.
“Building the car was the best thing. We got a lot of ideas
from each other. It was really cool,” says Tom. “But it’s
tough. Until they get to be about 25, they don’t want to
know anything from their father,” he added.

Ty and Brad Majeski

(This is obviously a common thread among all of these
family racing relationships!)
Regardless, the communication has been improving
dramatically between Brad and Ty on the track. Earlier this
season at Dells Raceway Park, Brad got a huge boost to his
spotting confidence, when Ty told him that he did a
tremendous job helping him successfully navigate through
an on-track incident between Dennis Prunty and Joel
Theisen.
While Brad has always been a part of Ty’s racing from the
days of go-karts to present, it’s obvious that today, it’s
even more pride-filled as Ty has tasted more success on a
larger stage. Becoming the first driver to ever secure both a
Rookie-of-the-Year title AND a championship in the same
season with the ARCA Midwest Tour last year was huge,
but also winning during Speedweeks in New Smyrna,
Florida, this past February, and having a solid showing at
other events down south too.

The same situation rings true for the only father-daughter
combo that was present at Illiana that afternoon—Chuck
and Natalie Decker from Eagle River, Wisconsin.
“It’s hard to take his advice, but I’ve since realized it’s
better to do so,” says 16-year-old Natalie, who is currently
in North Carolina, taking part in this year’s NASCAR Drive
for Diversity program.
“The best times are obviously when things are running
good,” says Chuck, who has watched his daughter come
through the ranks; winning a feature in each division the
first year she entered them.
Winning isn’t everything, but it sure is sweeter when it’s
done with your dad; it would appear by all of the drivers
that I talked to at Illiana. And it’s nice to know that there are
young drivers out there that are capitalizing on a bonding
experience with their dads; many of whom have spent the
better part of their lives doing this thing we all love so

This season, with this new role of spotting, it’s really
become a great bonding experience for the pair.

Fred and Austin Nason
Nason. And Austin proved he knew what he was talking
about—winning his first Championship in 2012—driving the
same car that his dad piloted to championships of his own
in 2007 and 2008.

“It’s pretty cool having him directly be a part of our racing
through spotting,” says Ty.
Fathers and sons definitely develop a greater connection
when they are working together in racing.
Tom Jones, the “Zero Hero” of racing fame from the former
ASA series, is enjoying just that with his son, Andy. Like
many dads who were former racers, it just got to be too

“We’re too alike,” says Austin. “Sometimes that isn’t so
good,” he added with a laugh. “But dad understands and
knows me the best.”
That can be incredibly helpful when it’s your dad spotting
for you, as Fred has been known to do for Austin over the
years. Communication by men sometimes gets a bad
reputation, but when you know someone very well—like a
father-son racing combo do—being able to communicate
easily to one another is invaluable.

Chuck and Natalie Decker

The same holds true for Seymour, Wisconsin’s Ty Majeski,
whose father, Brad is his spotter this season. A new role for
him, that became a regular stint this spring.
“The hardest part is getting him to listen to me all the time,”
says Brad.

Andy and Tom Jones
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The Debut of the CLS Dash

For the 2015 racing season, Cedar Lake Speedway has put a new twist on
NASCAR sanctioning for its weekly racers. Rather than trying to maximize the
number of shows drivers have to compete in for season ending awards, Cedar
Lake went with a condensed, six-race event schedule during the racing season
titled the NASCAR Dash. It’s like a combination of racing for weekly points, a
touring series and running at your home track all rolled into one. The six-event
series will also include an increased event purse each night, along with a point
fund exceeding $60,000.
Short track drivers across the nation (regardless of sanction) typically have to
run as many shows as possible to maximize their chances at the top prize. Years
ago, 20+ shows were required to have a shot at a national championship,
making it difficult for drivers in the Northern States to compete against drivers
in warmer climates. The six-race series gives weekly racers the opportunity to
focus their racing efforts on just a two weekends per month in June, July and
August, freeing up time for other racing events, or activities away from the
track.

series features complete race events each night of Late Models, Modifieds, Pro Stocks
and Midwest Modifieds.
The progressive point structure used for the series is unique to the area, and gives drivers
several opportunities to earn points. “Racing fans in the area love special events
especially, at Cedar Lake Speedway” mentioned Brad Both, CLS owner. “Each one of the
Dash events is a special because you’re not sure which area superstars will show up for a
share of the
purse. That has
always been the
thrill of Cedar
Lake – the who’s
who in the
Midwest always
show up at the
track.”

The NASCAR Dash kicks off in June with two events on the 6 & 20. Two more
events are scheduled for July 18 & 25, and the final two August 15 & 29. The

Bernhagen continued from page 11
right engine package to use in the Twin Cities. With the
Traditional Sprint Car program growing like it is, I don’t
know what the correct thing to do is down the road. I’ve
talked to people who have told me to be stingy with it and

keep it at St. Croix Valley. I’ve also had people tell me it
would be a really good idea travel around a little bit to other
tracks in the area so it can grow even more. On the Micro
Sprint side, I would love to get the numbers up there and
get back to the point where they have a full show on Friday
nights. Really, it’s a lot of the same.

Shawn Swanstrom photo

The UMSS Traditional Sprints (shown
below) have grown by leaps and bounds
in the last several years

Martin DeFries photo
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The Midwest Racing Connection Directory Page

Hillside
Drywall
Shakopee, MN

612-812-0278

Downtown Shakopee
952-445-9668

Truck
and Auto
Street Stock/Sportsmen Parts
I-90 and Hwy. 162 Bangor, WI 54614-0409
800-562-0907

LaCrosse, WI

www.dcaracefab.com

Red Wing, MN

1-800-634-9666
www.wilsonoilcompany.com

www.aRaceWorthWinning.org

Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and YouTube
www.facbook.com/themidwestracingconnection
@MidwestRace
wwww.youtube.com/theracingconnection
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