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Publisher's Note
Racing According
to Plan

Dan Plan
On inauguration night, I opted to watch old racing
videos on YouTube instead of watching all of the
pomp and circumstance on regular TV. One of the
events I watched was an ARTGO race at the
Milwaukee Mile from 1988.
During the later stages of the race, Dick Trickle was
leading, but it was obvious that Joe Shear had a faster
car on the long runs. Shear even made it up to the
inside of Trickle’s left-rear going into turn three with a
few laps to go. In this day and age, the driver in 2nd
place would have just “dumped him” and went on with
the win. But during this era, Shear held his line and
Trickle held his line.Trickle went in just a bit deeper to
hold off Shear for the win. It was classic ARTGO
racing.

Don’t Break The Tape
February 2017

Watching this race reminded me of another race that
took place 16 years ago. During the early 2000’s, Elko
Speedway ran Modifieds on a weekly basis Saturday
nights. Two of the top drivers at the time were Paul
Neisius and Curt Barfkenecht (aka Cletis).
It’s not very often that I give drivers advice on how to
drive, and I’m pretty sure Cletis didn’t need any
advice from me, but I offered it anyway. It was late in
the season, and Curt seemed a little down on his luck
as I walked by his car on my way to the bleachers. He
was starting near the rear of the field, and didn’t think
he had a chance to beat his rival on this night. I’d seen
this test with tape done before, so I went to his trailer,
and grabbed a roll of duct tape. I ran the tape from the
hood, across the front bumper and to the nose. I told
him if you don’t break the tape, you can win this race.
Lo and behold, the sum bitch drove through the pack;
never laid a bumper on anyone, and won by a half-car
length. I’m not sure if I had any impact on the driving
style of Cletis that particular night, but it was pretty
cool to see him pick up the win.
Now, before I go any farther, I have to give special
thanks to Martin DeFries for digging through his
negatives to find this photo. There was a day and age
that photographers had to get their pictures developed
and see how they turned out. It turns out, this one was
spot on, and I’m going to ask Cletis to autograph it.
These two races reminded me that things are
somewhat different now. The majority of asphalt
racers aren’t willing to race someone clean these days
on the last lap. If you’re leading on the last lap, and
second place is near you, you better pull those belts
tight. Somebody is going to break the tape.

P.O. Box 22111
St. Paul MN, 55122
651-451-4036
www.theracingconnection.com
Publisher
Dan Plan
Contributing Writers
Shane Carlson
Dale P. Danielski
Kris Peterson
Jacklyn Daniels-Nuttleman
Jason Searcy
Dean Reller
Charlie Spry
Photographers

Jim Ambruoso (815-623-3200)
Jeff Blaser (715-498-7544)
Martin DeFries (651-346-1199)
TJ Harron (608-301-0993)
Doug Hornickel (920-563-0993)
Tom Loos (715-370-7895)
Mark Melchiori (414-463-0131)
Bruce Nuttleman (612-860-6622)
Vince Peterson (612-419-6372)
Mary Schill/Forte Design (608-792-1317)
Jerry Zimmer (715-792-2174)
The Midwest Racing Connection is published six times
during the summer racing season by The Plan Company,
Inc. All material is copyrighted 2016 and may not be
reprinted without permission. Subscriptions are $20 for
six issues. Call 651-451-4036.

Cover photos by: Martin DeFries, Bruce Nuttleman,
Rockford Speedway, Dan Plan and Owen Richards
Member of the NMPA
National Motorsports Press Association

651-346-1199

Martin DeFries photo

February 2017

Page 4

The Midwest Racing Connection Directory Page

Downtown Shakopee
952-445-9668

Red Wing, MN

1-800-634-9666
www.wilsonoilcompany.com

RaceFab

3BDJOH1BSUTt$VTUPN.FUBM'BCSJDBUJPO
La Crosse, WI
www.dcaracefab.com

Daniel Navrestad
Tel: 608.781.3929

Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and YouTube
www.facebook.com/themidwestracingconnection
www.twitter.com/MidwestRace
www.youtube.com/theracingconnection

Hillside
Drywall
Shakopee, MN

612-812-0278

Page 5

February 2017

Dave raced street stock/pure
stock cars primarily at Wausau’s
State Park Speedway, but would
venture to other tracks on
occasion. He also raced a late
model for awhile, then went
back to the street stocks, which
he said he enjoyed much more.
I always made sure to stop and
chat with Dave when I made the
trip to SPS. He always had time
to stop and chat with a big smile
on his face. My records indicate
that Dave scored four career
feature wins in the street stocks
at Wausau.

Going in
Circles

Charlie Spry
The past couple of months have been a rough time for
racing folks in various areas in Wisconsin and northern
Illinois, as we have lost three good racing people who
were very highly involved in the sport we all enjoy.
First off, in late November we lost Rich Storkson.
Rich was a former racer in southern Wisconsin,
starting out in the “Road Warrior” division at Jefferson
Speedway. He also raced late models for awhile,
racing in the late 1980’s-early 1990’s. He raced
mostly at Columbus, Jefferson and the Dells, then quit
racing to concentrate on his growing family, and
helping out his sons, Kenny and Mike “Spike”
Storkson. I didn’t know Rich very well, but raced with
his sons in the Bandit class, and know that Rich was
very much a dedicated family man, and his children
show the same spirit.
In early December central Wisconsin racers were
surprised of the sudden passing of Dave Lashua.

Then in December we lost one
of the true icons of the Rockford
Speedway, as Stan Burdick
passed away. Stan was at the
track when I started attending
races there in 1969, and was
present this past year as well. I
feel honored to have gotten a
couple of chances to talk with
him the past couple of years.
You could tell by the huge smile on his face that he
truly was “home” at the speedway and enjoyed the
atmosphere and the people there. Many will
remember his blue and white 1955 Chevrolet pickup
truck that was a long time fixture at the track as well.
I personally had my first racing experiences at the
Rockford Speedway back in 1980, when I tried my
hand at spectator one-on-one racing, which was huge
at the time. Stan would be the guy who matched up
cars and drivers in a rough similarity, and he was very
fair. His cigar-chomping scowl would stop any tomfoolery amongst the competitors, other than burnouts,
which he tolerated. He truly had a heart of gold and

Stan Burdick - Rockford Speedway photo

Dave Lashua - Facebook page photo

was great at what he did. I heard that he had been at
the speedway for nearly seventy years. Simply
outstanding!
On January 15th I took in my first race of the new
year, which was the “Winter Thunder” ice racing on
Lake DuBay near Mosinee, Wi. Winning the FWD
rubber heats were Brandon Polansky and Jim Schara,
while Scott Ostricki won the studded division heat.
RWD rubber division heats were won by Dale Louze
and John Lietz. In feature action, it was Ryan
Sawitzke winning the FWD rubber feature, with
Ostricki winning the studded feature. John Lietz took
the win in the RWD rubber feature. I was fortunate
to ride along with Dale during his heat
win, which was a close one. It is unreal
to sit in the passenger side and watch
another car right next to you, with maybe
just a little rubbing. When you are racing
yourself you can’t see that on the
passenger side like this (although you can
feel it!)
It was a pleasure to chat extensively with
“Grandpa Bob” Dalsky. Bob had raced
for many years throughout Wisconsin and
beyond on dirt and pavement back into
the 1960’s, and has quite an involvement
in helping out here at Lake DuBay.
Sidelined after back surgery, Bob said
that he could either stay home and
wonder what was going on or drive out
here and watch from his car. you know
what he chose! Always a treat to talk
with Bob and everyone here!
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Auto Racing Facts,
Observances and
Opinions

Dale P. Danielski
Pretty neat to see that the Golden Sands Speedway of
Plover, WI., will be celebrating a 50 year Anniversery
this year. Of course I’ve written about the little high
speed track in the past but it never gets old talking
about it, especially since I’ve been involved off and on
with the place for practically my entire life!
Now that the track has new ownership it appears that
another 50 years of racing is a possibility and I’ll be
there the entire way supporting the effort even at a
spry 109 years of age.
The Plover track is one of the few these days that
really doesn’t have issues with urban sprawl as it is all
farming and industry in the area. We seem to be losing
so many tracks anymore due to neighbor’s complaints
and increasing land values for construction of
something other than a racing facility. The few homes
reasonably close to this track have race fans inhabiting
them so problems in that regard have been practically
non-existent. There have been discussions through the
years of one of the big potato producers in the region
turning it into additional farming acreage but that has
never materialized. Rumors of a trucking company
going in there never reached fruition either. That is all
well and good as having grown up in Central
Wisconsin and followed all the stars that have raced
there it only seems right it should remain a racetrack.
Furthermore it just seems likes the Plover, Wisconsin
Rapids populaces have always been racing oriented
producing many race cars and the fans to follow them.
Of course if it were not for Sam Bartus building the
track back in 1967 who knows how long we would
have waited to witness super fast, paved, short track
racing on a high banked oval, as flat asphalt tracks
ruled the roost in the early 1960s. Maybe it was more
luck and a little anger mixed in that it happened as
Bartus was peeved by losing his lease at the nearby
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Griffith Park Speedway which he also built and ran. A
so typical through the years “spite” track to get at the
other promoter, but in this case it turned out a lot more
positive than negative as the sport was changing and a
track of this design fit right into the soon to be new era
of racing. Everything from land purchase to out
buildings and the construction of the facility itself
including the race track cost Bartus $100,000. Try to
find even a parcel of land for a commercial use for
that price today. Not going to happen. Of course that’s
why so many of the tracks throughout the land that
have been shuttered and gobbled up never get
replaced as what would it cost to replace them in
today’s dollars?
So it was with Sam Bartus building his new “Super”
Speedway and promising great things for racing. He
wasn’t wrong as the oval located half way between
Plover and Wisconsin Rapids brought great car counts
and huge throngs of fans from everywhere right from
the onset. It’s well documented that Dick Trickle won
the first ever Feature race at the speedway, a 25 lap
affair, on Thursday night, May 25th, 1967 and the
speedway certainly helped him further his career as
this type of experience on a high speed track could
take you nearly anywhere in the Country and be
capable of winning. Trickle wasn’t the only one as it’s
truly amazing how many great race drivers have tried
their hand at conquering the “Sands oval. Of course 50
years of longevity certainly helps in that regard. Just
looking at some that have raced there and this is a
very PARTIAL list, hard to believe I know, include:
Trickle, Tom Reffner, who by the way won the first
extra length Feature at the track a 50 lapper on May
30th, 1967, Marv Marzofka, Marlin Walbeck, Jim
Back, Dave Marcis, Lyle Nabbefeldt, Dave Field,
Gordie Clay, Rich Somers, Jere O’Day, Jerry Smith,
Sonny Immerfall, Nelson Drinkwine, Randy Sweet,
Ramo Stott, Andy Hampton, Mark Martin, John
Ziegler, Joe Kryzkowski, Mike Miller Joe Shear, Ron
Beyer, John Brevik, Larry Detjens, Dan Prziborowski,
Neil Callahan, Jim Sauter, John Reimer, Dave Watson,
Jon Chrest, Bob Jusola, Whitey Harris, Kevin Stepan,
Kirby Kurth, Don James, Tom Jensen, Dale
Walworth, Bill Wirtz, Dick Duerst, Fuzzy Fassbender,
Neil Sederberg, Dick St. John, Bryan Reffner, Kevin
Peterson, Kevin Nuttleman, Steve Holzhausen, Don
“Thunder” Turner, Allen Check, Larry Baumel, Gary
Back, Fritz Bishofberger, Joe Jones, Don Bandt, Orv
Buelow, M.G. Gajewski, Bill Retallick, Larry Sparks,
Harold “Fluff” Furo, Eugene Gregorich, Jr., Harold
Oaks, Don Trapp, Ken Mras, Terry Bivins, Roger
Cummings, Kevin Cywinski, Larry Steinback, Dick
Bently, Joe Milanowski, Ev Fox, Don Rodah, Ron
Breeze Jr., John McNamara, Homer Spink, Les
Katzner, Dick Schultz, (Why in the World did I even
attempt to come up with such a list) Steve Moll, Todd
Stapleman, Wayne Breitenfeldt, Orv Buelow, Ron
Waite, Dick Severson, Warren Droesser, Chuck
Green and Chuck Green, Jeff Weinfurter, Delmar
Kemnetz, Matt Kenseth, Harold Mueller, “Dago”
Louie Vetrone, Roy Schmidtke, Morrie Piotrowski,
Jason Weinkauf, Ed Nichols, Pete Mahlum, Tom

Schaller, Rex Rossier, Chris Weinkauf, Bucky Linhart,
Cal Breezer, Rocky Breezer, Fred Beckler, La Vern
Grandal, Steve Carlson, Bob Mackesy, Greg Delap,
Floyd Fairfield, Steve Burgess, Roy Bohm, Jason
Schuler, John Pleuss, Jim Bohmsach, Larry Anderson,
Les Laub, Jim Hornung, Ted Musgrave, Bobby
Turzinski, Ty Majeski, Mike Reichenberger, Frank
Nitzke, Mark Eswein, Bryan Roach, Jerry Peterson,
Mike Mattson, Les Back, “Cub” Rezin, Rick Haase,
Rick Somers, Bob Senneker, Lyle Nowak, Rene
Scheinoha, Dalton Zehr, Bob Fox, Cecil Henderson,
Jeannie Kind, Keith Witt, Rick Wateski, Neil
Knoblock, Donnie Woller, Tim Sauter, Rory
Melbinger, Wayne Lodholz, Eddie Hoffman, Scott
Wimmer, Christian Elder, Shane Sparks, Gary Porter,
Don Hanneman, Rory Melbinger, Jim Ross, Bart
Horstman.
Of course with any good thing comes some
controversy at some point and with Sam Bartus
running things there was a fair share of that. Track
safety issues among other things caused a driver
boycott of the track in 1969 which saw it closed for
several months. Once the problems were worked out
however it was back to business and the track
continued under Sam’s promotional hand for a number
of years. In the words of long time racer, promoter,
and restaurant/bar owner Jere O’Day, “Sam was
great at getting things built but always struggled with
financing and running the tracks afterward.”
Unfortunately that ultimately caused Sam to lose the
track but others came in and kept the speedway open.
The list of those included Jere’O’Day and Dean
Spohn, Paul Kaczrowski, Ralph Jacobson, Phil
Bickley, Terry Preuser, and most recently Darrell
Basseuner. There was a period of five years just
before the Preuser reign that the track was closed but
continued to be classified as a race track and
grandfathered in utilizing originally agreed on bylaws
and regulations by holding at least one event a year.
Impromptu events were held but that eventually ended
as well and the track to re-open had to get up to
current standards to operate. Preuser was the first to
attempt it along with yours truly. Accomplishing this
was no small feat as trying to get up to date to current
Township and County regulations and standards
required a bunch of time and money to conform. The
track was supposed to reopen early in 1988 but it
wasn’t until the Fall of the year that it finally did. The
improvements were great and the track itself held up
quite well considering all the years of inactivity and
racing much to the delight of area fans was back! In
another one of those trivial but yet significant moments
it was Mike Reichenberger the first driver to take to
the track for the re-opening race. Preuser’s stay was
quite short but it can’t be underestimated how
important he was in getting the place reopened to
allow racing to happen again. The Basseuner family
took it a step further especially as far as physical
improvements and as a result the venue is considered
one of the best in the State.

continued on page 10
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Dale's Pictures from the Past
Dale’s Pics from the past. Some of the many Golden Sands Speedway racers. Jim Hornung #7, Tom Jensen #9, Steve
Burgess #12 and Jim Weber #28, #36 Joe Shear, #87 Bryan Reffner, #56 Larry Anderson, Tim Sauter #5 Marv
Marzofka, #52 Bart Horstman. Photo credits to Bob Bergeron, Marg/Farar, Mussoni collection, Dale P. Danielski.
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continued from page 8
And that now brings the track to its current state
with Mark Smiley and son Cody in control. What
that means for now is to hold a full season of race
events which hasn’t happened in quite some time.
Other improvements will be made and additional
events are planned. The original group of racers
participating back when the track first opened, the
Central Wisconsin Racing Association will have
events at the track this year as well. Things that go
around so often come around and if all the
excitement that was created from day one is back
and maintained, the track hopefully will see another
50 years of racing. In this case we can only hope
history does repeat itself.
Here and there...The Teepee Supper Club of
Tomah, WI., was torn down here recently. That
may not mean much to most people but the Club
when owned by Francis Kelly was a huge
supporter of Dick Trickle’s racing efforts. Kelly
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helped Trickle on a local scale but was also
instrumental in getting Dick into USAC stock car
racing as well as in some NASCAR races in the
1960s...Promoters from Wisconsin tracks Dells Motor
Speedway, State Park Speedway, Marshfield Motor
Speedway, Golden Sands Speedway and the
TUNDRA Series have gotten together to form the
United Motorsports Association. The group is hoping
to come up with standardized rules for a number of
different classes of short track paved racing which at
this point is needed but will take a gargantuan effort to
pull off. The group has also rekindled the long running
and very successful Wisconsin Challenge Series with
events to be held at the aforementioned tracks...Well
now NASCAR Cup after originally stealing short
tracks Nationwide Thunder by taking Saturday nights
for holding their Cup events have now decided to steal
the format short tracks have used for their programs
for as long as anyone can remember. That being
multiple races making up each event for their
scheduled shows. NASCAR is calling them separate
segments making up one race but basically they are
trying to duplicate what short tracks do across the
land. Has NASCAR ever come up with anything on

their own? We’ll see how all this shakes out as
the new format will begin with the Daytona 500
February 26th....
And, looking back at on July 5th, 1970 it was
Marv Marzofka winning the 50 lap Feature at
Golden Sands Speedway. Following Marzofka
were Tom Reffner, Bill Wirtz, Roy Schmidtke
and George Thornton. On 8/16/1996 it was
Wayne Breitenfeldt taking the Late Model
Feature race win at Golden Sands Speedway.
Rick Somers was 2nd followed by Bobby
Turzinski. On August 10th, 1997 it was Eddie
Hoffman taking the ARTGO Series 100 lap
Feature win at Golden Sands Speedway.
Following Hoffman were Steve Carlson, Joe
Shear, Ron Breeze, Jr., and Rex Rossier.
Questions, comments, opinions and other
information welcome at Starmaker Multimedia
967 10th Ave N Ste A, Onalaska, WI 54650 608783-5827 or at dale@starmakermultimedia.com
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Politics of the Heart
divided friends and families like never before. It’s
honestly a sad state of where we are as human
beings.
We’ve given the political parties too much power over
us and our views, as we can’t look at anything unless
It’s through the prism of our beliefs—and then it’s not
enough to disagree; we have to spout off about how
wrong the other guy is, or make some snarky dig at
them.
It’s a lot like listening to pre-teen siblings trying to get
the last word in an argument.

Jacklyn Daniels-Nuttleman
Racing season can’t get here soon enough. I’ve had it
with political rants, pointing fingers, deceitful twisting
of words, and the women protesting who were
dressed as fallopian tubes and other titillating parts of
the female anatomy.
I don’t know about you, but I’m still having nightmares
that resemble the old intermission film clip from drivein theaters, only instead of hot dogs and popcorn
marching along and singing, they’ve been replaced by
lady parts with googly-eyed faces.
Honestly, I get it—everyone has fears, opinions,
issues, etc. But that’s just it—EVERYONE has these
things—REGARDLESS of who is in office. Yet, this
round of elections has left a wake of vitriol which has

I remember seeing the movie “Bambi” at the drive-in
theater when I was a kid. I distinctly remember
Thumper’s mother telling him, “If you can’t say
something nice; say nothing!”
If I had a nickel for every time I’ve typed a comment
on someone’s status on Facebook and then
backspaced quickly, deleting my thoughts, I’d be a
very rich woman. I’ve always been a firm believer
that less is more, unless we’re talking about cake.
Then I’m all about the corner piece, but that’s another
story.
While I’m hopeful, I don’t anticipate the starting of
engines will quell much of the venom that’s coursing
through your social media feed, but it should provide
another outlet to immerse ourselves in to get away
from the daily, ritualistic sniping. At least that’s what
I’m praying for anyway.
By the time this issue goes to press, there should be
public knowledge of exactly what the trajectory will be

for Ty Majeski’s career. I’m pretty excited about that.
We’ve been waiting a long time to officially hear it. I
won’t type anything more on that, because it’s not my
news to tell—it’s his—but I’m over the moon about
this journey that he will be embarking upon.
And you should be too, because this is the kind of
story that we need so desperately right now: Good
news for an underdog that didn’t come courtin’ race
teams in Charlotte with a thick wallet, but instead with
talent.
Majeski’s story should give us hope—more than any
election or social issue—because it’s the classic story
of rising through the ranks by putting in the time and
effort to develop your talent, as well as knowing how
to surround yourself with a great team to help guide
you through the gauntlet, competing successfully
against some of the best racers in the entire country—
many right here in the Midwest.
Will there be detractors of Majeski? Of course; that’s
America’s favorite past time. People love to hate; just
look at your social media newsfeed since the election.
But in the end, just like with the political wrangling,
we’re all going to be OK. And so will Majeski—with
our without you cheering for him—because when the
dust settles, it’s the heart that matters most.
Let me assure you, nobody can touch the competitive
heart that beats inside of Ty Majeski. Good luck to
you, buddy!
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Jasmer: “I’m Proud to have been One of
the Founders of the Sport”
In an effort to promote his business, he and a handful
of others, notably Bigfoot owner, Bob Chandler, began
to beef up their trucks like no one had ever done
before with bigger tires, monstrous motors, stronger
drivelines, and taller suspensions.
Jasmer need look no further than his own daily driver
to beef up, a 1970 Chevrolet K-10.
Jasmer told The Midwest Racing Connection “As time
went on, to promote our own four-wheel drive
businesses, we started building our trucks bigger and
bigger…as a matter of fact, what people now know of
as monster trucks happened quite by accident.”
Monster truck racing is largely a byproduct of the
innovation that was behind building big 4x4s to race
through the mud.

Shane Carlson
Located just off of Highway 65 about 30 miles North
of St. Paul, sits a monster truck time capsule, and you
may just miss it if you don’t look hard enough.
A lone Chevrolet Silverado sits in the parking lot at the
facility where monster truck history was made and a
sport was engineered. The facility still houses a brand
recognized across the world.

“The trucks evolved rapidly from just being big mud
trucks, into the first generation of monster trucks with
the 48-inch tires,” Jasmer said.

Jasmer, along with building a brand for his truck, has
created a branding image for himself.
Clad in denim jeans and a denim button-down shirt,
with a large gray beard, long hair, and a well-worn
cowboy hat, Everett Jasmer’s appearance is
unmistakable. He’s the kind of cool guys want to be.
Especially when he puts on his trademark aviator
sunglasses.

Together, the two drivers
were featured in the first
televised monster truck race
on the TV show, That’s
Incredible! in 1983.

Everett Jasmer is the owner of USA-1 4x4 Inc. and
the innovator behind the iconic USA-1 Chevrolet
monster truck which was one of the founding names in
the first generation of monster trucks.

Jasmer quit high school after 10th grade and then went
onto a vocational school for two years. He didn’t need
teachers to tell him what he should do with his life. He
already knew.
Jasmer was wrenching on cars and trucks, creating his
own shop business and also building hot rods and drag
cars in what little free time he had. Over time, he
progressed into building 4x4 trucks long before there
was an aftermarket for 4x4s.

In 1987, he began to build a 1988 Silverado, with
factory backing from Chevrolet for everything Jasmer
needed to build a new truck. He signed a three-month
contract with Chevrolet to tour the country in early
1988 to promote Chevrolet at auto shows and garner
attention to the brand.
He had been pushing for an organized racing series for
a number of years, but nothing had materialized.
“I built the ’88 USA-1 with the intention of racing,
knowing that there wasn’t a racing series yet,” he
said.
Soon after he contracted to tour with Chevrolet, an
official monster truck racing series was formed,
starting immediately. The TNT Monster Truck Racing

Bob Chandler and Everett
Jasmer forged a close
relationship off the track, and
a fierce relationship on the
track.
“It was the first rivalry in what
we now know as monster
truck racing, having come
from NHRA Drag Racing
background and idolizing The
Snake and The Mongoose. I
always wanted Bigfoot and
USA-1 to be the monster
truck version of The Snake
and The Mongoose,” Jasmer
said.

A business which formerly employed as many as 15
people is now staffed by just one man.

He continued to use the truck for promotional
purposes and car crushes, but Jasmer had grander
visions.

Fans who watched that first
race saw two trucks similar in
stature and color. The Ford of
Bigfoot was blue, as was
USA-1 at the time. With just a
handful of trucks built, Jasmer
wanted to stand out, so he
repainted the truck pearl white
with all new USA-1 graphics,
as it remains to this day.

Bruce Nuttleman photos

continued on page 13
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continued from page 12
Series was unveiled in 1988 and would crown the first
monster truck racing champion at the end of the
season.
Jasmer was very concerned about having to miss the
first three months of the new racing series, but
honored his contract to Chevrolet for the duration, and
joined the TNT circuit having missed roughly a third of
the season. The only way to go was up.
“My intention was just to do the best we could in ’88,”
he said. “I started driving the first two events, and my
dream had come true, only that I couldn’t fulfill it
because I wasn’t a good driver anymore. The business
had grown so big, and I had so much on my mind,
from building, to promoting, to maintaining these
trucks, that I realized (Everett) wasn’t a good race
driver anymore. That was when I made one of the
most difficult, but probably one of the best decisions I
made in my career.”
Instead of driving the truck himself, Jasmer tapped
then-hauler driver, Rod Litzau, to execute the driving
duties of USA-1.
“I knew in my heart he was going to be a good driver,
even though he had never driven the truck before,
except for loading and unloading it,” Jasmer said. “It
was the best business decision for USA-1 because he
went out and won that first championship for USA-1
in 1988.”

brought with it faster trucks. It was hard for
Jasmer and the USA-1 team to keep up, but
they still remained one of the toughest outs on
the circuit.
As the sport moved into the 1990s, it ushered in
a new era based more on entertainment than
racing. The TNT series folded, and so did
Everett’s vision of having a series solely
focused on racing.
A few other series popped up sporadically
within the ‘90s and early 2000s, but nothing
stuck other than what is now known as
Monster Jam.

Shane behind the wheel of USA-1

“I wanted to see the sport go a different
direction, and I was very disappointed, and that’s why
I was out of the scene for many years, because I
didn’t care to go the direction the sport was going,” he
said. “I wanted a legitimate racing series and the sport
took a different turn, and more power to them.
They’re making millions and it’s turned into an
incredible series.”
Though Jasmer’s vision of a true racing series may
have been derailed, he’s still proud of the contributions
he has made to the sport.
“It’s gotten much bigger than I ever dreamed it would,
and I’m proud to be one of the founders of the sport,”
he said.

“As excited as I was about winning that championship,
I believe I was more excited about the prospect that
we had set the foundation for a new motorsport.”

USA-1 was largely out of the fray until this past
December, when Monster Jam returned to
Minneapolis for the first time at the newly-christened
U.S Bank Stadium.

Jasmer got what he wanted; he had a competitive
monster truck racing series that met his standards of
straight-line drag racing with an emphasis on the
motorsports aspect, and he had the first title in the
history of monster truck racing.

“I’ve had an opportunity recently to get back involved
with the biggest people in the business, Monster Jam
and Feld Entertainment, and we’re starting to do some
things with them now, and I’m excited and look
forward to the future.”

The TNT series gained the attention of others and

Jasmer took part in the festivities that weekend and

brought out the 1988 USA-1 as he was honored in
front of 52,000 of his hometown fans.
Jasmer said of the experience, “I expected a good
response from the crowd, but I didn’t expect the
response that I got. It was very exciting and very
humbling at the same time.”
“It was quite an honor to have the younger generation
of fans come out and see the truck. I never got to put
the pen down at the pit party,” he said, smiling. “It
turned out to be one of the neatest experiences of my
career, after all these years.”
Those words are not to be taken lightly, coming from
an International Monster Truck Hall of Fame member.
He was among the Hall’s inaugural class of inductees
in 2011, alongside Bob Chandler, Jeff Dane, Dan
Degrasso, Jack Willman and Fred Shafer.
“I don’t think of myself as being any different than
anybody else, whether it be the fans or the other guys
in the sport.”
USA-1 hasn’t competed in nearly 30 years, but
Jasmer and his trucks have found a new mission.

continued on page 14
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continued from page 13
“I’ve devoted my own personal time and my trucks to
what I call my new mission. It’s a Christian Patriotic
mission, the idea behind it is ‘America needs the Spirit
of Christ’ and the secondary mission is to ‘Pray for
our troops, they protect our freedom’. It’s been a
longtime interest of mine to do anything I can for our
military. Not only our current military, but I also try to
draw respect and honor to our past military. I’m
involved in conservative political activities and Second
Amendment issues. They’re all things I believe in.”
Jasmer did not shut the door on the prospect of
returning the USA-1 name to the competitive monster
truck racing scene.
Early in 2015, Jasmer put together a deal with Roger
Gauger to run his new truck with the new USA-1
identity.

Shortly after the interview with The Midwest Racing
Connection, Jasmer announced via the USA-1 4x4
Inc. Facebook page that USA-1 will be making a
return to Monster Jam in Minneapolis after nearly 30
years away.
“I’m very excited to announce that Roger Gauger and
the new USA-1 will be competing at this event.”
Gauger and Jasmer partnered up in 2015 in an effort
to keep the brand alive and well with the older
generation of fans, and also to introduce the winning
heritage to a brand new generation of fans.
“He’s (Gauger) running the truck as the new USA-1.
It’s his truck, my identity and he’s been doing a great
job of representing the USA-1 name while running
small series and events across the country.”

If the new USA-1 is anything like the old USA-1, it
won’t take long to return to monster truck racing
prominence.
For fans wishing to see USA-1 and meet Everett
Jasmer, he will be at Monster Jam at U.S Bank
Stadium on February 11, 2017 with the 1988 USA-1,
as well as Roger and the brand-new USA-1. They will
be available to sign autographs and interact with fans
at the pit party before the event starts.
For fans in attendance, Jasmer is working on a
surprise sure to bring back fond memories of the
origins of USA-1 and the early years of monster
trucks.
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Where The Big Ones Run!
Book Review
By Dan Plan
For Christmas this year, I received another book
for my collection. The book received was titled
WIR – Where The Big Ones Run by Joe
Verdegan.
I’ve always enjoyed Joe’s work; whether it was
reading the various columns he’s written through
the years, or listening to him over the public
address system at the track. I’ve also always had
an interest in Wisconsin International Raceway.
Mainly due to its unique shape, but also due to the
tracks history.
Being nearly 300 miles away from the track, it’s
been difficult at best to make trips to Kaukauna,
but I have been there a handful of times. The first
trip was back in the late 1970’s. The top two
drivers during my first visit with my dad were the
late Rich Somers and Dave Watson. I would read
each week about their results and was so looking
forward to the trip. Shortly after Watson set fast
time, and Somers timed in second, the skies
opened up, and I had to wait another 15 years to
make my next visit. I’ve been there a handful of
times over the past 20 years or so, and always
went home satisfied.
I’ve read bits and pieces of the tracks history
here and there, and it’s nice to see everything in
one place. One of the items I learned from
reading this book was the number of drivers that
raced for Gene Wheeler. The one I was most
familiar with was Jim Sauter, but I had no idea

that Leon Plank drove for Gene
on the dirt for a number of years.
The chapter on the Larry Detjens
incident also brought back a lot of
memories from this era. It felt
good to read about all of the
efforts that were taken to save
Larry on this day.
Another interesting part is seeing
how the Fox River Racing Club
(FRRC) came into existence, and
began the weekly promotion of the
track. The FRRC has been around
for quite a while now, and still is
able to make things work on
Thursday nights in Kaukauna.

Reading through the book, you get
an opportunity to see how the
track went from dirt to pavement,
big cars to “pony” cars, and learn
about the various drivers and
divisions through the years. There
are also tons of cool color
pictures. This book is definitely a
good read.
I also enjoyed reading the
comments from Jim Weber stating
Dick Trickle stopped selling him
used tires after he started beating

him. I know it was a long time ago, but I honestly don’t
remember Jim Weber beating Trickle on a regular basis.
There are interviews from drivers like Weber, and numerous
others that make the book very entertaining.
You can pick up your very own copy of this book by sending
a check or money order for $20 each book plus $8 shipping
and handling to Joe Verdegan 203 N Ashland Avenue Green
Bay, WI 54303.
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Canterbury SnoCross

The ISOC SnoCross group rolled into Canterbury Downs for the annual visit in the month of January. The hometown team of Hentges
Racing, along with rider Kody Kamm, picked the main event win during the Saturday night show in front of a huge crowd.
Photos courtesy of ISOC SnoCross.

Like us on Facebook, watch us on YouTube, or follow us on Twitter
www.facebook.com/themidwestracingconnection
www.youtube.com/theracingconnection
@MidwestRace
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